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EDITORIAL 

"Sure is good to seek a challenge, 
s�re is fine to set your sights, 
�ure ·s fool:sh �o be blinded . 
There are legions out the�e churchin' 
Searching for the Holy Grail, 

sn'� one of them can find it ... 
All -:his tin:e. " 

Prefab. Spr-out. 'Looking For Atlantis.' 

Welcome to the first issue of 'Dead Of Night', the fanzine that seeks to 
explore ALL r ea l: ms of what we ni ght term, for- ltrant of a better 
description, 'Strange Phenomena'. 

Ever since Steve, the .;;.se.itar..t editor, and I ;,·rere kids, we''f,"'e had a 
.;onsuming interest :!.n t�e kind o: t!lings :n'"''""t s�ie:1test2 an� 'rig"bt 
:�:.:1!::ins men and. ·vm:::en' �·efe:- to d.isrni.::s .iS 3r:-3nt nons,2nse. If you've 
ever "!Jeen to W. H. Smith, :lnd. cast a cursory glance at In3gazines like 
'Ti:e Far ean Times' or 'The Unexplained', then you' 11 know the sort of 
stuff I'm talking about here. 

f --Lot, please allow :ce "':a ru"' a fe·rr e:a.:r:1ples :-:!.ght by you ... 
GHOSTS AND APPARITIONS: Easy �o decry as the product of a 'wee dram' too 
�any, when you ' re s•t�appi ng tales on "'\ day blessed with warm, Su:mmer 
sunshi ne . It's not quite as easy playing the role of scoffer when you're 
•.valldng past a quiet, moonlit graveyard on the H:--ong side of midnight 
however ... Try it and see . .  
riE. 'THER A O¥ALIES: Tcpe. I' m not n:er-ely :-eferL1g to the fa ... t that it 
a_ ways see:r:s to chu k it down ea .h and e�-·e:.:y Bank Holiday - Although 
I'7e got to a�mit, t�at ·s mo e than a li�tle strange in itself. 
CQP...J CIRCLES: St:ll an u:tsolved ::,ystery . . . Unless 'de are to honestly 
believe that a phenomenon that has been p�tzzling meteorologists, 
geologists, and biologists - not to mention the cot.Jntless farmers -
since the Middle Ages, the whole World over, is all down to a couple of 
ol' fellas named Doug 'n' Dave, who've taken up 'Hoaxing' as a hobby. 
OCCULT CRIMES: In my profession, I've come across one or two cases that 
quite frankly, a l mos t defy belief. The three schoolkids who took it upon 
themselves to douse their caretaker, 'cos they tho u ght he was a child 
molester, a' la Freddy Kruger . The gr ossly perverted father who sexually 
abused his da u ghter since she was n i ne , and locked up his son in a 
cupboard under the stairs, with no light on, no heating, and nothing to 
eat save a bowl of stale Cornflakes. The middle-aged man who savagely 
beat seven kinds of crap out of an 86 year oldblind man -, 'cos he was 
fed up waiting for the number 64 bus!!! To name but three. 
As yet, I haven't �ome across any�bi�g that -D�!ld be described as OCCULT 
related . . .  But so:methi ng tells :ne i -:. '  s 1 Lte �vai t i:1g for the hole in the 
Ozone Layer to �ke sun-bathi�g obsolete . . .  It's only a ��tter of time). 

VANISHING PEOPLE: Human beings r,-:lo disa?pe�r :-isht before your very 
2yes . . .  A bi-: :il-::e yc:..1r �s=t �te .,..,��;; ... :t• ·-=: -:.:::�i=- "':..::-:1 to get "the ale in. 
�ALLS OF ANI MATE AXD INAiE:M.ATE OBJECTS: Y�t:'·'"·e do�lbtless heard the old 



sayin0 "Raining cats and dogs." Well, it may as come as some surprise to 
.... earn that there are 1 i terall y hun�:.reds of reports on record of it 
raining Fish and Frogs. And not just in some far -flung corner of 

Hicksville, USA, either. Reliable people in THIS country have apparently 

been witnBss to the same. Also on file, exist accounts of falls of 
newts, ye llow mice, and pieces of still war� fles.h - talk about 'Manna 
from Heave11'. If anyone was bra,.-le e!lough to act.ttally eat it, that. is. 
:!{�ar.whi le, on the fNanima te front; ��e h:=.. ·v·e showers af red s.and, dried 

oa.1t leaves, ...... uge chunks of ice, egss, :hazlenuts,. anC. . . . Get out those 
' r�:cit Bags' ladies ' n '  gents . . . 'iarrn £lo·ling BLOOD. Yep •. When �n::1lysei, 
.:-: a1r:cs-t: B-l';tays tt;rnsout to be the E�A- thi:-.s to. SPClNTA�fEC�JS �U?-'" ..... -1�! 
CQ:W""STION: �rosiree. I'm not even gonr..a THLJK about dv1elling on THIS 
a.s2o:.:-: :::f weirdness. Just \·r:-iti�g the :i::J.i'tiJ.lSi S.!-I.C. is enoug:-.. tc; ha•Je 
::_ :-t.:bbi �s -:JY st8r:lach up a::.:i :!own like :J::-te ::;f tl;.-:Jae kids ir: -:b.o-e o�d 
'Re3'�Y -.:>:-·::.:�· aC:-;er-:.s (only the •.var:::l gl ov; I feel sp:r·?ading ins:::ie, is 

.-�n yt b i  n.s :,ut comfo:--:ing>. COSMIC JOKES: 'What :most o£ -..ts tE::--!n 1 mere 
coin::ider..-:e.' But wha�. EXACTLY do we mean by 1 coincidence?' The Jungian 
Thec:--y Clf Syn�hronici ty? The Chi ne=.e concept of Yin and Yar.g? Or :s 
-+-��ere at \,•,_rk here some 'Force' - an Intelligence that has co-e�ds�ed 
alongside Mankind, in various guises - which for purposes that we ID.3.J 
r.ever cone to fully understand, delights in playing tricks upon our 
race? CURSES AND JINXES: Everyone kno·..,s of sone:Jne •,.rh:J claims they've 
l;)een soooo co unlucky, Jhey're conviL.ced either God, :Jr the Devil, that 
: i -ttle o d lady who li ves do�·.n:: the lane •r�i th nothing io ..... cor.Jp::�ny but 
that damned black cat;�" and who once predicted the Summer of '76 would be 
the hottest on record by reading the tea-leaves at the bottom of her 
'Magic Roundabout' 'Zeberdee say's; It's ti:me for bed' mug, and so she 
si::1ply MUST be a Witch e c . . .  etc, has placed life-sucki:lS curse upon 
then ... 
Mathinx by new, you've got a fairly good idea of the type cf things that 
scream for ny attention, like kids at a Sp o i led Brat's Convention. 
I' �,e only just scratched the surface of course. T:!le:-.::! 1 s a. lot more 
anomalous phenomena that I haven't li::.ted here. Delving into this stuff 

-o �i�d of !'ke tapping an artesia� well. You dig deep e�o�gh, y�u're 
�v8n.J.ually gonna hit the snur.::e .  Bt:t you go-tta b>= careful. Cauti:m is 
-:.::.e key, e .=.e you're liable to 'tlind up get•i::.g 3�·1ept aHa.y i::t a ver:tab_e 
-:=�rent o: information. 
As John Ca:ldy say's in 'Planes, Trai�s And A�tomobiles, 1 to be able to 
ta�e it a_l in you've gotta learn to 1Goooooooo With The Flooooowr��.' 
A .• d 'h'ith +hose pearls of wisdcm ringing in your ea:-s, I'll very briefly 
t�uc� 1Jpo:1 sane of the conspicious by its C\bsense Weird Stuff, just to 
round thi.gs off; 
U?01S. �STERIOUS SWARMS AND MIGRATIONS. VAMPIRES AND WEP.EVOLVES. MODERN 
DAY FOLK TALES AND URBAN MYTHOLOGY. VANISH ... lTG HITCH-HIKERS. SCREAMING 

SKUL�S. OUT-OF-PLACE-ANIMALS. MYSTERIOUS WJTILATORS. THE YETI AND OTHER 

B.E.M. 1 S. ARMAGEDDON WARNINGS. WEIRD SIMULACRA. DEMONOLOGIE. ANGEL LORE. 
-c-AERIES. BALL LIGHTNING. LEY LINES. STRANGE CONSPIRACIES. UNEXPLAINED 
DEATHS. THE BERMUDA TRIANGLE. ATLANTIS. ANCIENT ASTRONAUTS. 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL ANOMALIIES. MEN IN BLACK. INVISIBLE ASSAI�ANTS. HAIR 
BANDITS. FRIUT THROWERS. WEIRD MEDICAL PHENOMENA . STIGKATICS. IXAGES 
THAT WEEP AND BLEED. TALKillfJ- ANIM:ALS. ALCSEMY. REINCARNATION. 

LEVITATIOU. BIZZAP.E ATTACKS BY ANIMALS. ANI!'f.AL KLID�TESS. STRANGE BANGS 

AND NOISES IN THE AIR. PEOP�E FROM NOWHERE. SEA MONSTERS. WEIRD HUMAN 
BERAVIOTTR. nrscdVE::tY OF �TEri SPECIES OF ANI�ALS. ST2ANGE PLAGUES. :MASS 
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?ANICS. HQR2E RIPPERS. TWINS. BOGUS CHILD WEL:A�E OFFICERS. A�IEN 
S�TITIES. LAKE MONSTE�S. OUT OF THE BODY EXPERIENCES. HOLLOW EARTH 
THEORY. ELECTROMAGNETIC PEOPLE. UNUSUAL AERIAL PHENOMENA. UNUSUAL 
DARKNESS. THE HUM. REAL LIFE MIRACLES. ORIGIN'S OF LIFE. KILLER. CLQtll�S. 
S!.Orii!TG. !.ORD OF ::?2. DRAGOYS. PE:EHIS'!'ORIC A�ri)fALS STILL ALIVE TODAY. 
:? ��LE!.' LA�TDS. OTHER D I �!E!TS IONS. rgE OCC:TL T. ZC!ffi IES. OWLXA!T. MOTEY..AN. 
:H5 LOCS NESS XO�STER . . . .  
7�e lis� is endless. 
�kay. I hcpe �ow I've s�:ceeded i� oct!i�ing ou� sphe�e-cf interest, and 
·.·:e c:=.n finally set on �vi-:h the Pa:-.:: . . .  :-!ar.g C:l :l seccffld. What a�e you 
.-:ain0 :-e:=.:::!:i:-15 out :er t�e phone? rih8 are yc'J pl:l:l:ling on calling at 

-+::.:s hou:-? 
��it. I reco:nise that nu=ber yc�·�e diall:n0. 
Ple�s2 hear �e out ... 
I I :n �C1 �:i. 
J;.:st give 'me a chance to explain :nyself. To elaborate an the root causes 
of my er . . . Fascination for the more esoteric side of life. If I can't 
convince you I'm clinic�lly sane in the next few pages you ' re about to 
read� you c�n then get on the 'Dog an� Bone' and page 'Dial-A-Strait­
Jacket. ' 
I promise I'll go q�ietly. 
! wouldn't ',-1.��-: -:a er.1barrass ycu .... f.:-o:1t of the �eigh.bours. 
C)"h -:>-� T I 1, o�·o""- + -11 yo" \·:here I've hidden the Christmas present my ..... ) '-" "'-·- .. .... - - .. - .... .... '..:: ,... � 

auntie Joyce bought me when I was ten years old. At least then you won't 
h:=.ve to fork out for a packet of 'Crayola's.' 
Just indulge me a little while longer ... 
�hat'3 all I ask. 

T �an, it couldn't hu rt to listen . . .  
':8UL!) IT??? 

::.E:e r;a: l�e:-. Se?tenber 22:td. 199 4 .  
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1900: 

THE EILEAN MOR LIGHTHOUSE MYSTERY. 

I \i3.S in my final year at Church Drive Junior School, seated behind the graffiti 
splattered desk top in Mrs William 's nath class the f irst time I read of 'The 
Ir..explicable Disappearance Of The Lighthouse .Keepers Of Eilean Mar•. I remember 
:t had been one of those depres3ingly grey, winter afternoons wh42.� time drags 
on interminably and the .... inging of the 'Home-time' bell se�·m.s a billion light 
year:� distant. I recall too, we pupils were SUPPOSED to be studying the myriad 
]oy=�'wanders of long division and the 12x table, but much of the e��itementC?) � 

see:weC. lost on my fellow class-mates, ::n__,st of ·Hhmn \vere ei -':her starir..g 
�:acantly into space, thei:- thoughts 'tranderir.g adrift on that far-c:f: imaginary 
plane, the. majority of adults can never hope to perceive, or were busy passing 
'Sesret Messages' to one another concerning �he hottest topical iss�e Cthe size 
of Jackie Goodchild's rapidly expanding 'gazangas' were making the major 
!1eadlines, if I 'm not, I!l istaken, back then), or like me, were sneakily engrossed 
i:1 reaciing something a da:Jln sight :more interesting than a blackboard full of 
n�mbers �nd �athematical equations. 
I'd been eagerly devouring a crur.1pled. copy of one of the 'Look and Learn ' 
�asazines Mrs Wil iams kept s•a�ked in a dusty pile on a desk in the far corner 
:J: tbe class-roo!!l.. I'd con�ealed it bene3.th ny even MORE dog-eared exercise 
bo::;k, and every time our teacher turned her back to write on the board some 
Ulore, I hastily speed read as much as I could take in without arousing her 
suspicion. 
'Look and Learn', no;.r sadly defunct, was one of those rare publications that 
somehow managed to both educate AND enterta:n. Its pages were jam-packed with 
fascinating, little-known f3.cts and it was lavishly illustrated with wonderful 
pictures , covering as it did an almost impossibly i-·lide spec trum of subjects. 
Everything from ancient history to space age interstellar travel. From the flora 
and fauna of the Amazon jungle to the latest theories of how life itself 
evol7ed. From detailed biographies of t.b:. rich and famo'JS to the intricate 
wcrki�gs of the human body. All this and a �hole pile more assaul+ed my young, 
i�qui::-i.:l6 mind. like a s ccessicn of video -:�pe images ;.-ri:h the C3.Ssette stuck 
in t�e ·�ast Forwar�' mode. 
My favourite articles however, were those that dealt with 'Great Unsolved 

Mysteries', features that were invariably graced \'I� th ::l lurid drawing and some 
suit�bly e\�ocative heading such as; 'The Ghost Of The Flying Dutchman Crossed 
'Ju·r Bcn-f-' or 'Did A F ireball Fro:r:1 Space Kil� Off The Dinosaurs???' 
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I si!nply coul.dn 't get enough of these fabulous pieces, I really couldn't, and I 
guess I'll take this oppurtunity to confess before God, The Saints and (assuming 
she's still alive and kicking), dear old :!1rs Williams, that it vias indeed I who 
:=2'.:!""-?."'::!.y w!:li::::�:J. al2. Df -:h:Jse '::-G..:nt�e=::= ;:r;:_s,=:,:.::"i.S .t-'.:t3es d.L:1"".:.::g that "t.fi:tter/spring 
:-r� of :!.975. :!: k:ept -:hen all :r. the battered olc! bcx fi2.e -:1y fa-+:he� had given 
::e 3.fter I '·i. he 1 ped him c leau. ou+- the attic c:1e 2.!""'i::.zly St.Jr.·:.ay :::::Jrni ng. 
l treasured �.hose clippings t::e • .. ;:;.y othe� kids r:y ase :rec,Stlre:.i their 'Panini I 
?=c-:. ,_all s :.i :k2:- .3 alb�:m, ::r t!:e:.r se.t of 'Airfi�:' r:cc:.el l·:i +.:,�·, a.nC. the :JdC .. s are 
'.:-:=�: _r ':han .:·:e::. -:hat I'i STE."!:.. 'Je J.ip?irlg ::lt� '2::1 :Jn -::::.e o::c3.sion:=:: I c;rc\-1 
disEnchanted •t�ith thB 1,-TOrld, or ti21e 1s i:1 dire nee(t of a- killi;1g, if they 
:t::\�:J.'t falle:1. '::ctim to ::ne of -:-JY !!lt.:r.: 's revcl�tionar-y spring ,::;lear-oi..lts a fer.-� 
T�le;:;.r3 back. MLL:!l to rr!J eter:1al dis.:mayT, she \·ler: t ani handeC. o-r; er t.he bo:.c file 
"'n� i"t2. -onte:l+:s ta.o!'lg Hi"th :half ny c:ollection of 'In:redible Hu2.k' comics, a 

pile of grubby -:lathing I 'd. long grown Oi..lt of, and :ny signed colour poste� of 
'Orchestral Manoeuvures In The Dark'), to 'The Rag'n'Bone Man' who used to 
:r-aipse up and d.o�tln ou:- road, iragging ::.:. cart :ful2.y laden t,·Tith a stack of 'ne­
goad-to-anyone's'. 
I don't see him so much these days. 'The Rag '!1 'B:Jne. Man' I !'!lean. He was all but 
consigned to the dust-bin of childhood me�ory till I'd written of him just now. 
�To such problem s with �y resalling the story of the lighthouse keepers of 
S:lea.n Xor, �cw-=V'er. Even :�.:K:gh I t.::.v2:1.'t. set eyes on that 'Look and Learn' 
�r"tice that dealt wit� the �ystery in yea:-s �hat feel more like the passin3 of 
rE�TCTR IES. 
Sometimes, the �ost seemingly trivial of things stick firmly in your mind, like 
tiny insects caught on fly paper . . .  

2 

T�e Flannan Isles are a group of rocky outcrops dotted around the West coast of 

Scotland. Owing to their position in one of the world's most unpredicatable 
:=eas, it's psrhaps not surprising they've acqu.:.::-ed a somewhat sinister 
::-:p . .  tat:c!l, ::md are deemec! a serio�s J.a.za:r-d to shi?pi::1g - especially in the 
���s �efcre r3�a::, so��r, and all the 8ther technical cab�o�le that is suppc�ed 

r�:.at also isn't par-l::·:-1..:lar:y ·��rprising is the fact "that the erection of a 
lighthouse in the i:rnmeciate area was co:1sidered a !lumber one priority, and as 
scan as it �;as physically possible, o:1e \·/as du-y b�:ilt. The lonely, deserted 
island of Eilean �or was chosen to be the site, and for ;:ountless years it Has 
:::J.::.:..r.ed rli4:hot.lt incident. Then, one eve:1ir.g in late December, 1900, and for no 
ir.1mediately obvious reason, the guiding light suddenly rt�ent out, and the area 
arct:nd t�e island r,,a.=. S'da.llowed up by th-9 ebon dsrkness of night. 
Later that sane evening, two experienced sa i lors on the brigantine 
were witness to the eerie aight of a lor.gboat, fil led with a 
d:sb.evel_ed men, t1:3.t 'l'las apparer..tly heading toward the strangley 
2.i..,.!lthouse. 

