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EDITORIAL

"Sure is good to seek a challenge,
Sure is fine to set your =ights,

Sure is foclizh o e klinded

There are legions out there churchizn’
Searching for the Hcly Grail,

Izn't cne of them can find {t..

All thi= time. ™

Prefab, Sprout. 'Locking For Atlantis.'’

WVelcome to the first izsue of 'Dead Of Night', the fanzine that seeks to
explcre ALL realms cof what we might term, for want of a better
description, 'Strange Phencnerna’

Ever zince B5Steve, the azzitant editocr, and I w2re kids, we'we had a
scnsuming interest in the kind of things =most scienteste and 'right
thinking men ard wecmen' pefer tc dismiss zs arrant noms2ase. If ysu've
ever been to VW.H. Smith, ard cast a cursory glance at magazines like
'The Fortean Times' cor 'The Unexplained', then you'll know the sort of
atuff I'm talking about here.

If not, please 2llow me %o run a fzw sxamples rizht by you. ..

GHOSTS AYD APPARITICNS: Easy to decry as the product cf a 'wee dram' too
many, when you're swapping tale i

h warm, Summer
f

y 3 b
sunshin It's not quite as easy playing the rcle cof scoffer when you're
walking past a quiet, moonlit graveyard on *the wrong side of midnight

hecwever...Try it and s=e...
<

WEATHER ANOMALIES: Fope. I'zm not ner2ly refering to the fact that it
always seems *tc chuck it dawn =ach and 2very Bank Holiday - Although
I'ws got to admit, that is more than a little strange in itself.

CORN CIRCLES £4111 Unlesz we are to honestly

believe that phenomencn  that has een puzzling metecrologists,
geologists, and biclegists - not to mention the ccountless farmers -
since the Middle Ages, the whole Weorld cver, is 2ll1 down to a couple of
ol' fellas rpamed Douzg '=z' Dave, wha've taken up 'Hoauxing' as a hobby.
OCCULT CRIMES: In my profession, I've come across one oar two cases that
quite frankly, almost defy belief. The tkree =schoolkids who tock it upon
themselves to douse their caretaker, 'cos they thought he was a child
molestor, a' la Freddy Kruger. The grossly perverted father who sexually
abused his daughter since she was nine, and locked up his son in a
cupboard under the stairs, with no light on, no heating, and nothing to
eat save a bowl of stale Carnflakes. The middle-aged man who savagely

[4]

beat seven kinds cf crap out cf an 86 year cldblind man - 'cos he was

fed up waiting for the number 4 bdbus!!! To name but three.

As yet, I haven't come acrcss anything thkat could be described as OCCULT

related...But =cmething tells me it'z like waiting for the hole in the

Ozone Layer to make sun-batbing obsclete It'z only a2 matter of tine)

YANISHING PECPLE: Human beingz wko disappaar right before your very
L a

2yez...A bit 1ike vcu 25

3
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saying "Raining cats and dogs." Well, it may as come as some surprise t3
learn that there are literally hunidrads of reports on record of it
raininrg Fish and Frogs. And not just in some far-flung corner of
Hicksville, USA, either. Reliable pecple in THIS country have apparently
bzen witness to the same. Also on file, exist accounts of falls of
nawts, yellow mice, and pieces of still warm flech - talk about 'Manna
from Heaven'. If anyone was brave encugh to actually eat it, that is.
Noanwhkile, on the INanimate front; we have sghowers cf red cand, dried
ocak leaves, tuge chunks of ic2, eggs, hazlenuts, and...Get ocut those
‘Vomit ZBags' ladies 'n' gents...¥Warm flowing BLOOD. Y=2p. VWhen analyssd,
it almest always turnsout tc be the REAL thing tc. GSPONTANEQUZ HUMAN
COMBUSTICN: Nosirse. I'm nst even gonna THINY about dwelling on THIE
azpect of the : 3 E i g have
me Tub i i old
Ready 3 . 3 £: a i iz
th%ng sut comforting). COSMIC JOXES: What