'FAIRWIND' 
group of 

darkened 

The sailors, concerned for the well-being of the 'crew', called out to the men 
but they received no answer. They were just able to make out thei� pale, death-

...... :;_ 



l ike faces by t he l ight of the m o on as i t  peered through gaps in the ragged 
c loud cover . .  
'Our f irs t th ought was that they were f l oat ing dead from some sh ipwreck . But 
then ..,.,e heard th e oar locks and saw the movement of their arm s ' ,  one of the 
sa i l ors was m oved to say w hen r eport i ng the inc ident . 
Whatever the trut h of  the matter , the wou ld-be rescuers were unab _e to ass ist 
the ' v esse l '  and I 've failed to l ocate any further record of wha t  became of its 
' :.rer.rr ' . If I subsequently come across any additional information , you can bet 
y:Jur ' Peeboks ' I'll  r e fer t o  it in a future issue . 
Because of the remoteness of the is land � it wasn ' t  unt i l the 26th of December , 
Cthe l ight had been ext ing u ished on the even ing of the 1 5th ) , that any 
invest iga t i ons cou ld be undertaken to estab l ish what had happened on Ei lean 
Mor- . The s upply s h i p  ' HESPERUS ' arr ived at the s i lent l ighthouse in the mid­
afternoon. . And vlhen there was n response to their repeated s ignals , the c re�-rmen 
set out in a s ma l l  boat to the landing doclc The eerie quiet filled the air like 
a l i�:ing , pa lpable presence as th e men tied up at the docks ide . No sea-birds 
sang . There was no wind . Even the ocean itse l f  seemed to have lost its eterna lly 
roaring vi ace . But it wasn 't the peacefu l s i lenc e barn of tranquil ity . Th i s  was 
more tbe type of pervas ive calm you get in a mi ll ion horror m ov ies . . . Just before 
it 's  irreparably s hattered by the sound of terr i fied screaming . . .  
T�e l ighth::mse was meant to he staf f '=d by th ree men , but no- o n e  rushed out t o  
s:--? _ t  the � r e H  c f  *: h e  ' H:SSPEF:.JS ' .  Upcn ente::- i ng .. h e  b1 ilding it was immediate l y  
ap� arent that ther e  rrer:-::. no signs of any degree of v i olence , and that the 
l:e�pers supp ly  of food and �r1ere �-rel l  stocked . The l iving quarters were 
sp ick ' n 'span .  Beds ·>'lere made up . A ll the crockery and cu t l ery were spark l ing . 
T:L p :ac e _o oked a l ot l ike :r.J.Y mum had been l et loose on one of her i n famous 
s-tints w ith a brush 'n ' pan . 
But o f  the three lighthouse keepers , there was np trace ! ! !  
On l y  two things struck the i nvestigat ion team as being in any way pecul iar . 
F irst ly , on the stairway and in a cu bby-ho le office where the l og was usua l ly 
kept , they found numerous shreds of a seaweed that cauldn 't be ident i fied by 
t.:.�m . 
A •• d secondly , there were no o i lsk ins or sea- boots in the bui lding , the inference 
tei:1g that the keepers had lef-'- the lighthou se together . What made the latter 
aL . the more unusua l  was the fact that prior to this occas i on , no l ighthouse . 
keeper had ever been known to desert h i s  post - Not even i n  the m idst of the 
worst storm i mag inab l e .  
D\_.lr i ng the subsequent inquiry into the d isappearance o f  the three men , the· log 
�oak kept by keeper Thomas Marsha l l , was produced , and when its contents were 
read a l oud to the inquiry board , an at.m ospher·e of hu shed , a lmost reverant 
si ence descended upon its member s .  
'Decem ber 1 2t h : Ga le north b y  northwest . Sea lash ed t o  fury . Never seen such a 
stor m . Waves very h igh . Tear ing at lighthouse . Every thing sh ipshape . James Ducat 
.:.:-::-itab le ' .  A nd later that day , 'St orm s t i l l  rag :ng . Wind steady . Stormbound . 
Ca�not g o  out . Sh i p  pass ing sounding foghorn . Cou ld see lights �i ca�in� . Ducat 
quiet . Dona l d  MacArthur crying ' . 
'December 1 3 th : Storm cont inued through night . Wind sh i fted west �y north . Du Jat 
1t.: iet . .MacArthur praying ' . And later , 'Noon , grey daylight . Me , Ducat and 

Mac Arth u r  prayed ' .  

• 



• 

There was no entry wha tsoever for the 1 4th , and the f in a l  w ord s in the l og 
read ; 
· �ecern ber 1. 5th : 1 pm . Storm ended , sea c a l!!l . God i s  ove -::- all ' .  
The only explant ion tha•. was for thco.rn ing w a s. th.?.t the :nen had sm:neho\>� b een 
shar ing visions of a par t ic u larly v iv i d  nature - The reason behind t h i s  l ine of 
��inking be ing the fac t  � hat a ltho�gh the log entr ies had reported g a l es 
l:t.sh ing the F!an.  3n Is les , t!lert? h�d �een NONE at a�I 20  .:? i � es s.way en the 
i s _and o f  Lew i s .  
As to the wherea bou ts o f  the three keepers , no offic ia� verdict was arrived at 
bt!ler than that t�ey oay 've been panicked into trying t o  escape fro� what they 
-·-2 2. ieveC. to be :nor -: a l  dange::- , an _ had per2.:tps tried t c  -ow i ::m  t:J t h e  �.3.i:1 la ad ,  
�r owning i n  �he process . 
Tbe l osa l s  of .c o u r s e  had the i r  OWN op inion . 
:t27 b 2 ! �eved t�e i s a l n d s  t o  �e haunted . Soree said they were accursed and that 
-::: � y  the r:!.di _ u l ':Jus �y  �rav _ and ::la w:1right f:Jc _har·::y \vauld da r e se-t foct o n  
-: :t:ei:- gcd! orsa:ren ·-;.h.  ores . . .  
For al l t �e suppasi� ion a:1C. �hear i z i ng in the world , one -th ing at least i s  for 
·:- er � 3 i n ; 
� i k e  the i l l - fa t ed c r ew of t h e  �u� h 
� t� l i gttho�se ke�pe::- 3 - �  � i !ea� 
ps� : eption , only t o  E E - APP�AR i n  
superstit ion . . .  

re ore 
Mer 
tt� 

famous mystery of 
va n i s h ed w i t h o u t  

tw i l it r�a l n  of 

the 'MAR IE CELESTE ' ,  
trace from hum a n  

folklore , myth and 

And the ·�run pled pages of a chi ld ' 3  'Look and Lear:1 ' :magazine . . .  

The E i l ean Mar l ighthouse , one of the F lannan Is les , off the West coast of 

S :� t :and . Three men h'en t m i ssing from th is  bu i lt4 ing in !)ece:mber , lG O O , and were 
never to be seen aga in . . .  

q 



R E F L E C T I O N S  I N  A GO L D E N  E Y E : 

UNE X P L A I N E D  P E NO M E NA I N  T H E  2 0 T H  C E N T U R Y : 

I NTRODUC T I O N : 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g s e r i e s o f  a r t i c l e s a r e  a n  a d m i t t e d l y  f l a w e d  
a t t e m p t  t o  c h r o n i c l e s  a s  m a n y  s t r a n g e  e v e n t s  a s  p o s s i b l e - o n  a 
ye a r - by-y e a r  b a s i s  b e g i n n i n g n a t u r a l l y  e n o u g h  w i t h  1 9 0 0  a n d 
wo r k i n g o n  t h r o u g h  t o  ( a s s um i n g we ' r e s t i l l  h e r e ) t h e  e n d  o f  
m i l l e n i u m .  
I s a y  i t ' s  g o n n a  be ' f l a w e d ' w i t h  g o o d  r e a s o n . I t  mu s t  b e  
p r e t t y o b v i o u s  t o  a n y o n e  w i t h e v e n  a p a s s i n g i n t e r e s t  i n  
' we i rd s t u f f ' t h a t  t h e p o t e n t i a l v o l u m e  o f ··· a c c o u n t s  i s  
e n o r m o u s  a n d  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  w e l l - n i g h  i mp o s s i b l e  t o  
c a t a l og u e  c o mpl e t e l y , e v e ry s i n g l e  s n i pp e t . E v e r y  p r e s s  
c u t t i n g . E v e r y  e x t r a c t  f r om ' R i p l e y ' s  b e l i e v e  i t  o r  n o t ' , o r  
e v e ry s u bm i s s i o n t o  r e s p e c t ed a n d  we l l - r e a d  j o u r n a l s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y � h e n  y o u r  a c c e s s  t o  s u c h  m a t e r i a l  i s  l i m i t ed t o  a 
c o u p l e  o f  h u n d r e d b o o k s , m a g a z i n e s  a n d  f i r s t - h a n d  e y e  w i t n e s s  
t e s t i m o n i e s . 
I '  m we l l  awa r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h i n g s  t h a t  we ' 1 1  d i s m i s s , 
o v e r l o o k , o r  i g n o r e  e n t i r e l y . I c a n  o n l y  a po l o g i s e 
b e f o r e - h a n d  a n d  s t a t e  t h a t  s h o u l d  a n y o n e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  
' b a g  o f  w a f f l e ' . . • .  o o p s , I m e a n  ' s e r i o u s -m i n d e d  f a n - z i n e ' ,  

c om e  a c r o s s  a n y  o mm i s i o n s , t h e y  w i l l  d u l y  i n c l u d e  t h e m  i n  
f u t u r e i s s u e s . 
Th e r e ' s  a s e c o n d  r e a s o n  ( a c t u a l l y  t h e r e  a r e  p r o ba b l y  a b i l l i o n 
r e a s o n s  i f  you wa n t  t h e  h o n e s t  t r u t h , bu t  h e y , l e t ' s  j u s t  s t i c k 
t o  t h e  pa i n f u l l y  o b v i o u s  o n e s  i f  y o u  d o n ' t  m i n d ) , wh y  t h e s e  
p i e c e s  a r e  l e s s  t h a n  ·c o mp r e h e n s i ve a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e p u r e  ' n '  
s i mp l e  f a c t  e v e n  t h o s e  r e po r t s  t h a t  d o n ' t  s l i p  t h r o u g h  t h e  
n e t , ( a n d  i n  m y  m i n d s  e y e  I r e c a l l a c o u p l e  o f  e a g e r  y o u n g  
b o y s , p e r h a p s  t e n  y e a r s  o f  a g e , o n e  w e a r i n g a ' S P I D E RMAN 
t - s h i r t , t h e o t h e r  a ' P L AN E T  O F  THE AP E S ' i r o n  o n  t r a n s f e r  r i p  
o f f  f r om B i r k e n h e a d  m a r k e t , s i t t i n g t o g e t h e r  o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  
t h e  R i v e r  M e r s e y , i n  t h e  l a z y h e a t  o f  m i d - A u g u s t ,  h o p i n g t o  
c a t c h  S e a  S e r p e n t s  w i t h  t w e n t y  pe n c e  p l a s t i c  f i s h i n g n e t s  t h e  
s i z e o f  a c h i l d s  h a nd ) , a r e  a t  b e s t  l i ke l y  t o  b e  t a i n t e d w i t h  
t h e i r  a u t h o r s  own b i a s  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , a n d  a t  wo r s t  c o u l d  
we l l  b e  o u t r i g h t  f a l l a c y , o r  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a n  o v e r - h e a t e d 
i ma g i n a t i o n . 
S t i l l , I g u e s s  t h e r e ' s  n o t h i n g t o  l o s e  i n  a t  l e a s t  t r y i n g  t o  
b r i n g t o  o u r  r e a d e r s  a t t e n t i o n , ( a l l  t h r e e  o f  ' e m ) , s om e  i d e a  
o f  t h e  we l a t h o f  u n e x p l a i n e d  my s t e r i e s t h e r e  a r e  o u t  t h e r e . 
E a c h  o n e  a c h a l l e n g e  t o  s c i e n c e  a n d  t h e  r e c og n i s e d o r d e r  o f  
wh a t  i s  t e rmed ' r e a l i t y ' . 
A s  C h a r l i e  F o r t , ( t h e  l a t e  , g r e a t  g r a n d a d d y  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
i n t o ' T h e  U n k n own ' , a n d  w h o  a l o n g  w i t h J o h n n y B a r n e s , I a n  
C u r t  i s , a n d  P e t e r  C u s h i n g , i s  o n e  o f  m y  a l l - t i m e n u m b e r  o n e  
h e r o e s ) , o n c e  s a i d  o f  t h e  t y pe o f  t a l e s  y o u ' r e a b o u t  t o  r e a d : 

' T h e s e  a r e  e x amp l e s  o f  t h e  m a g i c  t h a t  s u r r o u n d s e v e ryd a y  
l i f e " . 

f O  



The Best Of The Rest O f  1 9 0 0 : 

�. TE : Sometime in ear ly February : 

PHENOMENA : Ghosts and Appar ition s . 

LOCAT ION : Sunn ingda l e , Berkshi�e , England . 

T� is is a repo::-t t!la t sadly , we don 't ha� . .re a whole p i le of details on . In fact 
all  we DO know is t�at 'A  GHOST in the form of a police officer ' was sighted by 
�wo lad ies of i n�e tern i nate age , nea r the above lo _ ation . The ' f i gure ' rep ortedly 
va� !s�e� r !ght before their astoni= hed eyes . T�ere is n o  ! ndic ation as t o  
· ... : � et�e::- tee -.v :tnes:.__es \'lcu1 d  !"la�le  hought there �-va s  any-:� ing a-:. ALL :.musual 
abou t the po l i -: enan . . .  I!' it  h3.dn 't have bee:1 fa: the disconcert ing f a c t  t hat he 

· c. ::.sappe3.:-2d with out t:ace . . .  a co!TI:m only !'epor-:2 (: far t :. :1 s i =. i la::- en c C' :r.t.ers , s e  
:..: . .  �a-r:;,? i -Y ,  ·,; e � =-- -:: le:t � � :  : h  n o  cptic-::1 but t c;  :;;u r::. i ::; e . 

(Crec! it : '.MoC.12rn Myster i es O f  Brita i n . '  \Page � 4 6 }  Ja:1et a nd Colin Bard . Guild 
'CI · � "-_ 1 i _ t� .;  ...-.. r-r () S�H  \ 
- � - ...L .... ...=.. �- -- . ! 6 . _ .:;  ; . 

::;A'T'E : Unkno•r� n . 

?HE!OME�A : w � : :- d  V1nged Creat�res . 

LOC AT ION : Leeds , Yorksh ire , Engl�nd . 

One of •.he s trangest abberations of nature that I have ever come a cros s in 
ie:!.·l ing t!:rc· ·s!l '::lY nat i n c ons iderable i brary deal ing ·,.; ith all matter s of 

•s•range ,  Unexpla inable Phenomena ' CPheeeewrt�·.,.l! ! ! That wa s a birrova of a · long­
·..-� i n d.ed spen ing sentenc e ) , is the b i zzare ta i l  COoooh , don 't b lame ME for the 

ter:r· ible joke (? ) . That one was str ictly dmo�n to C onrad P:mh ' And His Happy 
Crappy Pun Club . . .  Honest ) ,  of a 'Winged Cat ' named 'Thoms.s Bessie ' ,  'dho was born 

s ometin e  i n  t h :i. s  year in a Leeds work!:louse . !fat s�.1rpr ising ly you may think ,  
2 � - �  3 wondrous c::-ea t u r e  soon a �e ived a cert�:�  a� ��nt of fame , anj it was n 't 
� c:  • •  0 ... e : ':}::-e s c :: e  �L .. ;:;.(;r�:pulo'..! _ s:J. ...... ·.-rr: a :l  s a w  :f i t  t :;  wh :. s k  t � e  
a �!"�·: = : : i::10 s �de.=;::t :; •,y . r.vi . l :i �'!::l �ar::ha:= , 3. n  of!' :::.c :. :l _  cf  

�at  away f e r  use :n 
-:he ·.-r o::-kb :J'Jse from 

·;.� ... : :� -:.he �;n fo::-7. ._.;.te '� lying Fe .... : ne ' ::aG. bee n 'K.:.t t y- :la?pec! ' CYep . Th.:.t 's  Conrad 
ag.:l. i� ! ! ! :  1 event:..1::tlly  •.:-acked the ani:ca:!.  ::!c· .. r n  to � :�2.=-s�aund. peep show . He 
:--e't!" i eved :.�. . a ::d a:ter 3 n  i ndet. er� i:1ate arr:ount cf years , : +  the cat d ied of 
pois an.:.ng and was duly stuffed . 
�;�:.. e:r:.. !'!arkham �1:.:nself p3ssec 0 :1 , tbe aa-..." t c·�lly i nert 'T�c:aas Bessie ' was 
���ded down t� his granddaus hter , Krs Amy Clague , who afterwards d i spalyed the 
,_ ._;r :o.si•y in 't�e �.�ar ious pt.:bs she and ::.er :!lusband have run O""Jer the years in 
a�d around the i :- home town of Selby , Yorksh ir e .  
The eat 's w ings are said to b e  'Malformati ons of its r i b  structure ' . . .  

There are no i nd icat ions that the creature was ever able t o  actua l ly FLY. Though 
it is pe::-haps worth record ing here that that \ie l l-known ::-esearcher John Keel: 



< 'Operat ion Trojan Horse ' 'Strange Creatures Of Space And Time ' -etc )  makes 
:-:1ent i on of a case from Ontario , Can:::.da , in wh i�h a Hs . Jane Revers states she 
saw a ' 'llinged Cat ' 'Sai l ing ' after a ne:ghbou r 's mogg ie . . . T ·  u s e  her words , ' It 
screamed like he l l . And it tried to get away by making gl iding jumps of fifty 
:Jr si;  ty  feet - w ings extended - after a good r unning start . It cou ld  s tay a 
�cot or s o  above the ground . . .  
A 'c la�v- 'tionary n ote though , lest you accept this report 5t face 7::tlue . The 
R _7e:- 's cat was later ohot and bur ied , and i'>'hen exhumed t;y ' an e::pert ' ,  ·vvas 

. found to be. ' Just an ordinary cat w ith grmvths of thick , m.:�.tb�d ha ir . . .  
So yot; 'Jse your noggin an.d make up your O�vN :u: .:.�d as t o  its verae : ty . 

<Cred i t :  'Fortean T imes . '  # Vol 1 .  No :6 . {Page 3 } . 

DAT E :  Apr i l  1 st .  

LOC AT ION : Wa l l ingford , Oxfordshire , Eng land . 

PHENOMENA : Fa l l s  Of Orga�c ic Matter . 

/ 
How 's this for an Apri l Fool 's ( 'Cosm ic ' )  joke , folks? 
At the above locati on on the aforementioned date , there was a fal l  of dried 
Beech lea ves from a clear blue sky , and fr om a great height . That was strange 
enoug h .  What was even more i ncredble was the fact that t here �re NO Beech trees 
for at least two miles from the area in w hich these MANY leaves fell to Earth . I  
don 't kno"" what YOU think , but it 's SOME wind that can hold a loft and carry 
whole bunches of leaves for a coup le of m i les , before dropping 'em wholesale 
like a pi le of unwanted irty washing sm ack into the m i ddle of W a l l ing ford . 
And , wh i lst �tle 're at it , has anyone thought to inqu ire Nhy it \'!"as that ONLY 
dried Beech leaves had fa l l en? What �bo ·t the otheY types of trees? 
Select i ·e w i�ds??? 
A3h , c '::on .  Do me a f3� ...... o�r . . .  

<Cred it : 'Mod ern Mysteries Of The "iorld . '  . Janet and Colin Bard . {Page 24 6 } . Gui ld . 
1 9 8 9 ) . 

DATE : June . 

LOCAT ION : Augusta M i l ls ,  USA . 

PHENOMENA : Unexp la ined Disappearance . 

On an unspec i f ied date , somet ime dur ing the cr-azy , lazy , days a[ mid -Summer ,  

Sherman Church , <Yep . T hat 's h is REAL name , I prom i se ) ,  ran (for what reason 
isn 't c lear )  i nto a cott on m i l l  at Augusta Mill s .  
He never came back out . 

J;l 



· . ..,· • :;  :1 � 7 e r  h a r d o f  ag � i. n . . .  

r ,_:r o furt�er deta i l s )  . 

DAT E :  July 2 0th . 

LOCAT ION : Nor�� Morton , Oxford s h ire , England . 

?HENOMENA : Toad- In-The- Hale . 

At a local church , a perfect l y  preserved toad vras found 1 Whe-ther dead or a l ive 
�nd �opp �ng , i s n ' t  � e - orded ) ins i de a skull  bu�ied bene3t� the church . 
I '7e he:=.rd o� SCREAM ING SK:UL .... S . . . B u t  CROAK !NG ""'�es . . . Thay 're a "'.eH c:r-.e 2:1 n e  . . .  

(Cred it : '!t!odern Mys :.eries Of  Britain . ' J0."1et ar:d Col in Bard . {P�ge 2 4- 6 } . GL: !�d . 
1 9 3 9 . 

£ e l l3. ':Jy -tb.e :J..:\ � e  c f  A .... ':: �·:�nder GL: n , repor-ted seeing a Mer m :5l ! d  .:;o ::::: eH h e ::- e  in 
� �� a ::- � a  2f s���wc8rt . �e-ta!!s  a r e  sketchy , but what w e  DO know �s that h i s  dog 
tow led n: our nfu l l y u p on sett ing eyes on the entity . . .  A often reported react ion 
·,.....h ·:?-::1 a::1 ar.imal is confronted w i th a. d enizen of the 'Supernatt:: r a l . '  

' '::-ed i t : ':'t!odern Myster ies Of  B r i t ain . '  Janet 3 n d  C o l i n  Bor d . {Page 2 4 7 } . Gui ld . 
� 9 �·9 . 

DATE UNKOWN .  

LOCAT ION : Lough Auna , Ireland . 

?0ENOMEHA : Lake. Monster . 

A wom a n  whose narne isn 't recorced Cper.b.a_?s she requested anonym ity ) saw what 
s :: _  ie�-�ribed 3.S a ' Horse- eel ' some out of Loug.h A.una , and c l i:m b  o nt o  the turf 
'::ia�k , ver-y cl:Jse to �·;here she was Nork i!lg . Net surprisingly , she didn 't ¥'iait 
3.:-::;und l ong en o ugh to see what wculd ha?pen next . . .  

l C � ed it : 'The U!lezp l:::. ineC.. . ' # 3 9 . {P.:;.ge 76 7 } . ' Iris!l Lake Mons-t,ers . '  
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DATE UNKNOV�T :  

LOr A T ION : I s le O f  Man . 

PHENOMENA : Pre�onition . 

A .:: l3.33 i·:: case :1 f  pre.mo:-t it.i.on , precagni 4: i on , call  it wh3. t  :J�o.:..l wi l l �  c oncerns the 
3!"' ::1-:r:c: :..er :::f a �!"S . . Georg e ,  .. ..,ho h.:.d a da:...:g�ter- ;-;�:::: 'JSE:C. �:J l ive on the 
beaut i ful (even if it sti :!. l  does have 'the B irch ' a s  a pun ishment neted out for 
c o:: :r: i  tting pet.L.y c ..... :!.-rees ) Is le CJf Man . She iv 3.E E a r r ied 3.nd had one �hi ld , 
9o::-ct!ly , who was 1 4  at the t ime this ta2.e takes plac e .  T h� three of 'em had just 
!!i_.?ed house , and Mrs . George ' s gr;.nn ie � . .. :d r. ' t yet se-+:. eye-=: on the hum o �e abode , 
b:,:t one n -{ ght she drea.:: �d +tat she was acb . .:a l ly there :�:1-:l that :.. t w a s  the day 
:following the 'b ig move- in ' .  In her drea :m ,  young Dororthy had gone out in a 
sma l l  b o a t  w i th some fr i ends 3nd had fel� i nto ��e water and drowned . 
When :=.he awoke , the g:-anC.mother iv;:\S fil2.e<-: H ith such a portentous f.::e l ing of 
dre3.d that she hurri -� off ·a t.e leg:-:::r::. t o  �er r!a.�gh ter : n a des?era te b id t:J 
r-Ta r n  her net -8o a l lm·T :9orotb.y anywh�re near the water that day . 
As i -1:. ::.�ppened , Dorcthy HAD in f�c� arra::�ge � to go oct on a boat trip w ith a 
..:ot..:p : e  'Jf f :- i e::1ds ": l-: ::1t very mor n i �18 . Fc:- ": •...::1.ately , she Ylas kept at h om e  on the 

s-::- e ngtb c :  -t he �rarn i . .  g . . . Yo•.J proo b ly guess the rest . 

Her fr ienC.s , doubtless shaking their heads at Dorothy ' s  batty nannie , t ook out 
't-!le boat . . . A sudden squall  hit th 2 craft causing it to caps ize . . .  And two o f  the 
occupants were drowned . . .  

�:Jld ::n a sec . Ther� 's a postscr ipt . To fur ther enhan � e  the idea that this was 
:rr;T ne:-ely s oT!le inc redible m i l l : an - -+:o- one � aincidence , came news -1-:h.J.t a :e\·{ 
days a:-:er t!:e tragedy , the grandmother \'rrote a second letter to her daughter 

supp lying .9. detailed descript i on of the house and its surround ings . . .  Even though 
she had st i l l  at that stage , never once set foot on the is land . . .  Let alone seen 
the building ! ! !  

Cred i t :  " � �e r nex p l a i ned . '  #58 . {Page :!. 1 6 1 } . Or ':l is . 1 98 1 . 

DAT E :  8th June . 

LOC A T ION : Sart , Belgil:n . 

PHENOAE�. : ?all 0! St:-ange L i q u � ds . 

Fa irly scant deta i ls on this  one I 'm afraid . Apparen t l y , a su bstance sme l l ing 
quite a bit  l ike glue �ame ra..:.ning down on the city of Sart in Belgium . . .  No 
e�p :ana� i cn fa r th=om i�g . 

DATE UNK�TOW�T . 

LOC AT !ON : Campbell  River , Brit i 3h Co l�mbia , C.a�3d� . 

• 

''t-



?�E Y.OME�A : B .H . �.f.  Sight ing . 

A t imber cru i ser by the name of Mike King , may have the 'dubi ous d i st inction of 
rep orting the f irst 'B IGFOOT 1 sighting this century in the state . 0 1 1 M i key , 
-:.::: ·..: t t l e·.ss m i:�.d.ing h i s  c:Jwn business and gett ing . a n  �, : :.h H!-13tever it  is 1 T i :Gt ber 
S.:- '..i .i s e r �  1 do < I  ' m sur-e I d.::m 1t know . . . ?erhaps a smart a r s e  r eader c a n  write in 
ar.d en l ighten me , if they know ) , when his jaH drop ped H:i.de open l ike a n  ou-t of 
·:: c:1t::-ol  e l evator as t.e spotted a B ig Hairy Monster '""as�i�g :--aots i ::1  'the '!"later 
:\:. _ p�3c :i ng ":: h e :-c  �n ne.:: t ' :1 1  tidy p i les . 
:.:: _ .:- �ik y 's bene f i t  Cass:..1n ing !::.e ' .=; s t i l l  'cr� i s in 1 3.rcu:: i > , I can a�s�.tr e 3 i �  he 
�i� .:=.:1 't l os .ir.g h ;  c marb les . . . There have been a fa ir  3-Zcunt of sim i lar  r'=ports 
-:::- i :: k � : ::g in f:-:J:n tbe .sane area of Britis h Cc l:.:�bia  . . .  �nc � :..JC!. : r:g A �bert C= t:r: ::. n ' s 
: � 77. =:..:s  ,"J::..: ': u d�--===- :. n  1 9 :? 4  . . .  � €:' 2  a :fut t.: r e  1 s2 ;.: e  :fc-. t:!.:le :f:..: : �  c!.e-:a :i. � 3  ::f  'YH}.T 

DAT5 UNKNOW�f . 

�OCAT ION : Bosho f ,  Sowth Afr ica . 

\ 

PHE�OMENA : POLTERG E IST . 

A : :1n :i. ::.y o: Boer:3 \vere ·r�oken at  !:lidn ight ·:Th3.t 1s 'Tbe wi:.ch i . .  g Hour ' d::mtcha 
knm.o� )  by a cacophony of n o i s e  enanat ing fron the kitchen . It sounded like just 
about every pot and pan in the house was being hur led around with gay 
abandon . . .  Not to ment i on their col lection of crockery . After a couple of 
::� � ::. J � es . . . W :. t h  � :J - 'J:: _ in t:.e :a:n i ly :fee l ing es-._?e.:: i:=!l:::.y c .. : Y" i o•..; s  � :J  v :::; l L: :-1-: � e!" ar..d 
sae what t he ca�se of the disturbance was , the tun� lt suddenly cease� . 
A 3  � s  scne� irnes t�e way in POLTERGE IST cases , when �orn !ng cam e t o  t awn and 
the fa:wily emerged fro:n underneath t heir bedclothes , before creeping d ownstairs , 
there was found to be none of  the expected dam age and \vanton d estruct i on . Just 
the oppcs ite  i n  fact . Everything was neatly in i ts place . The kitchen was 
sp :J t :ess . 
. ... . _.::. :- _ e  � c:nse � :..r: : ·.,.e n ights , t! e m ischiev l :J' :s  sp'!.!- :f 4:  _r; layed i-:s no i sy pranks 
= ::  ': ._-:: · · :; :::r�:..: ::�.!...e £'.:, :r: ::. :.. :,; , :tr:d eac� ti:r:e t�e z ow-:-.d.s o f  des "t r:...:ct o n.  gre'f'l m ere and 
::: c r .:: s e •: e :- � . Jo-:�::.�6  ;¥ a �  ever �=�=-raed hOiveve:r . ':'hey s t o :.: l -1  be tbankfu � :or that . 
?:::::-�PGE :2TS are :-.et _ 1'/AYS so harrn less . . . As we shal'!. soon discGver . . .  

�!le'=.e � '=- :�:. fev1 :-epcr:--_._s  a�o'"t �  ... t + a  l ittle m or e  th::tn brief notes , . .  I inclt.Jde them 
�e.:- e pur l ey in the in teres ts of comp leteness . . . 

DATE UNKNOWU . 

LOCATION : Warwick , Queensland , Australia . 

PHENOM ENA : F i sh Fal l . 

A� p3 r -=:nt l y  t�ere 'tl�s a fal l of a species of f ish c alled Gudgeon upon the town 

of Va::-�..ri c k . 

IS 



��:E : : 5 tb Navember/7th December . 

LOC AT ION : Turin , Italy . 

. S:::NO�E�T . : Pol te:-3eist  D i s :.t.:rba�ce . 

Th l?::- e wa-= a fa:r�y s er i o u s  cn.rtbreak of 'Noisy Sp irit ' man ia centered in the 
:r:.: ·: .:.:. c: a d i :::1 and dusty inn c e l lar , that l asted fer three \veeka in 1 9 00 . 
:' :: : a : � s 3 r _  ·:;l':et ·:: :-y , bu �. i t  ar?ear s  t :t=tt this par : icular 'F!�fugee from a Tobe 
�. �=F �:-- F :.  � n ' , h -=- d  a pencba�.t f::r c!luck i �g a round beer a :: d  w i he bott les , :much t o  
t�e c�agr!� of  the landlord and h i s  w i fe . 

· It 's :l:Jt reccrded in m y  f i l es as to ho•,..,r �h2 'Polterg e ist ' was fina l �y l a id t o  
:-- _ s t  . . .  
Maybe ' IT '  n'3ver truly was . . .  

DATE : 2 1 s t August . 

LOCAT ION : Te lem ark , Co . Fermanagh , Northern Ireland . 

PHENOMENA : Ba l l  Lightning . 
) 

� r.. a::nt: i :n a :1  �-: 3.s appar ::�tly k:1oc :ked o�tta his s ock s by a spate o f  the 

cysteriou s  o l ' Ba l l  L i ghtn i ng . . . A 'natural ' phenomen on , the rea l ity of wh ic:!:l i s  
st .: l l  -:he subject of ::uc� debate amongst meteoro log ists . . . 
As of• en happens when these f l oat ing , spherica l l ights explod e ,  t hey r e l ease a 
gr �a-i: :lea � �= e:1e:--E::r . . . �ro t  t =ta lly  l! n l ike a� b.o�est-to- Go,j THUNDERBOLT � ! !  

9AT� : �5th :iti.:;y . 

SOC AT ION : Prov idence , Rhode Is land , USA . 

P�E�Oi-!E; A :  F ish Fal l . 

severe th u � der storm , a var iety of � ish , i n c l u d i ng ?erch , reportedly fell 
bac kyards and city streets in their h�ndreds . 

Credit : · �odern Myster ies O f  The Wor ld . '  Janet and Colin B ard . CPage 3 8 4 } . 

DATE UNK�rOW�T . 

LOCAT ION : Buffa l o , New York , USA . 

PHENOME1fA : Fish Fal l .  

/{, 



• 

A group of � oy3 found small  f i shes in abundance , f l oppin ' about in rain 
after a part icu lar ly heavy shower . They I not too surprisingly 1 came 
conc l u sion that they must 've fal len from the skr alo�g w i th ��e deluge . 

pudd les 
to the 

Sr- 2 :. :. -: : ')fodern Myster ies Of The �lor ld . '  Janet a nd Colin Bard . {Page 377 } . 

LOC A T ION : Killdeer Mountai�s , .iforth Dakota , fJSA . 

?�_ :! NCME�L. : B iz Hair;� �on3ter Sighting . . .  (Herea fter by the 
;:-, ::- �- :- = •; :. � � :. = r: I I -· . s . M . •  \ 

.� 0y-cup ::; f  pecp l e  :Jut 'bob- ·3 �eigh ing Here :w i nd ing their o w n  bus i n ess , havi ng 
::. : -�a =  f�1 :1 , -:1 �e� "t" hE:: 31_;.� :.e�  . .... y s�·,.v a '" :J!� i l la - 1 :!..1-:e arl i�al ' running t w "fiar d.s t hezn . 
L:st a s  : !:e :-e h.: e t a. t ;d t r:.es � e s  'fl2!"'e a b :J:.lt set to  si  ve i-: toes I ..1- he 'beast ' 
=��c : d ,eC. -:"J  t·.:r-:1. �:- cL:nC. :tnd. ; ac e  o f .c  ::!.:1  the ::ipposite :iirectic:-.o. .  It left h"Jge , 
' can - l i ke tracks a lthough t h ere i s  n o  rec ord of any photographs being taken �f 
� :-. :. -=  in·..r� h: ab le e·,· t::tenc e .  �y s:.; .=s -= i s ,  �!:e folks �ve::-e si::nply far "': oo �-::: l ie7ed at 

1 .  - - -. .J... t.. ..J ._ . • •  ...::;. - '-""' ..... _. = f :r 'J ::J  � I! �  _. :l c- o �: �,. ter . . .  

r.:- = .:!. i. � :  'Y.:oderr: Mysteries Of The World . '  Janet and C o l in Bard . {Page 3 8 0 } . 

LCS AT IOJ : May 's Land iLg , New Jer sey , USA . 

?HE NOME NA : O u t - Of - Place- Anim a l . 

A Kangaroo was 3een by t�e �wners of  a far� . and was heard utteri�g a bo�t of 
�? :- :- : � y i  ·3 :=::rea :-::: :.::.g :.11 -: !: e  1:1iC:dle  of -:he =-� :.s!lt <at le s t  t!lej· Ac!:T��9 : -:. w:..s 
':.' -::: :: ::. :e := - :rcu - h :.J !:!>=> 'R :J ...� . .  'T�ey d i i:1 ' t 1_u .:.te 
: :,::- :: hcc =- e  � n ·4 -:. ::1 !-: e  .� ;.ee:-: . . .  � . T�2 f�r::er's 

trac ks 

�,ATE : Ju::!.y 2 0t� . 

1 rl • ... eau.l.ng 

LCC A T ION : Xonza , Itlay . 

down to t:he 

PEENO�ENA : C �sn i c  Joker/Coinc idence . 

�ave ��e � �tt !e t n  �:p =ut� i je t h eir 
did later cc� e a c r � s s  3 s -:::-ange s et 
nearby S"t'Jamp . . . So nay be t1:ere was 

Landing . . .  

King Umberto I of Italy , was dining .:n a restaurant vrhen he gasped w ith 
astonishment 35 he sa�-.r that the proprietor looked e:·3c t l y  l ike him . When he 
eng �ged the man in conversat ion he found that there 'dere even more uncanny 
s i. � :.  � ·=t � i -: ies . 



'::b2 :- estau :- .:. teur �"' :;.s a s o  na.:ned Unberto , l ike the King , he 'd been born i n  Turin , 
a:a::i on the same day ; and he had marr ied a girl cal led Margher ita an the day the 

King had wed h is Queen Margherit a . And it d aesn 't finish there . The restaurant 

��i Geen opened on the day that Umberto ahd been cr owned K ing of Italy . 
T:.e . :i:1g H 3 S  u r de:::- =. :.3.7'dab1j· amazed ,  3.nd. duly inv i ted hi:=. ':icuble ' to 3.ttend an 
at:-. l . t i cs ;neet i :  g H� ich had been the purp ose of Umber:.o ' ·;; v i s i t.  to M onza . 
T.Tn.f...., :--tunat e l y , a t  the stadium the fcllov..'ing d �y ,  the K1ng w as infor :m e d  t:hat the 

pr :: p :- ::etor had "!Jeen ki lled ' i n  a nyster ious slloating accident . '  
A;·� 2 !'.ow about �H IS far coi r..c idence . . .  
:S·,: 7:1 as t h e  Ki.n3 ';Ja s  expres s : n0 :-.. i s  :-eg re.t s ,  :.e ll imse l f  ·.-1as shot :_,?ad b y  a n  
an;s.r chlst in t.he  cr cn1d . . .  

DAT E :  September . 

LOCAT ION : Galves ton Is land , Texas , USA . 

PHENOMENA : Cosm i c  Joker /Coi n c i dence . 

The Canad ian actor Char les Franci s  Coghlan was taken il l in Ga lveston and later 

d ied . It was cons idered too far for h i s  body to be sent back f or burial in his  
.h:Jz:.e tm·Jn on Pr ince Edward Island , in tt2 Gu l f  of St . Lawrence , ( i t  WAS a fter 

.� l l  o ·,le r 3 ,5 0 0  miles a<.r1ay ':Jy the sea roL: t e > so he \vas laid to rest i n  a le�d 
coffin ins ide a granite vau lt  i n  Galveston . 
Less: th.3.n a year l ater , a powerfu l hurr icane h it the is land and Caghlan 's coffin 
was released from its bounds as the ceme:mtery was t otal ly flooded , amd the 
·-?�� lt s.t.attere.d . It floated out into the GL lf of Mex ico , and dri fted along the 
FL2r id� coastl ine before enter ing the Atlan�ic , whe�e the notor i ous Sulf Stream 
se� � it h u rtling northwards . 
E:.g !l  t years later , in October 1 9 08 , som e f ishermen on Pr ince Edward Island 
spotted a the c offin , now· in a terr i b le , weather - worn state , f l oat ing near the 
shor e .  Cogh lan 's body had come home . 
He vras re-bu:-ie::l in  t he local church . The 7ery san e  one he 'd been christ ened in 

CreC. it for th e las t : ·,.T O repcrts : 'The Unexp lained . '  # 3 0 {Page 594 } , and #32 {Page 
6·4 0 } . 

Charles Cogh l an, 
whose dead body made an 
immense sea j ou rney before 
bei ng cast up· on the shore 
of h is home town 

• 
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1 9 0 1 : 

A STEP BACK IN T HfE? 

One of the most c e lebrated 'Times l ip '  cases cf t� is  or �:my other year , <and 

therefore oblig3.tory m a t erial for j u st about EVERY book/nagazine I 've ever read 
::.-= :i ng t.1 : th s 7 � 3.·-3 _ ?he-r:'Jme�a .' .:.s t�e s t ory t c � d.  '-:Jy  : ·  . .;:J E._ g � : s h  school 

-':. eachers , H :..ss An ne Mcb�r- :ey c �.n:i An ne Mobe:-- ley I •: :J i :J. :  :c.ent:;. l ly '""' !"' ::.ot I i s  he 
nane Peter Straub gave to h is vengefu l apparit ion in the excellent n ovel , 'Ghost 

S� = � y  - �st � ha� z h t  I 'j t hr=w tha t  i � , �:1ct �a�s ) t �e �acgt� e� of 3 b ishop , and 
a !{is.s Eleancr Jourda i n ,  � oi: b.  of •r..rhc::n dec ided to sper ... d a b. o l i �ay i :1 Par ' s  
tcse ther . Wh i lst  -l:hey ·t� ere there , be i ng ?�l�� ic_: l .:t :- ly :.�te::e=ted i:1 :7.::!.1 th ings 
.historical , they dec ided to take i n  a few o f  t h e  local s i ghts a nd a v i s i t  to the 
?et it Tr i3.non , in Ver:=..:. i l les , '""a s  a lm ost _ ornpulsory .  Neither v1cman was inclined 
to be gull ib l e  or over - �not ! o n a l  as r-egards the:r su�rc��dings , b�t a f t e r  
to�ring t he palace , � � d  affording thenselves a br ief rest , they w e n t  i:r: searc!l. 
of the ch�teau bu i 1 t by L ou i s  XV , a�d given by his s t: ·:: ce s s c r , L ouis  XV I ,  t o  
Q�een Marie  A n taine� t e . 
They passed a lcng lake s.hel-tered ':Jy .J. �voodlani s l a:le , ::r:ade thei:- way around 
_,r:. :: :her 3 t :-12 tc.... 0:  ·, • a  t E- :� 1 '.? ..= : :ie ·t�� i.::ll -o �o::'.i tte G:-3.:-�d T r :. �no:1 , a c�a-:eau 

t�e aforementioned �u ! lding ��ay �a t he !:- left . 
T�-Y sud�enly '-:Je� ana a war � �hD� �hey w e r e  hopeless ly l o s t , and not even sur e  af 
t!le direction in \-.'h i·::h they \'I ere headed . As they traipsed rather dispiri teldy 
:. .::�;· :-.:. a ·.:: :d� l ::tr. ·_ ,  � :..::= -=:  �!c '::l 8r -9�/ sp ied a h' CJ ::l a n  shaking a. .,.,bi-:e ·: ::!.c-th =1Jt of t h e  
-.., : :d.oH af a �·�: : • .  .:r :.n·..,. ::.. t -: h e  : orner o f  +.: he :...:t .e , and -,..,. as 
::: -: -=3. :-ior ,..1 i d :1 ' "t. � ake -:be o �- p t.: � -t'Jr. i t y  : o  a·-k l:er t�e \..;ay . 
aLything at a l l  strange abou t  this s i g h t  however . 
Eleanor later explained that she hadn 't asked d irect i ons for 
She hadn ' t  s een either the b u i lding or the woman . Although 
9 In �ecane cver tak _ n  w ith a � eel ing of gloom and iso lat ion . 

a l itt � e  surpr ised 
She d.i :. ::. •+ dis �era 

a very goad reason ; 

she most certainly 

�h 3J =c nt inu� � wa l � in- , and pa- sed s � � e  o+ �e� bui -dings , g l imps ing the end of a 

�3� 7ed 3tair - a Fe + t r o�gb an cp�� dc��w3y . !�ey d ! dn 't pause , but elec+ed o take 

��e c en�re � � t h  c� t �ree t�a t  wg�e of�e�d �h9m , ncstly �ec 3.�se two � en appeared 

to be at work on it with a k i nd of whee lba�row and a pointed spade . The women 
thought the 'garde n ers ' dress a l ittle o n  the old- f�shioned s ide ; they \'l'ere 
wear ing long , green coats and smal l ,  � b ree cornered hats . The two 'men ' directed 

them straight 3h�ad , and the t w o  �ad ies �c�t :nued as �efore , l o st in everything 
:s..Ji r;.:Jt h i ng � c �ver sat ion . 
It was rou�d abnut n o w  t hat �hey became awar e cf the sen s a t i on ��at there was 
a strange flatness about the ir surrou n d i ngs , and t hey both had the impres s ion 

tha t the landscape had somehow tur�ed into a two-dinensianal reality . 
Ttese fee l i n g d  sr--e\'1' to be overp wer :!. :lg 3S t:!iey apprcached ' a light garden 
�:: :..� :3k , c ircu lar , ::!nd. l:ke 3. s1!1all b::J.ndstar.d , ':Jy �·.:h ich a :wan was s iting . ' 
They heard r�nn ing footsteps behind them but instead of feeling re l ief at 
�a�: i ug fcund s om� ::10::-e c iv i l ised ccnnp3r.y , ·"'hen they ':: urn ed. t o  s e e  who w a s  in 
���� a hurry ��EJ pe��e ive� t �e pak� t =  �e e� p� y . 

· - --� 
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A :-. :-. : e  -': l:: e.n :-;. .:: ': :. ,2 ed .:. :1 ::�her pers:J :l  standir..g nearby w h o  it seemed had appearsd 
from nowhere . He sm iled an enigmat ic , wistful sm i le as the two ladies once more 
a - k -� for d :. r 2ct i ons , and h3v ing t old th _ m  the way to their :.ntended 
des � :na+ i o n  pro�ptly d i sappeared before they cc� ld even thinr to hank him for 
h i s k indr.ess . A.nnie :-ecal ls t�at h-= 'd3S 'dist in·::-:ly  a gen t l eman . . .  Tal l , \'i ith 
larc;e  dark -2yes and cr i s p , cur l y  ha i r . '  
A 3  they trai;sed ac r ::;s s  a br idge t h 3. t  spar.ned 3. m in i  ravine , -l-.hey onc e agai:1 
� -·:J.r::l t�e :-unn i::g fa:Jtsteps em�n3.t ::.ns :r:::;m ·:: CJ::!e·nhere '!::l ·�h.:n::l -th�r;:: . And cn:.e 
�::;a .! n ,  the:- e '"' as no- one d.is<:ernib�e . T:=.ey s ".-2r. ":-u3 l ly ::-e2:...c:2ecr :t ' squ:1r '?. ,  s: :: l :i d :!. y  
:.·_ : ::. ::.  -: ,  sn: 3 : 1  ::. ::;;.:ntry t. ouse  H i  t h  :=t t.e:-r 3 : e  8 :1  -:.1:..2 n o:--: b. and 't1 e2.-: E. id.�s . '  :H i s s  

·· .!!:c l.-. -=:z- ley tl":en sp otted .:t la:ly s ea � e 'i ., -.  : ::e � .:;_v-rr� 'ti h :J  3.FF·2:t.::.�ed t -:;  � '=  2nsro<:: se·:i 
T t.e 

pe:- s i sted ::ts t�e •,,r on c. :-c  glanced 
�-.� :. :- . �To ·,v ·.J :- �� s  t,; ere e:�cl1a ng�� . 

d i r ect:.on 3. nd stared. 
'da:s l:::.t er n oved t o  

: :�:l�i , �: loille-:  - � .a. � l 2�C)t ,  · . .,' t� i te S �  -v: r: e ::- �:!:-·�s2 .=tnd � a t  : !ling ha-: , 

fr:1nkly .J.t ths 
rs:n::.ark that -:.he 

t.h:::tt l o o L: e c. : ::J  
be:ong t o  "t he s t y:!.e 3.nc! :a.s h :on :: :  .3. n  2�rl i.e: c e -r  .. t-..t::.-y , 'rla s  n :J  spring ch icker. , 
"' �"":b. ::J'..1g� s- .::: e ·<'i a s  r:lt b2r pretty . Sh,2 :t·.:i :: ::. 7. t ed "":o fee l-:r.g 3. great 'da •.:e of r s l i.e f  
��:l � �e !'"" f :- i�=-:r ... ::� �13d r:  • :  t !:8�Ja:!:t 4- 11  .=!�. ?.:  "':te ·l�, 'Jnan ' s  per� is:=. ic:n t c  enter t.!:.� 
z: :- � ::-. :. 2 o::; .  T �. 'r. :.:t ::: :J::l l ;· � a : � :- : �1�t ::: �1 s :l :s .:. T-'0r.'3:!  -: .t::tt �leanor hadn 't even see:1. 
:l:� :aC:,r . 
":':.-:� J· ::. �  : :t : ��r: F ·'?d 
::-: :: - =: . .:. ::.:J:..!s ·.== � -· , 

r�t.t.e:-

::1 a n  ' :r1 i:!"'.i � .!-.:.e ::t ir  cf a fc,oJ.. r:t a n ' ,  
"': a  a !: �. ·:'.. �"3 _, S'-· : :!2 . ��et lcr-.. 3 af..t.. er 
la:-g� ·.-.red;:! ing party , and things 

·. • 
·� 

this  enc ounter �tey 
began t.:J return t 0  

.I::".J:- .i ng t.he fo l lo�·ting week , neither o f  the hv ':J Homen sa'·' f i t  : o  d iscuss the 
�#: c; r: -: s  .3. 7. -'.:he '? et it Tri�n o n , a r: d  · ..., f.;:,c.-7 i-t •t� .::; :=::rl '-t �:-tt :i l  A::: rl :.e w s '·"T it in� an 
� : ·: =:..::J.t � :  � 1-- =  � .. - :. ·; � t. t :--� ::: :.  s � e  � ·3a .!. :-� ��:£='� =r i ·�rl : :.. .i -:��t bJ7' :-la-,o�  f:;.� i l : 3.:- -£'eelir.i0 of 
�pp :-ess1on , and �nqu i r � �  :Jf  Miss Jc�rd3 i n  i f  she tlought the place could 
2 -=-= = :.  t !.  y b? r��·�: L t2rl . ?:�:-h ;\pS j'C\.: ';·l" : n  ' t  �e to:: su:-pr :. s :::!C t o  hear th:stt Eleanor 
::: ·::·!"" i: "'.. i.r. l:: �· �D t r: � L2v � : �:�t tc b·; �t·? :. ;.s ·? ,  :;.n:!.  it w::;,s cnl:,.· t!:en that they 
� = �u � l :!. y  took t�? t in e  t c  s ornpare n �t es �on= err: �ns their e�periences .  

• 



? ...: 1 _  a : : c'J n t s  •,..;e:-e \v r itten seperate ly , a fu l l  three m onths after the events , a 
fact that helped g ive rise to the usua l d oubts as to the au thenti c ity of the ir 

stori es on the part of the hordes of wou ld-be skepti cs . 
L:> al leg end and trad i t ion however , �1 ou l d  tead �o support their veracity . 
C e � : a in people from the nearby vi l lage of Versa i l les h3d a· owed that t hey ' d  seen 
�!:e GHOST of M�r ie Ant oinette dur ing the 'dog days ' of :m id-August , seated i n  the 
�e��ant garden s o f  the Pet i t  Tr ianon , dressed in a p i�k dress and a f l oppy hat . 
A � d , ju st t o  add some h i storical credence to the prccee� : � .. gs , the fr :end went on 
rec o r d. as cla i m :ng how the peop l e  en c :J  mtered and the pe ..... icC: dress descr.:.  �ed by 
.: .:.�s Me': r ley and Eleanor , ap :-ea red t o  be a:1. e:::act representati ::m  o f  Triancn on 

- : :.e fatefu l  date of At:gu s t  1 o + h ' :!::e day :rf +.be S3. ·-: :t : .  3 of :be Tu i l eries ' the 
?���eh R c ya!  !a� i ly 's skeedad le to Paris , and :�e Queen 's impri sonmen t . 
Tte two +- eac hers trTere led to specu late that maybe t�ey ' d  s o me!lmv entered a 
� �oje=�ed memor y of the l ong dead Qu een , or that the place itself was act ing as 
-l:te catalyst·. A recorded transm i s s i o n  t ... a"t was only t,va it i ng for the r ight 
peop le sen s it ive enough t o  rec ieve its broadcasts . 
T:tere was obv i ously on ly one way to check t he th ing out . 
E l eanor du ly returned to Versa i l l es the fo l l ow i ng January . 
A :m os t  immed iately , she sensed the ethere3 l q u a l ity of the area , and certa i n  
aspects seem ed tota l ly d i fferen t  f r o n  h o w  s h e  remembered them from the 
prev ious SL:mmer . :'he k iosk , for exa m p le , appeared not to be the same bu i l d ing , 
:; :-. :!  i ::1 i  -l: ia l ly �t , east , there •..t a s  n o  �ense of the ant icipated eer ines s . That 
s � o n  changed though w he� she crossed the bridge to reach the Hameau , the p lace 
where Queen Mar i e  Antoinette and her chums del ighted in p l aying at be ing 

po int l ess peas ents . . . It was t hen that she consciously fe l t  that a very R EAL l i ne ,  
barr ier , gap i n  the fabr i c  o f  t ine < •  'Shameless ly Se l f- Indulgent Nosta lg:a 
•-=:-:-:.· :1er #2 . I 'm re:n i nded of a chi ldren 's TV p r ogramme that used to grace our 
� .: :- e��s .:. n  the ear l y  ' 7 0 's , cal led 'T IMESL IP ' . . .  The p lot centered round a group o f  
� :�s N!l.G stumb le upon a h o l e  i n  w i re m e s h  fence that once you step through ,  you 
find yourse l f  transported e i ther backwards or forwards in time . . .  My friends and 
I used to spend many fru i t less hours searc h i ng in vain for a sim i lar r ent in 
the m i les of cha i n l ink fence that borders the ::!ockl�nd ::trea where I l ive . Ie.n 't 
l :. :e sra :'..d ',.: hen you 're b lessed H i th t!:le C 3.p-,c :ty £�r SU h S i:r:l ple bel :.. e fs??? ) , 
:3 :: :!.  i�  ·�'<'�::tt ym:. 'd i l l . Any"'1ay , she espied a cart in t�e process o f  being f i � :!.ed 
·..: :.:':: b. s -t  :. c .�s =:,y a cou p l e  o f  labourers dressed i n  tunics and hooded capes . She 
��r�ed her head for a second to g lance back at the Hameau . and w hen she faced 
fr�nt on .... e lll Ore she saw that the two men and the ir heavily laden cart had 
va� i shed w ithout trace . 
Both E leanor and Ann ie dec ided to immerse themse lves in research in an attempt 
to u nderstand just what it was they were dealing w ith . They pored over p lans of 
of the Versai l les gardens and found that th ings were very d i fferent fro!ll v'lhen 

they h�d wa lked w ithin its borders . Those flat looking , fr ighten ing ly surreal 
wo ods had disappeared entirely . Paths had beeri removed . Bu i ld i ngs altered . T he 
creepy k i osk was no m ore . The little br idge had vamoosed . . .  
O:.e thing was clear from the off . 
Either the two lad ies had been the victims of a shared hal lucination . 
Or , they had genu ine ly underg one a subject ive exper i ence that be lies explanat ion 
with in the current scient i f ic c on cept o f  what we term 'rea l i t y . ' 
Ia 1 9 1 1 , Ann ie and E lea n or dec ided to publ ish a b ook Cah11ays a g ood am mun i t i on 

�� =vid �r f�r th �se w h o  proc lai � !oudl ; � hat ?ecple w�a . a l lege they 've 



��� � � � � 2 � �d �tg S� per=atu�a l , only do so se 's t�ey ea� make thems e lves a prett y  
:;�.: k �  . .:. � out t�eir e xper i ences ent i t l ed. ' AU ADVE�TTURE ' ( :lom s -de- p lum e ) . I t  was 
:: .:;::�2ct:..:red •t�:. t:hi:1 !.. t s  pages that t=.e two .supposed gar�eners ·� ere actua l ly 
S:.; :. ; s  Et.:arcs , ar.J. that t�e • . ..ro.::an sketching away :nerr- i �y ::ould wel l  have been 
��� : �  A�t8inett� he!""self . Suppos ition �aybe . But it ' s 'an undisputed fact that the 

:-'?s •:ar-:.t re•1e3 led the Q-.;een did •t�ear -:x.;.c�ly t�e ::ace c. l ct!:es that Miss 
�c":.::-��y and X iss J::n..:!"dain had. stated they saw her att ired in that beau t i fu l  
yet :: tr.1:-.0e ly  .1 t :::ospher ic Augt; s "t  d a y  i !l  :.. 9 0 1 . {,{�at i s .  a lso 3 fact , : s  that 
·: 3.:- :. �·..: �  � :. �.tcr : .:\ cs � .... �:.J b...!d 3. goad des r .::e ::! ��8·.v le·::!s� :.tc:'J t �oh-? ?a La·:e  and its 

ar e 3.t 
� =-a :  -..:e!""e : t.ere in 1 '!70 . . .  Sut '.'rh icll 

le�st 20 �eat�r�s des c r ibed by t�e t w o  women 
are !!la:: t C..e ! i n i tely Y.QT there today ! ! !  

t �e p� la� � .  �here Nere never �ny mention c:  � : :  :he ,;. · .. .-· a i l.: b le r-e-:: or ds 
��3 � s=ever cf ��y snall  wooden 
�at ·.;:: t i l  20 years 3 fter the 
� - � \. ; + �,� • - · � - � ..: � � ""2 1 .,.., 1 ., ?' - ·�e_r�--J. _ _. • ..., ;;:;: _  � ;.::) ..J .l.. - �  - '-J.U •  � � .... � ,...., 

b r idg e cr=ss i�g any s� ! !eylr3V !�2 . We l l , at least 

p u 1:J l ica t i on 8f ' A�T ADVENTURE ' ,  1vhe:1 t he Roya l 
disc o � er-ed !.:1 a �ric ked up c h imn<=y :if a.n old. 

hc� s �  in � r.e�� �y vil lage . 
:�ese p l��s � le�r�y showed tlle b r i dge i n  al! its g lory . 
Obv·i ·:Jusly , �"hatever other d oubts or reser"."ations 't7e may entertain regard ing 
A�:-.. ie and Sleanor 's tale , we cannct seriou s l y  susgest it was in an.y 't7ay 

:;c·;. s : � :..e for t hen -:.a h:r:e known about t!:e ��istence of these p lans . . . Which begs 
:::.� ;1.,;es� :or: , ;r:J • .., J :D t::.�y k-:.c:w a bric! s e  :J !: ·:e stocd in. t:r.e palace gr::!�nds if 
��2y �3c! � 't t!""� ! y  c r�seed it themselves??? 
A�� 3 � ,  � �at .;. � a  �e left with? 
I� :i=es s eem ent irely feas ible that -:hese t•t7o (fairly) elder!} .. spins ters may 
h.3ve  d.::- e�:ct up t!le wh.::lle thing , either ::onsciatlsly or othe.nvise . Perhaps they 
.::.-.;�·: :..: ::�ed to .,.,.h�t .:.s , on anyone ' s  acc::t.mt , an oppres ive , heavy at:mosphere , 
:�3�s:..t ·.vith the res :!. i�e of historica l trag:dy . . . M:ay�e they were the victims of 
·= :: :: �  ':- i:::::1 :- e  _?ractical  �oke . . .  Or ::nay�e t !:ey :::ade -:he r,rho le th ing up for a 
?t: :- � ::se  ': �st kna�.,..!l to t!ler::sel ves . . .  
·� .. =�:.��e t=.e ·r ..... c:.;:r. , ,  .,. ... :! id f ind the �:!:-: !. n  tl'.e . ·-"'-" .. - }  ��a i � l i�k fence �nd we�e 
::--3.r:s--:.or-"':ed. backwarC.s through t ime , l ike the in children ' s  T V  

(�e : ::�v- : T!le Pet:.t '!'r ian :::n .  The crnate mans ion a n d  former home of Queen Marie 
A:: :. "': c i ne:te . . . A�d �be site :Jf 3. p css i b l e  'Ti::1es lip . . .  ' 
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SPRING HEELED JACK ' S  LAST STAND? 

1 
A Victorian Bogey-M�n 

" Spring-Heeled Jack will get you i f  you don ' t  watch out " ! Such was the 
topical admonishment aimed at misbehaved chi ldren across Victor ian 
England , r ight up to the dawn of the twent ieth century and maybe even 
beyond . Thi s mysterious entity was formerly on a par wi th ' Peg Powler ' 
and ' Jenny Greenteeth ' at the top of the charts of chi ldhood bogey-men 
( and women ) .  Judg ing from contemporary i llustrat ions and descriptions , 
the invoking of his name most probably had the des i red effect ( along wi th 
countless nightmares ) more often than not . 
I guess i t ' �  no real exaggeration to say ' Jack ' was the then l iterary 
equivalent of today ' s  horror f ict ion characters l i ke Freddie Krueger and 
Michael Myers - with one all important distinction ; 
Whereas the latter are the imag inary creat ions of film makers , ' Jack ' s '  
orig ins have their basis purely in fact . 
Sure , ' He '  was often the subject ---or-lurid ' Penny Dreadfuls '  ( Victorian 
vers ions of ' Tales from the Crypt ' E .  C Horror comics ) and melodramas 
per formed in cheap theatres , where ( sometimes he was cast . as the hero , 
more often than not a� the villian )  and i t ' s  easy to see why modern day 
' real ists ' have dismi ssed all references to ' Jack ' as being anything other 
than a ' real ' flesh ' n '  blood person . With their customary disdain toward 
' Supernatural ' hypothes is they threw in the i r  lot with those who blamed 
the whole phenomenon on Henry De La Poer Be res ford , The Marquis of 
Waterford who was admi ttedly a notor ious prankster in his day . But none 
of this detracts from the fact that although no-one seems to know his true 
ident i ty or even when he made his debut appearance the mystery of 
Spring-Heeled Jack is a t ime enduring example that sometimes science and 
logic don ' t  have all the answers . 

( above ) Contemporary illustrat ions of ' Jack ' 
as hero ( left ) and as demonic entity impervious 

to bullets .  ( right ) 23 



• _-r=-..: 3.: 's • 

T·. 10  typ ica l i l l u stra t i ons of 'Jack ' at h is most capr-iciou� . 
Spr- i nging ou t of a man- hole to terr i fy an unwary passer- �y , 
< left ) ,  and leaping over a couple of wou ld-be captors with 
one almig h�y bound . 
Tb2 tra i l i ng cloak and devilsh beard are recurr ent themes 
tbr oug hou t  fo lklore and are symptomatic with tte va�p iric 
l ike entit ies of yesteryear , and today 's com i c  str ip  super-

h igh � .; """"" 
-� - - ' :.he i;ay� , ·,.;.3., :3 a sc r :. bed t o  a 

� ���� f�l  � et � f  spr i �gs t�at ware at�atched in some way to his boots . 
•J:1e o: the :- :::-st T �ULY ? ·-:bli ·:- ised s:ncount er s with ' Jac k '  oc-cur<?d durir.6 t !-.:. e  
Febr'..lary of t;-;.at  'de':mt ' y ear . :?olly Adams , L!n att ract ive f a r m e r s  daughter fr om 
Ken t , 1-Tas \·lark i ng in a Sm.! t h  London p u b  when she dec ided to announce that she 'd 
been ser i ous ly assaulted s e v e r a l  mor..ths ear l ier vvh i le taking a str o l l  across a 
place c a l led Blackheath .  She was a t o�!ch skimpy on the d etails , bu-f: what s!le 

::;ade a F D i nt of get-: :ng � c:-os 3 wa::- t t  e fa::::: t that  her  assailant cidn 't  s imply 
r :::.cf?. CJff in : c  tl":. e  :n ig ht ;:. ::; y-:;,u m ight e"�pect , b u t  inst ead leapt great d i s tanc es 
into t he a :. r � ! !  
A young s ery""'an t  g i r l  by the r: a :m e  o f  Mary Stevens ·,..;a s  also terror :::. sed ar o u nd 

�bout t h e  sa�e t ime , by a f !g�re t hat �ane bound i�g out of  the inky darkness , 
wi-:� eyes g lowing l ike scar let balls of f i r e ,  C another common feature reported 

i::1 ALL ty:t)es of e ncount�rs �l'l i t.h 'Sreatu :-es of the Outer Edge ' See future 

ar"· i -. l es on ' Alien V i s it or s ' ,  Out - of-P lace Anima l s , and 'B lack Dog ' accou nts for 
co:mparas :. on ) , and h is mouth spitt ing orange tongues of flame in the middle of 
3arnes Common , also  in London .  
On Wednesd::J.y the 1 8th o f  Febn.:::J.ry ,  Lucy Sca les , aged 1 8 , and her sister 

Mar.5aret , we:-e  on their vn . y home from v isit ing t h e i :- �rot her , a butc b.er who 
: :�e� :n ane _f tle more respecta b l e  parts of t�e Loa 1on d i str ict of L i mehcuse . 

S:..: ::::: y had •,..;ande:- ed .::; l ightly ahead of her sister and was passing· the entrance to 

C3.r.d here comes a hearty s l ice of hun �u:- courtesy of the perennial 'COSM IC 
JC::X�R ' p l ayin3 :. i s  'Coinc iC.en-tal 5:::-ne G.:�..= 2 ' , l::�.d:!. es ' n ' gent le:r.len ) :Gr-een DRAGO�T 
A .... ley , when a :iarl\: f igure leapt fr cm t.�e c of7er r:J f �he shadolti S ,  and a fter 

: ;·:� i· = :.c� d ly �s := a:..: 2. -: :::.::g ::-rer , '::lr�::t-:.�ed F I:F'�E :. r. t. =; :her face - Just l :..ke a rea l honest 
": :J  :Jo� C'rag c:-.;. ! ! � The asssai l.:.nt then b :> L!nded 3.'.4ay as L;Jcy , temporari ly b l inded , 
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A FEW TANTAL IS ING GL IMPSES : 1 8 1 7 - 1 8 3 8 . 

As early as 1 8 1 7 ,t here came reports of 'a pecu l iar leaping man ' frcrrr in and 
:1round the ou tsk irts of Lor..don . There �vas however , no RE A L  ·ver i f icat i on f o r  what 
ar:1 ou nted to l itt le more than half- heard rumours - C ertain l y , I 've never been able 

t o  l ocate any wr itten documentation that wou ld add r,veight to ' J ack 's ' existence 
?riar to his  'Big Open ing Nigh t ' in 1 8 3 8 . 
A 'flriter named Pau l B egg , Ca for:m er correspondent f o r  !.THE UNEX?LA INED ' 
:na:::;azine ,,:md a se l £ -avov-7ed skept ic o f  t he first or der In 1 98 1 ,he almost 
E.i n 3 le-han ded l y  destroyed 'The Ber:nuda Triang le '  legend ) , has catergari.cal l y  
s ta e d  that i t  was ' nt u nt i l  t h e  w inter of 1 8 3 8 ,that 'Jack ' actua l ly 'sprang ' ( i f  
y cJI...: ' :=. l  pardon t h e  pun ) , t o  p rom i nence , and hey , who am I 1to disagree o r  take 

• iss u e??? 
On the 9th" of · January of that · year ,the then Lord Mayor of L ondon ,A lder:m a n  Sir 
John C owan ,e lected to hold a pu b l ic sess ion at The Mans i on House ,du r i ng rf'lh ich 
he produced a let ter that he 'd rec ie ved severa l d ays earlier . It 's c ontents had 
previously been w i theld ,not for any degree of cens orsh i p or security ,but rather 
to al lo�o'f efforts to be u ndert aken to see if any further i nformat ion about i t s  
sub ject matter cou ld be obtained . 
The correspondent had signed the letter : ' A.  Res id ent Of Peckharn ' ,th is anonym itiy 
ad � i�g to the sense of mystery and intrigue . 
Bas ical ly , w hat it said was ythis ; 
'As the result of a wager ,a person of the highest rank ,had adopted several 
frightening gu i ses and set out to scare th i rty peop le to death . ' .  
Th is w h oever- it-was ,had apparent ly a lready succeeded i n  'depr iv ing seven lad ies 

f the ir s en ses , t\·1o of whom .,.,eren 't l ike ly to recover tbut become burden s to 
-:he ir :fami lies ' .  The letter went an to say , 'The a ffa ir has n ow been go ing on 
f ar s o m e  t ime , and strange t o  say , the papers are stil l  s i lent on the subject . 
The �·Tr iter 'has reason to b e l i eve that they 've the whole h istory at the ir finger­
ends ,but through interested motives are induced t o  rem ain s ilent ' .  
Quite r,.rhy the Mayor chose to make the specifi cs o f  this letter pub l ic knowledge 

i.3 a mystery in itself ,and the hints at a press c over-up , (  an a l l egation w it�  
wh i - h  � oday 's UFO c onspirac y buf fs w i l l  b e  ent irely f a m i l iar ) ,  are intr igu i ng t o  
ss.y t.he  least . 
One th ing is for sure though , the huge quant ity of letters that sub sequen t ly 
pot:red thr ough to the Mayor 's off ice were testament to  'Spring- Hee led Jack 's ' 
'reality ' ,  at least in the poorly - l it suburbs of the cap ital . 
As with a predom i nant num ber of sim i lar 'otherworl d l y  en t i t i es ' < i . e . The Loch 
Ness M onster , UFO occupan t s  and s ightings o f  ghos t s  and apparit i ons ) ,  ' Jack ' 

was var i ous ly descr ibed in number of d i fferent form s . For exam ple , he is said 
to have appeared as a m i l k- white bu l l ,a s im i larly coloured bear , and a g igantic 
baboon . When in humanoid form , he was seen wearing a su it of sh in ing brass 

arm our and on another occas ion ,  in a suit of burn ished stee l . In Hackney , 
Son .... on , he ap peared as a 'Lamp- l ighter ' who , u n l ike s im i lar em p loyees ,  had the 

b izzare habit o f  w a l k ing upon h is hands and carrying his l adder between h i s  

feet ! ! !  

· • 1 
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JACK TURNS IMPRESS ION IST . 

Jus t tw o da ys a fter the attac k on the unfortunate Ms . Sca les , Jane A lsop , a lso 

aged 1 8 , be _ ame ' Jack 's ' nex t victim . Jane sh3.red a h ouse in Beerh i nd Lane , in 

the Eas t End of London , w i th her two s i sters and the i r  :father . One night , J ane , 

responding to a terr i b le b3.nging at the f� ont door w a s  c on fronted by an 
extremely ag itated man who asserted he was a p o l ice office r . He ·w-as swat hed in 
a l o ag , black c loak and s eemed to be c onsc i ou s ly avo iding the- light that shone 
from the ho�se by stand i ng :n the shadows . 

_ 'For God ' s  sake , bring rn e  a l ight ' ,  be cried . 'We hal.Te caught Spring Hee led 
Jack here in the lane ' .  
Jane was w i l d ly exc ited .  She had of cou rse heard the stor i es of th is legendary 
bogeyman bef ore , b�t had al Tf'fay s d i sm i ssed them as :faerie t ales or the product 

of over- act1.ve · imaginations . With ou t  utter i ng a YTor d , sh e raced back into the 
house t o  grab herse lf a cand le before qu ickly handing it over to the 'pol ice 
off icer ' .  Suddenly , -:he m an shrugged off his �onceal ing c l oak , and to her horror 
Jane saw that he was weari ng what appeared to be a h orned , c l ose- fitting helmet 
and a sk i n - tight suit. of '"'hat looked l ike '-'lh i  te oil;:.kin . In the j i ttery l ight 
cast by the candle , his hideous ly bu lging eyes burned like f i ery coa l s  <there ' s  
that reference to 'glowing eyes ' again , f o l k s ) . W i thou t warning , he g rabbed h o l d  
of t he poor g ir l  by her �eck and p inned h.:::- head � nder h i s  arm . Somehow she 
�an�ged to tear �ers e l f  away just as he began r i pping at her dress with ta lon­
l ike f i ngernails . She let out a p i ercing scream but before help c ou ld arrive , her 
assai lant vom it ted b lue and white f lames into Jane ' s  fac e .  When her two sis ters , 
Mary and Sarah came runn ing to her assistance they between them contr ived to 
drag Jane a w3y fr om the nan iac a n d  into the sanctuary of the hou s e ,  s lamm ing 
the door f irm ly on 'Jack 's ' fearfu l countenance . 
rihen fu rther help fina l ly arrived , ' Jack 's ' would-be captors cou ld only stare in 
aston ished d isbelef as he bounded his way back into the ebon darkness from 
wh ich he 'd emerged .  
A week or so later , 'Jack ' apparently tried a simi lar a ttempt at deception , but 
for some und i sc losed reas on , the intended •v ictim grew susp icious at the outset , 
anc he was forced to f lee unappeased . A w i tnes s to this abortive at�ack claimed 
that 'Jack ' had been wear ing an ornate cres t  embro idered with the golden letter 

'W ' underneat h his dark c l oak . Cou ld this :. n:formation pr ovide a � lue as to his 
true identity? 

4 

'THE DEV IL H IMSELF ' .  

In the wake of these and subsequent incidents ,  the p o l ice stepped up their 
investigat i ons , possees were organ i sed , and large rewards were offered for 
in:or�ation leading to the �rrest o f  'Sprin g - Hee l ed Jack ' .  
The Duke o f  Wellingt on , a nat i ona l hero i f  ever there was one , e lected to dig 
out his gun and go and hunt d own 'the fiend ' , on horseback . Like a l l  others 
before h im however , he fa i led . 



?-=r- � a :> a  n o t  surpris i ngly , as ' Jack ' s ' infa:rJy grew , so his actaul exp l o its , Cin 

London at least ) ,  became less and l ess frequent , a l though accounts now began t o  

:il."ter in from a l l  over the rest of southern Eng l and . There w ere sti ll o n e  o r  
t·r� o :: i ght ing s deep i n the sec l u ded backst reets of the capital , but the vast 
major i ty came from tiny , remote v i l lages i n  t h e  midst of the Home Counties . 
In 1 3 4 3 , ' Jack ' appeared in Northa m t onsh ire , H:=.n::o.pshir e ,  �nd East Ang l ia , w here 
-::r o s t  'iv itnesses de:::.cr ibed him as b� ing 'the ·?ery :.rnage of the !)ev i l  b imself ' ,  
w itb h is horns and eyes of flam� , a�d w h o  t c ok partice !ar d e l i ght i n  
: : :0 ��ening the dr ivers o f  �a i l  coa� �e� . 
. � =  �-: � -': h  :n c s -:  �-..! -t b :-e:3.1:: =. :J f  :;-:.r3r�3 - S (; S:J-:- e � :: es �, �:d t! � . tl 3l� a l  p3e!1CJ!'ncn� ; -tb..e :.:tl:.. - tco  
��� � �  h �a�e: h a d  t o  ge� i n  � �  t h e  �c � 3t s o� e  s�a g e ,  (see t � is iss ues Loc h Ness 
: . = � :: ":" 2� '2:J .:-ze:: :::=. ?�c tos�.).ph H oa:: ' : � r  3o:ne top ica l  ,:: -lonfir�at:.o� . of TEA'T fact ) . 
A 2 d  s o  : t pr o�ted i n  t b. i s  ·:: ase . In 1 13 4 5 , � butcher from Bradford admitted to 

• :-0:.:-.z :=--e-spons :b !e :8r � :=pate of rep 8rts issu i:ig fro:r:1 Ealing and Hanwe l l  i n  
rJ!r:s -: London·, o f  a sb.riek ing black figure that leapt o�:·er hedges in t h e  dead 
hours before dawn . 
:at e �  � h 3 t  sa�e ye�r however , t her� w�s NO obvious perpetrator forthcom i ng for 
the only r ecorded fat a l ity directly  attr ibuted to 'Spring-Heeled Jack'  . . .  

5 

JACK THE LADY- K ILLER . 

In 1 845 , at a cc�esy , down: trodden s lum ca l led Jacob 's I s l and , in Bermondsey , a 
1 3  year o l d  pros t itute , Maria Davies ,  ·was al legedly ki l led by 'Jack ' .  The area 
was. former ly made up of crumb l ing houses l inked by wooden gal leries that 
=·� =- _ t -:: �e·-1 a�.ross d .:. tct.es br i mm ing w ith al l  k inds of s t ink ing , d isease- r idden 
f i ltb. . 
It. '""a s  in the m ids t of these appal l ing surra mdings , that 'Jack ' reputedly 
trapped Mar ia on a br idg e  o v e r  a p lace cal led 'Folly Ditch ' . Without warn ing , 
and as on so many previous occasions , he breathed fire into h is vitims face -
This t im e  however , there was to be no d ism i ss ing the attack as an essent ial ly 
�3.:-�less , i f  over - the - t op pr3nk . This time ' Jack ' turned murderer . 
�e :hrew the hap less young g i r l  o f f  the br idge into t he cl ing i ng sewage be low , 
-.., �e::- e  ::; h e  S'i;eutua Ey c:- owned . The ditch ·� a s  � :-agge d. by the pol ice a nd her body 
., � s  ::::.>c overed . Tte verd ic t at the i nqt..;e::;t that fol lmved was one of death by 
::J :!. sad.vent·...!.:-e . 
The : �ha b i ta�ts 8f Jaccb 's Is land disagreed . 
Per�aps they knew better . 
'Spr ing-Heel ed .rack ' '.vas also forwarded as a _?oss ible cand idate for t he famous 
'Dev i l  's  Footpr ints , the :marks that appeared overn ight in the freshly fal len 
s n o '"' r ight across the West Country in February , 1 855 , (see future issue for full 
story ) . T he good fo lk of South Devon towns avloke t o  find what looked l ike 
footpr ints that ran in sequence a l ong the tops of walls , over roof-tops , and 
3. ross enc losed courtyards . No sat isfac tory exp lanat i on has ever been offered 
as to their  origin . 
Was ' Jack ' once more enjoy ing another of h i s  seem ingly never-end ing supply of 
pract ical jokes on an unw it t ing popu lation??? 



6 

' A  HAND AS COLD AND CLAMXY AS A CORPSE ' 

It w�sn 't unt i l  the November of 1 8 72 , that 'Jack ' made the front- page headlines 
in '�he Ne ·,..,s Of The W'or l .... ' , onc e n :Jre . 
To u s e  the ir own words , 'Londcn is  in a stat e o f  comm ot i on owing to w hat is 
k:1own as '' The Peckham Ghost" . . .  A myster i ous figure , qu ite as a lar ming in 
3pp�arance as ' Spring - He� led Jac t ' ,  who terror ised a past generation . 
At A ldershot Barracks , i n  early March , 1 87 7 , a sentry on g nard at N orth Camp , 
� i t nessec a 'peculiar f i3 re ' that leaped and b o u nded acr oss a nearby c ommon in 

- :: i s  direc t i on . Alarm ed , the sen.J..ry  shouted <in t ime honoured fashion ) , 'Who goes 
t:tere? ' The c!la l lenge went unheeded , and the figure vanished from s ight for 
several seconds bef ore su dden l y re-appea r i ng right next to the s o ldier and 
s lapped h im �n the face with 'a hand as '"'o ld and clammy as a corps e ' . 
Ir.. the days t hat followed , there t..vere reports of further attacks on different 
so ld iers at the barracks . A rumour was prevalent amongst the guards that 'Jack ' 
w a s  imperv i ous to bu l lets after the f irst sentry to enc ounter h im had shot at 
the retreat ing f igure . In fact , it  transp ired that the s old ier had on ly fired 
t_anks . 
Once aga in , the i dent ity and m otive for these increasing ly b izzare ant ics remain 
a potent ia l ly unso lva b l e  en igma . 
T._n years later , ' Jack ' :nade what was to be his Cso far as we know ) , penul t im ate 
appearance at Oxton in Chesh ire , w hen he terri fied a number of young ladies , one 
of whom was p l aying the piano in the Drawing Room o f  her father ' s  house . A 
black c l ad s hape rushed int o the room and swept all the ornaments o f f  the 
�a�tlep iece , before van i shing su ddenly . 
Tbe indomitable Paul Begg , rem inds us w ith that rather c ynica l attitude of h i s  
that 'The L iverp ool Citizen ' ,  C a  contemporary newspaper ) ,  referred to a story 
doing the rounds that ' a number of young swells . . .  Sons of we l l - known men and 
�ear ing h istor ic names , had wagered £ 1 , 0 0 0  pounds that one of their group cou ld 
successfu l ly impersonate 'Jack ' . The bet w a s  accepted . . .  ' 
Does the preced ing case t hen prov ide proof that the wager was i ndeed won??? 

7 

'SPR ING- HEELED JAC K ' S  LAST STAND '? 

'Ja k 's '  final good bye perf ormance Cif indeed that ' s  what it was - This wr iter 
h�s severe doubts about tha t now , but we ' l l  deal with th is later in the art icle ) , 
os ��red even closer t o  home . 
In Everton , deep in the h eart of Merseys ide to be exact . 
Once again , that pa r ag on of honesty and v irtue 'The News of the World ' ,  was 
quick to report that on September the 25th , 1 9 0 4 , crowds o f  people gathered to 
watch ' Jack ' scrambl ing u p  and down W i ll iam Henry Street , where he executed 
tre::nend o u s  l eaps , some of which are said to have exceeded 25ft <which is 
obv iously a height far g reater than any ordinary mortal could ever hope to 
ach ieve . Fina l ly , he bounded over the hou ses and vanished . . .  Apparently , never to 

• 



�e seen again .  
Onc e m ore , the ever redoubtab l e Hr Begg , deemed i t  wise to br ing to l ight the 
:.:.tc-: that on ly four- days pr i or to the a f orem enti oned report , 'The Liverpool 
s�::o • h3d conta ined in ' its pages an art ic l e about a house in W i l l iam Henry 
Street that was sa i d to be ha unted by a poltergeist . The story reached 
sensation a l d im ens i ons as it w as pas sed on from mouth to m outh . 

At t he same tim e , there was further exc i tement being •:a used by a man affl icted 
by re l ig i ou s  mania <of the type pers onif ied by Carrie Wh ites ' mother in Stephen 
K:. .g 's novel ) ,  who enjoyed n oth ing better t han t o  c limb ·· onto h i s  roof and 
s � :- eam to any interested par t ies (and one presumes to any UN HTTERESTED 
?arties ) , that h is w ife was a devi l  or a witch . Police and f i remen o f t en tr ied 
to persuad e the nutter to come on down , but he s omeh ow m anag ed to g i v e  ' em the 
s ! ip by jum p ing from on e roof to the next . 
Our dear: o l.d fr iend Beggsy , has suggested t hat a comb inat i on of  these t w o  
factors m a y  have become juxtaposed w ith a good l y  s i zed C. o l lop of exaggeration 

and outrigh t fabricat ion . . .  A nd thus we have ended u w i th a wh o l l y f ict i t i ous 
account o f  a 'Spr ing- Heeled J ack ' s i ghting . . .  

0 \..) 

OF FAER IES ,DEMOIS AND COSM IC JOKERS . 

Va:- i ous theor ies have been pr opou nded as t o  the 'r eal '  id ent ity of 'S .H .J ' .  Liv ing 
as I d o  i :a  the :fair c ounty o::f Merseys ide , I ' ve found you on ly have to ment i on 
' a _.k 's '  name to anyone w i th fond mem or ies of the ir parent s  or grandparents to 
-+:ap into a r ich ve i n o f  p oss ib i l i t ies and potential exp lanat ions , s pann i n g  the 
who le spectrum fr om the ent irely p laus ib le ,  to the downr ight fancifu l . 
Some bel ieve he was an insane prac tica l j oker (or more l ike ly a wh o le GROUP of 
prankster s ) , who went t o total l y r idicu l ous lengths t o  get his /their k icks . 

Som eone else suggested the cu lprit was an acr obat or energet ic c ircus c l own . 
And I 've even heard it proposed that a demented anim a l  owner had tra ined a 
dressed up kangaro o  to scar e the pants off the genera l  pub l ic . 

CJn the other hand , there are a l s o  th ose wh o bel ieve 'Jack ' s '  or igins ar e based 
: i:- rn ly in the rea l m s  of the supernatura l .  Certa i n ly , i f we are to lend credence 
t o  even a few of the feat s attributed t o  th is madden ingly elus ive character , 
i t 's easy to see why th is shou ld be so . 

And despite the skept ica l  att itude emp l oyed by many modern researchers , there 
at least rema ins the poss i b i l ity that 'Jack ' was /is not of t h is Earth . . . 

Stor i es of creatures sim i lar to 'S . H . J  . ' ab ound t hrou ghout the folklore and . 
super stit i ons of many w i dely d ivergent nations . 
Obv i ously , d i fferent kinds o f  peo p le have d i fferen t  kinds of exper iences , but 
r,.rhen it comes to recount ing their tales of encounters w ith u nknown entities , the 
vast major ity seem to see a m ore- or - less HU:M:ANO ID type of f igure , which there 
are often fairly good reasons for be l iev i n g is n ot as 'rea l ' <in the accepted 
?:.ew of •,,r hat WE term 'rea l ity ' ) , as it seem s to be . But i f that proves to be the 
case , is it perhaps 'rea l ' in anot her sense . 
There are of course many def initions used to des cr i be these ent ities . For 
e::a!!lple ; 'BEDROOM INVADERS ' <the products of the darkest childhoqd n ightmares 



made flesh? ) . 
GHOSTS: <Apparitions , omens of impending death , wandering helpless souls lost in 
lilllbo, projections from the future , recordings from the past , or the spirits of 
the dead? ) . 

REL IG IOUS AND :MYST ICAL V ISIOlfS : <Purported sightings of saints , Christ-like 
figures and the Blessed Virgin Kary ) . 

HALLUC IAlfTIOJIS: <Self explanatory > .  

�PPELGANGERS : <Every human beings twin/double ) .  

GUARDIAI ANGELS : <Every human beings protecting spirit > .  

FAER IES llD DEJIONS: Clot neccessar i ly the inhabitants of chi ld.rens mora lity 
fables or the evi l  tempters of god ly men in biblical theology > . 

. . . And lest we forget . . . EXTRATERRESTIAL UFO OCCUPANTS: <Surely self-explanatory > . 

Such entities have been reported throughout h isto�j . frequently enough to 
qualify as a scientific anomaly . 
I guess what I 'm a ttempting to postualte here in my own waff l ing , never­
gett ing-to- the-point manner , is quite s imp ly this ; Was 'Spring-Heeled Jack ' just 
another incarnation - a contemporary Victorian one - of essentially the same 
phenomenon? 
As I believe I 've already stated , D IFFERENT entities appear to DIFFEREIT 
people . � .One persons 'Man In Black ' sighting is another persons 'Demonic 
Kanifestation ' .  Another persons 'UFO Occupant • is another persons 'Spring-Heeled 
Jack ' .  
That this may indeed be so is perhaps illustrated by something one of my · best 
friends , (and co-editor of this Fanzine coincidentally enough> ,  Stevie Gee, saw 
when he was 12 years old or thereabouts. He was playing with a group of 
friends outs ide his house on Bromborough Road , Bebington , when his attenti on 
was dra�Tn to a figure etched in si l ih ouette standing atop the roof of the house 
oppos ite . A l l  the kids present witnessed the same thing . A ':man ' n ot much ta ller 
than theJD.se lves , dressed in what they cou ld only describe as a 'Batman • outfit , 
with the cape and hood , complete with a pair of ear- like points . With the 
charm ing innocence of the very young they d idn 't th ink to question WHY 'Batman • 
wou ld be crusading in THE IR locality , and they later related this incident w ith 
no :more excitement than if it 'd been one of their father 's up on the roof . 
It was only in later years , when logic came a-calling with all the subtlety of a 
particularly unsublte sledgehammer , that Steve real ised that there was maybe 
something a little strange about a smal l  guy in a 'Super-Hero ' costume 
clambering across a dangerous stretch of roof-top , without any apparent means 
of actually getting up ther e . . .  Or indeed of getting back down again . 
With the benefit of hindsight , but looking back with the slightly m ore b linkered 
eyes of an adu lt, it is of course entirely possible to assume that some loon 
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f!"'om G od kn ows where dec ided to pu l l  a stunt that would have precisely the 
effect it u l t inmately d id have on the w itnesses . 
I guess i t ' s  a l so feas ible that the kids , the i r m inds m ore recept i ve to the 
myraid wonders of an unchained irnag iant i on , shared a k ind o f  mass 
h::.t luc inat i o n  . . .  such join t ly viewed i l l usions a.::-en 't as uncom:m on as you may 
+- h in k  . . . 
And yep , it's a ls o  per fect ly reasonab le to suggest t�ey were a l l  sim p ly m i staken 
:n what they ach..:a l ly s aw , and n o \.., time has exaggerated a l l  I]em ory to the po int 
�..J .ier-e :: a - one -: a n  .;.ay , ;.; i "' h  any degree f certainty , WHAT they saw . . .  
AL:S the a b ove i s  possi:J le . . .  
::.. : �·: _ ly ev -:= :1  . . .  
Perfectly :!nd indub it ably s o  . . .  
B:.!� ��e:1 5 0  t e a , i n  rr.y humb le  o; nn1�n 1 is the possib i l ity -:hat 'Spring-Hee led 
:ac ..r ' (:Jr . a  v-Br y  ·:: lose re, at i ve ) , is alive and wel l and liv ing on in a th ousand 
L::l'tol d. g u i ses . . .  
A'nc.. maybe . . .  Just n�y�e . . .  It :r: ight Tt�e l l  be w ise t:J heed +-he warning drifting 
ac r os s  a century and n ore . . .  
'SPR ING- HEELED JACK VI ILL GET YOU IF YOU DON 'T WATCH OUT ! ! ! '  

9 

A F INAL FOOT <or shou ld that read HEEL ) NOTE : 

I c ou ldn 't . w ind up this adm itted l y rather lengthy article , without first mak i ng 

a brief men t ion of a spa te of <to my mind at least ) s l ightly u nsett l ing 
c � in _ iden es that s u r r �unded th e penning of the sa i d  p iec e . 
�Tone of  the fo l l owing has any d irect reference to the c ontents of the art icle , 
so I ' l l  k ind ly excuse you i f  choose to skip the next page or s o . 
F:Jr t hose fa ithful readers who have elected t o  st ick w ith me , a t  any rate long 
enough to see i f  I need measuring out for a nice , c om fy 1 w hite strait-jacket , let 
me just out line what happened the first week I began researching the background 
on 'Jack ' .  
Tbe cn _y  i l lusrat ions I had of 'S . H . J '  were tuc ked away i n  issue 3 9  of 'The 
'I�- ==:i:.a.:neC. ' :na�a::: i ::e (�:r- bis ?ub lish i ng ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  A nd -::.0 1  together with the 
af:Jrer:e:1t :i.aned Ste�.y ie  Ge5 , I trai psed �p to the C h.� i c  Centre Pu bl ic Library to 
see if they had any :fu rther rc.aterial I c ou ld use . 1fo sooner had I set foot in 
-:te c o c  _ ,  :dr- sc�d i t ior.o� 'ouild ing 1 than I c am e  ac r:;s s  a book ( a brand new 
acs_u isitian by al l accou:1ts - Certa in ly it was in the '1few B ooks ' section , and a 
quick g lance at the i ns ide jacket revea led that n o - :me had yet taken th i s  
?CJlune out . There was no  b lue- inked , rubber- stamped date on the fr o ntsp i ece) , 
c� l led 'The Unexp lained ' by an author named Jenny Randles . I browsed br iefly 
thr ough the con tent s , the fa i ntly fabulous sme l l  of the pages filling my 
nost i ls , and saw tha t it was a c.pronological h i story of strange events of the 
20th entury . And "' hree guesses w ith no prizes for taking a pop at WHO was 
pictur ed on the open ing page . . .  Yep , that 's correct . . .  It was a head and shoulders 
portrait o f  Jenny Randles . . .  
But on t h e  TH IRD page in , the f irst i llustrat i on o f  an ything rem ot�ly weird 
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Cokay , okay . I know there 's a cheap j oke to be had here , but I ' l l pass i f  you 
don 't m i nd ) , was indeed of 'Jack ' be ing shot at by b.;o pol ice officers . 
Nothi . g  particu larly strange s o  far t�en . 
E.· _ ept  m aybe inspir ing a s l ight ly raised eyebr8l..V or b-1 o  when you consider the 

xcs aga inst there be:.ng a bra:1d ne·,..; add it i on to the treat ises c oncern ing 

j?"'l:"::tr�:Jnnal pheno:::nena featuring 'S .H  .J . '  3.nd inc luding a C.raw ing 'l: 'd :1ever seen 
':Je"for e ,  on the first t i �e I 'd se-t foot in  �.he l ibr ary for three CJr fmJr years . 
.-ti <?r le:afing through every other V 8 lu:me deal ing �l'l i .j...h ::t si:m i l.::�r �.cbjec t ,  I never 
f::: ·.: ::d.  e•.1 e n  a s:ng e �IElT! ION of ' .J'a·:: k ' . 
Th _ : oL .. owing morn ing ' a s� nday ' I d iscoven? d a free :maga:::ine -,.,:itb. 'T:te Peop l e ' I 

C3 .;. l2 .... .:tm::�.z i ng ly cnouoh I ' The Ur .. e : : ? l3. i ned ' .  And m id - �vay .J..b.rough the p ictoria� 
ar:ec.d.otes on suc h subjects as Fi.::h Fa l ls , Pt -:!rodactyls s ig hted over Texas , and 
tlle ob� i3at cry A l ligators being :u�nd in tb.e 3 ev1ers of Eng l3:1d , there he was ! ! !  
' Spr ing-Heeled · Jack ' in a l l  his glory - and :=�.gain i t  Tt"las a sketch I 'd never set 
eyes on before . 
Doubtless I would have dismissed the ab ove i nc idents w ith l ittle m ore attent ion 
than you 'd be l ikely to lav ish upon a p art icu lar ly bor ing d ocume ntary l ike , 'Horl 
to P lay Snooker the Ter:r-y Gr i :f f t l: i s  \lay ' .  
HoTtTever 1 just one 'deBk later , tl" in:; -.; took a decidedly nasty t u rn .  
T-,,.. o m ::J!'"'e of m y  fr iends ;·r er e  .,.,. :::lc:i!'l3 .:::ac :!l ot !1er up c.ne :1ight a b out what t::tey 
:-v_ u ld da if e i t her c: 'er:: ·:Je:::-e ":c s :gh � ' Y� ·:::k ' ... eapi:t;s :.:--::n a br id3e on Magaz i ne 
�23d , Bram boroug� . 
Forty eight hours later , I v;ras ::-eturning h o:m e  from a wonderfu l ly r ivet ing 
even ing out in the 'Wirral ' s  Number One N ite-Spot ! ! ! '  (assuming your taste in 
m u s i c  is l im i ted to · 'blo op-bl o op , bleep- bleep , squrg- squrg m onotonous d r i vel , 

and your c onversat i o n  level ra ises no h igher than that expected at a 'People 
riith Fu l l- Frontal Lobotomy 's W ine And Anthrax Party ' ) . 
It was · a 5 0 p  a pint n ight , and !leed less to s ay , I was non4e to steady on .me 
toots ies . Not too far fr om the br idge were my mates had j oked about 'Jack ' 
bounding across the A4 1 :motorway to frighten pass ing motorists , my left foot 
had a bit of an altercation w ith s omeb ody ' s  front garden wal l .  Tbe resu lt  11fas 
�s � a � � �u l  3S it w as inevitab le;  My left foot 
g ood nam e  !or a �ovie ) , finished �p on 
-:or.seque:1ces t � .= t  =-::. -:ai'l.s . . .  

(which sou� �s to ro e  
the lo2 : n; s i�e , 

And , once again , yo·J 've guessed correct ly , you win the 'Blankety El�nk Cheque 
Book and Pen ' for pred :!.cting that it was m y·  HEEL t!1at �ore tlle �rt!nt of my 
subsequent  injur i es . 
Ear l y  the :1ext evening , aft er having spent most of the day in Arrcwe Park ' s  
Acc ident a ..... d Em ergency Dept in a s t � t e  of agon y ,  :rr:.y Dad 's friend Car l , cal led 
round on the way to 'The V illage Inn ' for a p i nt . He t ook one l ook at my 
banC.aged f o o t  and without a w ord of a l ie ,  a n d  -,,dth no prompt ing from yours 
truly , said ; 'Hel l o ,  i t ' s  Sore-Hee led Jack ' 
YOU may not find any of the above even REMOTELY creepy . 
You 'll pardon rne I 'm sur e ,  but I gu ess I DO . 

I :- eca l l  the w ords of a fam ous investigator of strange phenomena , John Keel , 
1.Vho war ns ; 'Delv ing into the supernatural can br ing a bout a whole bunch of 
we ird coincid ences . And sometimes , in EXTREME cases , you can pretty soon find 
yo�rself in �ire mortal danger as a consequenc e of your investigat i ons i nto the 

Ua!l'�. ' I /_ MD SoMEJims . . . £cHottiG AJ.tJ,;e fk ��t!E:. CF1!Ht .. . ANOiHO:s Wl'@tr.JG 01A1 8£ 
r}cH.D AS �HE' AbtiorJsfiS H£t r�f{;H(E'NE1J cUt�IJ .  . .  I l l I 

I SP�JrJG- -!1£'£'t..£D CAc.k: vltu.. G-d You IF Yav Dat-lf Wlfl at our . . .  

• 
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I 1 1  u.s t ra t i ans s ho w i ng t he p resen t a t ion a t=  a wo r t hy sou l a t  t he 
- cnt.·: r :t  o f  Os i ri s  { top ) a nd t he ?'tle i qh i nq a f  't he hea rt ce remony . 



T...L_M..t!A .- S [;A�:K L�AT J C:THTEF .. .  

A S e l e c t i o n O f  R e c e n t W e i r d An d W o n d � r f u l  P r e s s  C u t t i n g s . 

I y o u  e v e r  w a n t e d  p r o o f  t h a t  F ACT i s  a l w a y s s t r an g e r  t h an 

f 0 t i o n , y o u  o n l y  have to t a k e  y o u r s e l f  a p e e k  a t  t h e 

f o l l o w i n g  s n i p p e t s  f r o m  t h e an n a l s o f  t h e g r e a t  B r i t i s h  

n e w s p ap e r s  . . 
T h e y  a r e  u s u a l l y t u c k e d a w a y  r i g h t  a t  t h e b o t t o m o f  t h e 
p ag e , ( u n l e s s  o f  c o u r s e  i t ' s  t h e  h e i g h t o f  t h e  " S i l l y S e a s o n " , 
o r  y o u · r e a n  a v i d r e ad e r  o f  s u c h  p a t h e t i c d r i v e l a s ' T h e 

S p o r t - )  s o t h a t , u n l e s s  y o u  ' r e b l >j f..� s e d  t-T i t h  p e r f e c t l y  g o o d , 

2 0 I 2 0 v i s  i r) n , y o u  r e  ap t t o  p a s s  e m  b y  w i t h o u  t e v e r kn o H  i n  g 

t h ey w e r e  t h e r e  . . .  

r� e h e  r e a t , D e a  d 0 f N i g: h t , , :: ·:; <...J e v �� r , a ;:- � ') n 1 y t o o  h ap p y  t. o 
r 8 p r i n t e v e r y c u t t i n g t h a t  w e  c o m e  a c r o s s  . . .  B e  i t  a maj o r  L o c h  
N '� s s e _ ,  � 1 u s ::. v e o 1· .• ( ru r) r e l i J-:. e l y ) :�. t h r e e l i n  e U F 0 !.' e p o r t f-7 i t h 
s u i t ab l y - l u r i d h e ad l i n e  . . .  s a v i n g  y o u  t h e t r o u b l e o f  s t r a i n i n g  

y - u r e y e s � g h t  i n  t h e  s e a r � h  r o r  a s l i c e  o f  R E AL 
n e w s  . . .  (' a l  t'h o u g h  i f  y o u  S H O U L D  c o m e  a c r o s s  A N YT H I NG r e m o t e l y  
· s t r an g e ' i n  y o u r d a i l y r ag , w e ' d  b e  mo s t  a p p r e c i a t i v e i f y o u  

c o u l d l e t  u s  h av e  i t  f o r  u s e  i n a f u t u r e  i s s u e . 

S o , C o n s t an t R e ad e r ; g r a b y o u r s e l f  a ho t m u g  o f  c o f f e e _. t a k e  
t h e p h on e o f f  t h e  h o o k , l e a v e  t h e t v s c r e e n b l a n k ,  an d s i n k  
i n  t o  you r c o m f y - e s t a r m c h a i r ,  and b e f o r e  l o n g y o u , 1 1  d i s c o v e r 

t h a t  " I n t. h e  F o r t e a n W o r l d , t h e n o s t  i mp l o.u s i b l �  .. i l l o g i c a l 
t � i n g s  s ho w  t h e m s e l v e s t o  b e  f a c t u a l . N o  m a t t e r  h o w  mu c h  t h e y  

s e e m t o  b e  m i m i c k i n g t h e c o n t e n t s  o f  f o l k - f i c t i o n . . .  " 

� E I R D H U M A N  B E H A V I O U R .  
Qu i t e h o n e s t l y ,  t h i s  i s  a 

v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  c a s e  t o  t r y  
and c a t e g o r i z e . T h e 
s u gg e s t i o n t h a t  t h e w o m a n 
i n v o l ve d  i n  t h e s e  q u i t e  

b i z z a r e  a t t a c k s  m a y  h av e  h a d  

S !'"l m �  s o r t  1) f " m e n t a l 
p r o b l e m "  �� o n n e c t e d w i t h  
b a b i e s , i s  a t  b e s t 
s u p p o s i t i o n .. a n d  a t  w o r s t  a 
w .i. l d gu e s s  b a s e d  u p o n  a 
d . ."J p e r a t e  n e e d t o  f i n d  s. 
r a t i o n a l e xp l a n a t i o n . 
S i m i l a r a c t s o f  g r a v e y a r d  

d e s e c r a t i o n  a r e  o f t e n b l am e d  
o n  ' S a t an i s t s ' o r  ' B l a c k  

M ag i c i an s ' . . .  An d  i t  s e e m s  a 
t r i f l e s t r an g e t h a t  t h e r e  

w a s  n o  m e n t i o n o f  t h a t  

p o s s i b l i t y c o n t a i n ed i n  t h e 

a c c o u n t . 

1 8 8 1  

· •. A W O M A N  w h o  
smashes the heads 

off statues of the infant 
Jesus was being hunted 
yesterday by polic� . 
• They fear. she may 

have a grudge and 
' c o u l d  a t t a c k  a r e a l  

child. 

! Jfi:st=::e?r: 
='\hi''!\;ff;,.� 
was smashed while the 

. Madonna was un ­
' touched. A woman was 
seen fleeing after one of 
the attacks. 

Rua th J Ca.:r.'di ff .  Da i ly Han c .  
31 s t  Jan l.l a ry .  

• 



,. -� � C �: T ·3 A �'h:: A F ?  A � � T !: c N S . 
A. :·: :J :r ·�· h e -tJ �' p ;_1_ j_ , :::.t b l r) i ,j :.. •: o u n t  
� f  g h o s t l y  � h e n 0 m e n a d e e p  i n  
t : -� -:· h � a r ::. � f t. h c e d i t 1) r .- s 
h c: m. e  C O U ! l  t y  r) f !vf e r � e y s i d e . 
'·' e s t  D e r b J , t r  b e  e x a c t . 
I t · �  i n t e � e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h e  
f i r e m e n , s e m b a. r r a s s m e n  t a t  
h a v i n g h ad t o  r e p o r t  
:::: i :?; �1 :. i n g  ::, o m ;:: t h i n .g t h a t  l i r?. s  
� u t s i d e  t h e a c c e p t e d s e n s e  
�:. f c.J h a  t p a s s e s  f o r  r e  a l i t y . 
T h 1:- i r 
o. d d s a 

a p p a r e n t 
s l  i r�: e o f  

r e l u c t an c '3  
c :.- e d e n c e  t o  

h a u n t ed f i r e  :. � � s  t. a � � o f  
s � a t i o n . 
T :1 e r e s u l t a � . t ·1_d v .:.. .:· e s e � k i n g� 
f r o m  a 1 o c:· a :  m e: d i u m  a l s o  
ad d s  s o m e  �.J e i.g h t  t o  t. h e 
f i r '?; m a n  · s v e r a c i t y . . .  A f t l3' r  
a l l ,  m o s t  p e o p l e  r e ,g a r d  

!) e i n .g - � ? r i t - S e n s i t i v e s ' a s  
p r ed o m i n a n t l y c r a n k �  o r  

f e w  
t h e 

t h a t  

c h a r l a t an s  o u t t ,) m a k e  3. 
b o L  a t  t h e � x p e n s e  o f  
-� '.1 l .1. i b 1 -:;  . _ . I t f r) l � 1) �� :3 
:: l t7 �-, �� ·:! ! }{ i f1 .J  ·£ �1 r..:� · -J :.:.: i :_ i rJ �1 S  CJ f  
.r E; ;:, p '-" r. s ·:� r:! l i �- y a p � n 0 t 1 i .{ e l y 
t o  r e s o r t  t o  Q a l l i n g  u p o n  

s u c h  c o l o u r f u l i n d i v i d u a l s  
u n l e s s  t h e y  t r u l y  b e l i e v e d  

t h t:- r e  H a s  n :-�  o +- h e r  o p t i o n  . . . 
T h e  c a t a l y s t f o r  t h e  

h c, u n  t i n g  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  

t h e b u i l d i n g  o f  a n  e x t e n s i o n 
t o  t h e s t a t i o n w h i c h  
� n e a r t h ed a n  o l d 

r-1 e l l  . . . D i s t u r b an c e s  o f  t h e 
g r o u n d  and t h e u n c o v e r .:.. n g  o f  
c. ;; c i e n t  s i t e s  o f t e r l  g i v e s  
r i s e  t o  s i m i l a r  p h e n o m e n a . 
J u s t  a s k  P r o f e s s o r  B e r n a r d  
Q u a t e r �n a s s  
i n  w i t h  t h e 
; l l l .... a n e . . .  

C U R S E S . 
A n y f an o f  
l a t  e -- n i g h t 

f r e s h  f r o m  
D E M O N S  

a r u n ­
H o b b ' S  

a l l t h o s e  c l a s s i c  

h o r r o r  d o u b l e  

b e  m o r e  t h a n  b i l l s , w i l l  
f am i l i a r  
D r a c u l a . 
r e p u t ed 
i n  h e  r e n t. 

t. o  

s o m e t i m e s , 
e n1 b o d  i ed i !-l 
b a .,:.: l 1.1 c k ;::\ · ·� . ·: 

Fr i t h  C a s t l e 

T h e c a s t l e i s  

b e  t h e  f o c u s  o f  
e v i l . 

t. !1 i s  e v i l  
a s u c c e s s i 1) n 

A n d  
i s  
o f  

---:: .. -:- -- . - isy·varWOii . 

• .  - �-• • • • � of  1he fire station spirit 

I �� Gliost gives � 

· · rue crews 
the jitters 

. FIREMEN have . put out 
their own 999 call . . . for 
gbostbusters. 

· Li�=l'sbe��t �rb�
i
��� f;! 

station because of some ghostly 
10��f.'l$ on the night shift are 
convinced they have got an out· 

- of-this-wocld visitor - or two. 
Firemen Keith Taylor said: "I'm 

��'] i�J'.:;
c
J�b

a
��

t �e:n!��f� 
turbing sichu - but I tell you, 
this has really cot to me." 

Spiritualists 
Various watches claim to have 

seen apparitions in their rest 
room every night shift. 

The main figure appears to be a 
=

e
�;����Jal::� Ed,:a� 

Wilson. who used to live on the 
site of the fire station. 

There has also been another 
- ,...,.. - . 

somi'thinc. Up until recently we 
have all been too embartasaed to 
admit to such a thii)C.'' .· 

Fireman Tony Jordan reckons 
there has been somethin& weird 
about the station for six years. 

The f�n have called in the 
����!seerurchC:,��

el
Jdat· 

thews, who put them in touch 
with a medium, said: "Without 
doubt there is some kind of spirit 
activity down there. 

Fear 
· "It often happens that people 
like firemen, or ambulancemen or 
ro:�':

e
��� :a�:rh.=

r
� 

compass1on and -seusitivity which 
makes them SUSC�tPtible to sens-
int:�'!u. 

what'-;: :e know about 
this case- they have nothing to 
fear. The spirit is simply very 
interested in the work the fire-
�:e�0H�

n
:_;t!\��a��'fe= 

a whole new languace - . .  " 
ftiT tall man. and sometimes a 
1f1?up of children. 

The firemen have seen the rJ(Ures wa1kinC up aud down the .room. standinl over their bunks 
aucl �n feellul as if their sleep­
inl bap � beinJ J)Ulled away. 

ADd they say 1t has got worse 
=�kt:e� ��a���� 
has unearthed an old water well. 

Keith said: "It sounds far 
fetched aad if it had not hap­pened to me I would never have 
believed it: But the other nilht I 
woke up and there-was tt.is· bloke,. 
starin& at me. 

"It's onlx now that we have all 
started tll{kinc about it that we 
realise we have aJl experienced 

Wes t De rby , 

L i verp o o l  Echo . 
L i  ve1·p o o l . 

3I·d ..Jan u a ry . 

DRACULA HORROR TRIP'i 
S. �001(.� TV star Sarah Kennedy told Ye&- Then ca�e�aman Andy

• Mac- ; 
teniay bow she waa IIJI()Olced by a Donald wao almost killed when a I 

. nighcmare trtp to the land of ��·a�'::fe �..:'::fv�l 
�trtp to RoDlAili& to. tllm m1811ed him by tncbea. 

I. �R�H %�:�l��J::� s� sa.id: "It wa.s very odd. . 
ing'��a;-y;����·btt- or ·;;{�=���= 
ten by a dog and bad to be flown he!' m Bucba.rest. And we feued · home with a bad).y..gaahed leg. Andy migh� have been ldlled.:: � 

Tl·an syl v;.-=tn i a  .. Roman i a . Da i l y 

Han c  1 2 th Jv l y .  
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t h .:  ,.J i l d s  o f  B r i t a i n . 
T L r:� y · r � .:1 o .t '?. c o n  .; e t' n e d .. 7 .L t h 
� !-tt=- r:; .r: >:: ·�, !: U i' e , S p r o x i m i t y t. •) 
o n e 1 1.  t h e Ho y a l s  t han H i  t h  
t h e f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  

s ho u l d n ' t  b e  
r o a m i n �  f r e e  l n  

s u c h an i m a l s  

E n e;  1 and . . .  

. PUMA- HUNT 
NEAR FERGIE 

A s  e o  t .' 

WORRIED po l i ce were 
yesterday hunting a puma­
type beast on the loose 
near the Duke and Duch­
ess of York's almost-com­
pleted new home. · A ·wom:m walking her 

. dog spotted the snarling 
big cat l urking in the 
bushes near Ascot, Berks. 

B -:: r ksh i .r e . Th e 
1 ; /; :1 , r  u li c3 

ST R A N G E  D � S A P P E A R A J C E . 
A m y s t e r y o f  t h e s e a t ha t 
ha ��! i t  o r  .... ,:; u r ed r ... -tn y w h e r e  n e a 1· 
t h e d r e ad ed B e r mu d a  
T r i &n g l e , w o u l d  d o u b t l e s s  
have · . ad C h a r  l i e B e r  l i t z  

w e t t i ng h i s t r o u s e r s  . . .  

BOAT MYSTERY · 

B u s i n e s s m a n  C l i v e  
Carr, 4 7 ,  i s  m U;  sing after 
his yacht was found 
drifting · Marie Celeste : 
style, with the sails set.:·· · · c,rr sa'lcoinh�e:····nevon� • . .-�"i' 

De v-r..--.!} .. Engl and . Th e 
1 2 th l'fa � ·oh . 

S U P E RS T  T I O N . 

THE street number 
of a rectoT)I has 
been changed from 
666 to u68 because 
chur.A:h parishioners 
in ' CentraL Falls, 
R h o d. e  I s l a n d. ,  

· fe ared t h e  o l d  
number was a sign 
of the devil. 

-)cuJtJ .  

R h o d e  Isl :..-=: n d .. U:3A . Nc= r.;rs Of 
Th t� Wor 1 et .  SuJ!ll!J e 1' . 

::.· r i ':.:. r>:; s h ;.:·cTJ e b e e n  
t o o  m a n y A l f r ed 

f e a t h e r e d 
w a t c h i n g  

H i t c h c o c k  
m t) V i e s . . .  

tHELP, BIRDS ARE 
t RESIDENTS in a 
' quiet street are facing . 

the · real-life terror of · Alfred · Hitchcock's 
film The Birds. 

BITING!; 
A . family of crows 

swoop down to attack 
·every time people 
.open their doors in 

cidence . Daphne Du 
Maurier; · · author of 
The Birds, us�d to live 
nearby. , . . · 

"It's terrifying, "  
says Pa tricia Grange Gardens, 

Hampstead, north 
-London. 
. . By an amazing coin-

Abomnes, who was 
pecked as she got out . 
of her car . 

No1· tf7 Hamp s t ead_. 
�unday P e op l e . Apr i l 

En,gl and . 

1 5 t h .  

� A L L O W E ' E N H O R RO RS . 
E v e r y  t i m e  t h e  
c: o m e s  a r o u n d � 

3 1 s t  O c t ob e r  

y o u  ·· 1 1  he a r  
vo i c e s  o f  

';! o n  c e r n e d c h r i s  t i an i t  y 
o f f e r ing  t he i r  k i l l -j oy 
ad v i c e  t o  y o u n g s t e r s  w h o  

h a v e  t he t e m e r i t y t o  e n g ag e  

i n  a s p o t  o f  f r i v o l i t y  o n  
t h i s d a t e . 
I t ' s  a b i t  r i c h , e s p e c i a l l y 

w h e n  y o u  c o n s i d e r  t h e  

c h r i s t i an s  n i c k e d  j u s t  ab o u t 

e v e r y  p agan f e s t i v a l  g o i n g  

t o  s u i t  t h e i r  o w n r � l i g i o n . 

.--IGas -' lure-d 
by the devil ' 

c;en '3 r;...� 1 . 
(),_: t o b e r . 

HALLOWE 'EN fun and 
games are luring Britain 's 
children into devil wor­
ship, a top churchman 
warned · yesterday. · 

Bishop of Chester, the 
R i g h t  R e v  M i c h a e l  
B a u g h e n ,  w a n t s  t h e  
spooky festival banned . 

A n d  A n g l e s e'y v i c a r· 
Phil Hughes said: "It is 
wrong to view Hall owe 'en : 
as harmless fu n. " 

Da i l y Nan e .  31 ::::-: t 

• .  
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::; c• tu e t h i n  g o f ::�. r a r i t y h e  r e . I 
�t u n , t h a v e  a w h c 1 e p i l e o f 
r e p o r t s  � m a.n a t i n g  f r o m t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  c o u n t r y . T h e 
B a l k an s a n d  t h e i r  i m m e d i a t e  

n e i g h b o u r s  a r e  n o t o r i o u s l y 
s e c r e t i v e  ab o u t s u c h  

t h i n g s  . . .  E v e n  t o d a y 

Peep�ng UFO 
H U NGARy � A- �a�ce'r-shapcd U FO escorted a truck driver 
to his home in northeast Hungary and "peeped'' through the 
curtains, \he Hungarian M11 news agency report�d to�ay. 

The driver, Mr Zoltan Bartus , and a compamon saad t�cy 

noticed the luminous object as big as a full moon foll�wmg 
their : rude near the village of SzecsenyfelCa!u. They cl�mbed 
into Mr  B ar tus's house through the back wmdow,_ hopmg to 

· shake the UFO ,  which shone a green beam into the room. -

:3::: e c se n y f e 1 fa 1 a _, Hun g·a r y . 
Ir i sh T i m e s  1 s t  Oc t ober 

A n  a c c o u n t  a 

t o  h o m e  t h i s  

s h a p e d · U FO , S 

l i t t l e  c l o s e r 

t i m e . p e a r ­

a r e  n o t a s  
� n c o m m o n  a s  y o u  m i g h t  t h i n k , 

i n  f a c t t h e  t r ad i t i on a l  
� a u c e r  s h a p e  i s n · t g u  i t e  a s  

u b i q u i t o u s  a s  i s  p o p u l a r l y 

b e l i e v e d  

lYiystery 
light 
spotted· 
in sky 
EARLY riser lan 
Morrish wondered it 
he was seei n g  things 
on Tuesday w hen nn 
unusuul l i gh t  in the 
sky changed from 
round to pear shape 
ond s prouted wings. 

"My wife thinks 
I'm mad,". sa ys Inn, of 
Oxmnns Cottages, 
Westleigh. 

"But I am 1 00 per 
cent sure it wasn't n 
star, the moon or a 
plane." 

Inn spotted the 
bri gh t  light at 
5.30am while he was 
lookin g from 
Westleigh towards 
E11Btlei gh. It was at 
an an gle of abo u t  30 
degrees. 

.. It was about the 
MiZO U( 11 rtvo pOUCO 
p iece - three or four 
times bi gger than a 
stur - with two · 
wing" and it was 11 
long, wng way up," 
he says. 

"I watched it for 
about an hou.r-·and a 
hnJf until it became 
dayl i ght and clouds . 
obscured it. It wasn't 
moving. 

"I Lhoucht. l t  . might be the Ruaainn 
space atation. but 
Lhat wouldn't have 
changed shape liko 
this did." 

He took some 
pictures o( the 
object. but next 
morning was too 

I
' 

cloudy for it t� bo 
seen again. 

Wes t l e igh � Nor t h  De von . 
l O th Fl ying Sa u c er Re vi e w .  

Oc t o b er: .  

K I L L E R AN I M AL S . 
S t o r i e s  o f  M o t h e r  N a t u r e ' s 

e r e a t u r e ::s  e n g ag e d  i n  o p e n  
r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  h u m an i t y a r e  

n o t  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  p r op e r t y 
o f  h o r r o r  f i c t i o n w r i t e r s . 

E v e n  t h e  t i n i e s t  o f  i n s e c t s  

c an s o m e t i m e s  w r e a k h av o c 

u p o n  m a n k i n d . .:. ·'ARTS. -RIILED · 
: MY HUSBAND.-
. WIDOW 

. Hazel Murphey 
,. claims her h'usband was 
:bitten . to death by bun-' 
. dreds of fire ants ��they 
. sl�pt at a motel ·�, ·· .. ' : Charles aw�ke ,C with

' 
. nausea and di�d from an 
• allergic reaction after 

staying at the motel in· 
Houston, Texas. Hazel is 

·-��ng. tb.� .ownee. . 
· 

Hou s t on .. 
Oc t ober . 

Texas . 
Da i l y l1a.n c . 

1 4 t h 

U FO ' S  
A s i g h t i n g  t h a t  add s  w e i g h t  

t o  t h e ' W e d n e s d a y 

P h e n o m e n o n ' a t e r m c o i n e d  b y  
t h e f am o u s  U F O  r e s e a r c h e r  

.J o hn K e e l ( S e e  f u tu re i s s u e 
f o r  i n - d e p t h  f e a t u r e  o n  t h i s  

p e c u l i a r i t y o f  U f o l o gy ) 

m o s t l y d u e  t o  t h e f a c t  t h a t  

i t  o c c u r e d  o n  . . . S u r p r i s e , 

s u r p r i s e  . . .  A W ed n e sd ay . 

A MAN says he saw a UFO over 
Tunbridg� Wells on W cdnesd.ay 

. night. · ;. . 
·. · . 

It had large red rect.:lngulat 
rotating lights; and bovered.ovcr 
pans of the town, he claimed •. 

Patrick Syder, 28, a geologist. 
. JQld_the· Courier the- hc · aud his 

fricn� . o.uruan- P:iync · ·o.rc 
convmccd they saw a UFO from 
a flat in Nevill Park. .moving 
slowly over HungcrshAll. · Park 
shortly before midnight. · . .  

. .  We suw a single light. then 
it dimmed and · moved ofT very 
slowly. The light changed to 
three recbngular panelled lights 
which were rotating.. We could 

. not believe it, · it certainly· w��J...' 
any .nonnal type of aircraft." 

· · 

Mr Syder, who added .that he · 
and· his friend • bad · ·not � been · 
drinking. watched the . rot.:lting 
craft fot about'JO:scconds before 
it disappeared behind the trees. 

But 1'unbridge Wells police, 
although used to strange bap- : 
penings. in the night,' s3jd no-one 
ha� reported a UFO. _...-

Tun b r i dge We 1 1  s .. Ken t a.n d 
Su ssex Co u i· i ez- .  2 7t h  
Sep t em b e r . 



i m i t a t e  a r t. ?  
H e r e · s a n  u p d a t e d v e r s i o n o f  
L h e R o m u - � s  And R e m u s 
l egend . .No tamiftj:·1 . 

. a wolf: llfi� . 
•• • & , .. 4- . . · 

DOCTORS rui.ve abandoned hoP&" 
'of cb.anging a boy brought up by a 
paok of wolves into a normal 
human. . -

The savage, christened Djuma ....:. 
Wolf Boy - still walks on a.ll fours 
and eats raw meat, 29 years a.fter 
he was found by oil explorers in 
the wastes of the Soviet Union. 

The wolf boy, who was about 
. seven when he was found, will stay in hospital at Ashkhabad. A doc­tor said: ' ·Djuma will howl at the 
.moon for the rest of his life.,. : : 

A shk.h a b a d .. CIS . Da. i l y  Han c . 
Apri l . 

u po · s 
T h e r e a l l y s t r an g e  t h i n g  
a b o u t t h i s  r e p o r t  c o n t a i n e d 

i n  t h e p o p u J.. a r  p r e s s , i s  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s n e v e r  a n y  
f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n 

c o n c e r n i n g  t h i s  u n  i d en t i f  i e d 
o b j e c t  f o r t h c o m i n g . W a s i t  

d u l y  d i s c o v e r e d t o  b e  a 

h a r � l e s s  e h  n k o f  s p a c e 

d e b r i s , o r  a s m a l l 
m e t e o r i t e ?  

O r  i s  t h e re a m o r e  s i n i s t e r  

r e a s o n b e h i n d  w i t h h o l d i n g  

t h e f a c t s ? ? ?  

Mystery object 
heads for Earth 
SOENTISTs are baffied by a 
mystery object due. to pass close to 
Earth next month. 
The object, which measures one 
yard across, could be the smallest 
asteroid ever seen or a 20-year­
old ApoUo moon rocket. 
Astronomer Brian Marsde� 
said: "Unless the military knows, 
no one has a .clue." 

High a b o ve the E;.1 !" t h . Toda y .  
2g th No vember . 

D E rH:J N C L QGY . 
A q u i t � b l a t an t e x  amp l e  -. f 
h o w p u b l i c hy s t e r i a  c a n b e  
w h i p p ed u p  b y  t h e s en s a t i o n ­

s e e k i n g  S u n d a y t ab l o i d s . 

W h i l s t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e d ou b t  
t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t  c e r t a i n 
s i c k o  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  

p r o c l a i m t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  
' S a t an i s t s ' ,  t h e  r e c e n t  

s p a t e  o f  R i t u a l  C h i l d A b u s e  
c a s e s  t h a t  w e r e  l a u g h e d o u t 

o f  c o u r t � p r o v e  t h a t  

s o m e t i m e s  t h e  m e d i a  c an 
i n f l u en c e  p u b l i-e o p i n i o n t o  
t h e e x t e n t t h a t  t h e y ' r e 
r e ad y  t o  a c c e p t t h e mo s t  
r i d i c u l o u s  n o t i o n s a t  f a c e ­

v a l u e . 

A SATAN .Squad 
-tau bMii .. t up by 
Sootland · Yard to 
tnok . doWn . devll­
worahlppera · · who 
prey on . ohlldi'M. 

The ..... det..UVe 
t..........,.. lint of ltl 
kind In . ilrlblllt-wiR 
.... nationwide pow-... to .probe BIMk 
...... ...... 
·. lenlor MetropOIIbln ........ . Mt · up the 
1 r o u p  a ft e r · t h e  EIIPinl - Ferut Satu 
..... ....... ........... at the 01c1· Bailey· IUt 
IIIOIIth. . . 

Dwtnl . the trtal lt 
waa · . . atalmed little 
pta ..... toroecl to 
e a t  b a b i e s  a n d  
hUIDUI were · Ut• 
rtftMIL· 

The ...., In width 
t w o  1 1 r 1 a  ·w e r e · 
llllaleCI to · have been 
auuaHy ·abused by 
their parMitl, loclpar- . 

enta . and . a familY friend, ... ..,,. aft• 
the proMOUtiOn ..... 
tiMt lellll ayat .. wu 
.. .... ........ . to ..... 
whll lt. . ; 

Bri t a in . Ne r.rs Of The Wo r l d . 
1 4  t h c.l Ll l y .  
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? r � o f  i n d e e J  t h a t  e v e n  i n  
t h e  n i d s t  o f  t h e s o - e a  l e d 
· e n l i g h t e n ed ' s c i e n t f i e 

a ge J t h e  f e a r  a n d  i r r a t i o n a l  
b e l i e f  i n  t h e i n h a b i t an t s  o f  

s o m e  d a r k ,  i m ag i n a r y  

i s  s t i l l  a s  p r e v a l e n t  
w a s  i n  t h e m i d d l e  ag e s . 

Exorcism l 
bv water · 

kills mum 
A MOTHER killed herself 
by swallowing 15 PINTS of 
mineral·water in a bid to 
wash away the DeviL 

Her husband. sister and_ ,  
·two daughters a.re in h.­
pi tal after the bizfri-re 
exorcism ceremQny. 

Christiane Confrere, 41, 
from Ha.llngen, Northern 
France, was convinced 
she was possessed by the 
Devil. . 

When the church failed 
to "cure" her and her 
family, she went to a local 
shop and bought all the., 
mineral water in stock. 

Then the family sat 
down and began to drink 
the water non-stop to 
"cleanse" their bodies. 

They guzzled 100 pints. 
Christiane flooded her 
lungs and died. The others � taken gasping _for 

th to hospital. 

Ha l i ngen .. Fran c e . 
l1 a n  c .  Sunuae 1· . 

L AK:S: M O N STE R . 

p l an e , 

a s  i t  

Da i l y 

' N e s s i e ' i s n · t 
M o n s t e r  r e a r i n g 

f r o m  t h e d a r k  
i s o l a t e d l a k e s  

t h e  on l y 

i t s  he ad 
d e p t h s o f  

t o  c o n f o u n d  

S i b e r i a �  Ru ssi a .  Da i l y Han c .  
2n d No vembe1· . 

W E I RD H U M AN B E H A V I O U R 
P e o p l �  d o  t h e  s t r a n g e s t  
t h i n g s . T a l k  a b o u t t o t a l  
o v e r - r e a c t i o n s  . .  

S hangha i .. Ch in a. . Da i l y Sl u1· . 
7 t h  Ju l y .  

AN I M AL K I N D N E S S . 

A t o u c h i n g  e x amp l e  o f  t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  ' d u m b ' 

c r e a t u r e s  m a y  h av e  r e a l  

f e e l i n g s  a n d  e m o t i o n s  . . .  N o t  

t h a t  d i s i m i l a r  t o  w e  hu m an s . 

T h i s  i s  j u s t  O N E  o f  s e ve r a l  

a c c o u n t s  w e  h a v e  o n  f i l e 

t h a t  s e e m t o  i n d i c t e  t h a t  
an i m a l s  a r e  i n d e e d c ap a b l e  
o f  e xp e r i e n c i n g  t h e f e e l i n g s  

o f  j o y an d s o r r o w . 

Mongrel 
· 'suicide' 
FAITHFUL pet Trudi 
the mongrel leapt off a cliff to her death after 
seeing her master die. 

She was .seen h�l- . 
ing and barking 
shortly before jump­
ing. 

Her owner's ·body 
had been found min­
utes before on rocks· 
below the cliffs in New 
�uth Wales,_ Austra-

Ne r-1 S o a  t h  
Da i l y S l u r . 

Wa l es J  A u s t r a l i a . 
1 7 t h  Oc t ober . 



h o r: e .s t l y 
w t· i '::. i n g  t o o  
s u bj e �.... t  . . .  

v i d e o  
(: an · t 
m u c h  

n a s t  e . . .  i 
s t o m a c h 

a b o u t t h i s  

L i t h u an i a . 
Oc t ob er . 

The Scum . 3 t h  

W I T C H C RAFT . . 

E v e n  t od ay , s o m e  

f a i t h 
t h e y  d o  

p l a c! e  
o c c u l t  

m o r e  
t h an 

Nige1· i a. . 
SuJrlme !' . 

L i verp o o l  

W E AT H E R  A N O M AL Y . 

Ice. l·bombs' . 
crash down .. ; · 

HAILSTONES as p,jg as 1 
. �uts crashed do"T..'op · 
a town· yesterday: . ·}!( :;..: �They sounded :-.::like� 
bombs dropping. on· the 
roof, " Said a- woman .in · 
Bedford. . · .· .-..; -=-�'St 

A sizzling day in · ili� · 
south and east of� ' 
with temperatures nudg­
ing 90F, ended '!aQtb· tor- � 
rential rain . in · places, ; 
bringing chaos to roads. �-- · '- -...:.....;...._ ____ ___ -

B e dfo :l'd _. Eng·J and . 

S 1 u 1' . 1 1  t h J a l  y .  

p e o p l e  

i n  t h e 

i n  y o u r  

Ech o . 

Da i l y 

C 0 :3 H I C  .J O K E . 
.d1 0 W  w e ' v e a l r e ad y  

c o l l a t e d t w o  w h o l e  p ag e s  o f  
s yn c h r o n i c i t y/ c o i n c i d e n c e  

s n i p p e t s , b u t I h o n e s t l y 

c o u l d n ' t  r e s i s t  i n c l u d i n g  

t h i s  c l a s s i c . . .  

HORROR: story i� Jennifer Roberts saw fictio� 
· turn. into fact on a �ping holiday. · 

She was struck by lightning while reading a book · 
featuring bolts of lightning on the cover. It burned 
through 291 p$ge5 . of Stephen King's spine chiller 
The :Dead Zone · and left her paralysed for over an 

· hour. Jennifer, 23,was saved by the rubber mattress 
she was lying on during her holiday in Queensland, · 
Australia. 

Qu een s l and� A u s tra l i a . 
Sl u 1· .  1 s t  No vemb er . 

R E L I G I O U S  P H E N O M E N A . 

Da i l y 

W e  m ay l i v e  i n  e s s e n t i a l l y 

f a i t h l e s s  t i m e s , b u t i t  

s e e m s  t ha t  m an k i n d  i s  a 
s u c k e r f o r  a b o u t o f  t h e  o l ' 

p u r ve y o r  o f  m i r a c u l o u s  c u r e ­

a l l s . . .  

Nig·e 1· i a . 

Win t er . 

c�w• roe�· · 
.to healer 
T H O U S A N D S  o f  

; Nigerian lepers, cripples· 
. a n d  o t h e r  d is abled 
i people are flocking to 
' the home of a reputed. 
miracle worker. 

Hajiya Zul�. 35,. the 
wife of a Nigenan secur­
ity guard in, claims to 
have cured 1,200 people: 
in a week, without 

.charg� • .  

L i  ve:l'p o o l  Ech o . 

. . .  An d h e r e ' s  w h a t 

i f  y o u  r e  t a k e n  
h ap p e n s  

i n  b y  

t h e m  . . .  

Tonic kills 72 
SEVENTY-TWO peo � 
ple died of alcohol 

·poisoning in In4ia . 
·.af t e r· d r i n-k i n g'  a· 
· tradi tional  H i ndu · 
stomach medicine. 

In di a. . Da i l y 
No vei11b e1· . 

11an c . 1 3 th 

• 
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Ct t i c o f  t h e  m o r e  p l a u s j_ b l e  

e xp l an a t i o n � p r o f f e r e d b y  

t h e s k e p t i c a l  f r a t e r n i t y i s  

t h e f r e q u e n t c l a i m  t ha t  s o m e  

m y s t e r i o u s  a e r i a l  o b j e c t s  

a r e  i n  f a c t t e r r e s t i a l 

a i r s h i p s  . . .  I g u e s s  i t , s o n e  

o f  t h o s e  s i t u a t i o n s  w e r e  y o u  

h a v e  t o  m a k e  u p  y o u r o wn 

m i n d  . . .  

.Ai�hiP 
th81Jij: 
on UFO 
· chUmS· 

A.' BIRDWATCHER 
daiJu a "UFO" scea 
by dozeM o{ people lD 
NotUJaabam . lut 
moatb w• u airship. 

Mr DaTicl Palmer, of 
BlrdafleW Road, 
Anlold, aW be spot• 
ted the a1nlalp tbrougb 
Di&btgiules be IISCI 
for wa&dala& owls. · He saht be aw tbe craft 
nylna at about soort 
from • friald'l -­

· Ill AraoW., 011 MaJ n. 
Mr Palmer, 39, aW: .. , 

III&Daled to &et • 
good look at lt 
tbroa&b 1111 &laaes . aDd YCMI cOuld make 
out the airship form 
quite deuly." 

A apokesmaa Cor .the 
Eut MWiaDda tJFO 
Research Orpaiu­
doa aaicl they bad 

. coatacted Unbip o� 
en ucl DODe ol tbcaa 
bad a cralt fi)'iD& at 
that time. 

East Mldlaads Airport 
say they daeckcd at 
tho time or the sigbt· 
lags aad tbere was DO 
airship recorded, but 
said tbey do DOt 
record nerytbiA& .. hich tZoes throup 

No t t ingham . 
Even i ng· Pos t . 

No t t ing·ha111 

1 4 t h \.Tun e .  

O U T - O F - P L A C E  AN I M AL S . 

T h e o 1 ·· G r e e n h o u s e E f f e c t  
h a s  t a k e n  t h e b r u n t o f  t h e 

b l a m e f o r  r e p o r t s  o f  

c r e a t u r e s  b e i n g  s p o t t e d f a r  

f r o m  t h e c o u n t r y o f  t h e i r  

o r i g i n . T h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h r o u g h o u t r e c o r d e d h i s t o r y 

an i m a l s  h a v e  b e e n  s e e n w h e r e  

t h e y  s h o u l d n ' t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  

e s c ap e d t h e ' e x p e r t s ' . A s  

E l i z a b e t h  M a s t r an t o n i o  s ay s  

i n  t he s c i - f� f i l m T H E  

AB Y S S , " Yo u  h a v e  t o  l o o k  

w i t h  b e t t e r  e ye s t h an 
t h a t ! ! ! " 

·· ocTOPUSES 
JiliE COMING! 
AN INVASION is expec�d on Brita.in"s 
beaches this summer - by octopuses up to 
flve feet long. 

· 

Mild winters have led to an:�losion in 
the numbers of Lesser OctopuSes in the 
English Cbannel. - : . 

Marine biologist Amanda Burrows, of the 
Dorset Sealife Centre in Weymouth, sa.ir 
"People should not touch them. They � 
not u.suaJ.ly aggressive, but their beaks and 

.sc.c�ers can inflict nasty injuries." 
- # · - �····- - -- •. ·- •• -� __;.-..::-

Bri t a i n ' s  bea ches . Da i l y 
11an c .  Ju l y .  

C U R S E S . 

M o r e  f r o m  t h e 

C a s t l e 

b y  n o w 

D r a c u l a  i n f am o u s 

C u r s e  . .  

VAMPIRES 
GET CROSS -

DRACULA'S curse has 
fallen on a spooky musi­

- cal with a series of 
bizarre accidents. 

One cast member cut his 
wrist as he did the wash­
ing-up - and one slit 
his throat falling on bro­
ken glass. · · 

Several others broke legs · 
in falls. But Dracula 
Spectacular goes on at 

· Birmingham Repertory 
Th�_atr�: _ . � · · �-=-= 

Tr<.=tn syl van i a . 

1 0 th Ju l y .  
Da i l y 51 Lll' . 



THE RQAD OF DREA�S AS �IRRORS . 

C A  Cou p l e  o f  Pages Fu l l  Of Crac�i n '  Good C osmi c J okes ) . 

GREASE MY PALM! 
' A 29-year-old Germ an 
· tourist scopped nearly 
. £700,000 in a lottery in 
; Koblenz after a Hong 
· Kong palm reader cor­
' rectly predicted his lucky 
' · numbers would be 17 and 19. . 

Kabl e nz , Germa �y . 29t � J a n�3ry . 
Su nday . P e opl e . 

· DEAD AIIIOYED 
A family lit Lima chased their 'dead' relative with crosses when they came home from 

h1a tuneral after bury-1nl the wrong man. 

L i ma ,  Peru . St � Amer i ca .  l Ot �  Ju l y .  
The Scum.  

ESCAPE D  pTis­
oneT Ala.n Wil­
l i a. m s  h u T l e d  
himself 4 0  feet  
jTom fLat$ to  flee 
polic.--but ianaeci 
OJl a. cop ca.T in 
�"��!h� ��· _ ; 

P l ymou t h ,  Dev o n . 7 t h  J u l y .  
�e ws Of The Wo� l d .  

Deadly ·error 
r it POuCEMAN 'selti:. 
to ·shoot an ·aJsatian 
Witb rabies missed ­and killed its woman . owner. He is on trial for manslaughter ·in Arlon. Belgium. · · ·0, 

Ar l on ,  Be l gi u m .  
1 2t h  Oct obe r . Da i l y Mane . 

LABOUR MP Rhodri 
Morgan tempted fate 
whtm he told Cardiff ­

:radio listeners Bri- . 
tain had-the world's : 
best electricity SUJ"- ' 

_ ply • . . h e  was 
·· silenced by a 30-sec­

ond POWER CUT. 

Card i f f , Wa l e s .  1 1 t �  J u l y .  
D a i l y  Mi rror . 

Swi n don , Eng l and . l O t h  
The Scum .  

·mE -Genn;;;-(,iiy· of 
Hazneln ntteds a new ·
Pied PiJH;T to deaf 
with a sudd�11 plague 
of rats. Mild winters 
.have brought a p'fJpu­
lation explosion ac.!!­
pite the use of four 
tons of pois_on a year. 

Hane l n ,  Ger many . J une . 
The Scu m .  

BURNIMG .. PASSiON� 
WENDY Robinson was 
reading The BUrning · 
Woman in bed + when 
her electric blanket caught fire! Wendy escaped the 
blaze in Moreton. Wirral -
and firemen even saved 
her charred ·novel. 

Mor e t on ,  Mer seys i de .  
4 t h  Oct ober . Da � l y Mane . 

" .  

" 
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A . MAN  who went to'· ·a -
clairvoyant ended· · �  
hospita l  w h e n  h e r  

• crystal ball fell from-. a :> first flooq.wmdOWYtlilto .. 
· his head. ��: ·.�-�� 
Fortune teller · Marli 
: Fortunata left the ball 

on a ledge- after wash- · 
ing it. She said yester� 
day: "I had · warned· 
hiin to be careful." I C l l.e n t · S a 1 v a t o r e 
Lugaresi, 40, of Syra-�  
c u s e ,  S i ci fy , h a dl 
stitches. He said: "She � 
d:oesn 't know it yet, · 
bu� I ' m  . suing for -i'.�daritages. "· -----

?�.:--:-- 3. -:  ·J ss , Si :: :. l  y .  Su r..r::e r  . 
� :-. 2  S:: :J .!: .  

' oh deer:· 
BIKER AJan Collard is 1 

· nursing broken ribs - ;  
after hitting a deer for ·  

. the THIRD time. 1 
AJan, 4 7, from Yeovil, . 

Somerset, came off his; 
· Suzuki after swerving to 
avoid an animal near 
Langt o n  Herring. He· 
came round covered ini 
blood . . . injured by his; 

���ct.t_l!o� an� hav�t.c� 

La ns� � �  Herr i ng ,  Some rset . 
JC t �t� r . Da i l y  Sl u r .  

SPOKES WOMAN 
NORTH West Thames 

Health Authority has 
aQpointed a new finance .. 
controller to run the 
region's wheelchair ser­
vices' department. Her 
name? -- Miss Helen / 
IRONSIDE. ' -

. ..  ._ . .. 6' "" ' ... '" -. ... . ... .. . . ... .. . 

�i � ITTAC!. 1 :� D UTC.H do_cke� wa� 

I taken to hospital with --�­
fractnred · foot yesterday� 
after a dead shark feH·oa:j 
him. The Sft frozen shark 

� fell from a contalnel".the · 
t doCker was unloading in 
11 ·.�terdam po�. ·._. 

A �s � 2 � � a � ,  Ho l l an d .  
• O t b  Oct o ber . L i ve r p o o l  Echo . 

D A WOMAN killed herself while showing 

neighbours how her sister died. Y ooket 

Pean 57 was killed when she slipped in mud at 

her r'� in Thailand, grabbing a live wire as 
she fell. · .. := :,:;_, • 

D Showing how it happened. · ·rean's siSter 

Y ooket Pan, 52, also slipped; touched the 

; wire and electrocuted herself in ·front of horri­

! .fied onlookers. 

':'ta:. l � ;--_:_: . ;.r.3 y .  
1"'1 .,  ; 1 • •  '!.,f => ""  ...... -· """" ;... - ) �. �;_, _..,� . 

ROMANTIC· Nigel Dow­
sett prepared a �urprise 
candleUt \diriner.� for his · 
wife Coral -� and · burnt 
his house · .down: · 

Nigel, -32, left two· 
. candles burning while­

he collected 'Coral from, 
their garage pusiness .in · 
Portland, Dorset: 

They fell over setting : 
fire: to their . £200,000 1 
detached h�me. _ J 

Por t l and , Dorset . Apr i l . 8t h  
Da i l y Ma ne .  

A PRIESr euded up in_ ! 
hospital with bnmes af- : 
. tel' being Oattmed • • •  by 
a statue of Olr&..Van­
dals bad loosened the 
statue at the Sundfrland 
dmrch and it fell six feet 
on to .Father .Beresford : 
Skelton. i 

�u ��e r l and . 4 t �  Jove mbe r .  
D3 : l y  �ne . 

T biE-. WATCHING-
A. 1SUICIDE'BID 

NINE people were killed. 
and 13 ir\jured �yesterday 
when·a bri4ge col.lapsedl under the weight ef a 
crowd who had gathered 
to watch a girl conuru� 
SUICIDE. The

_ 
girl, wh 

had jumped into-a river a 
Ho Minh City,. Vietnam _ 
was later RESCUED. , . 

Ho Ch i Mi nh 
.It.: l y .  

C i t y ,  
Man ::: . 

- .  

V i  e t  na:re . 
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REIGN OF TERROR: Spring-heeled Jack leaped out at his unsuspecting victims 


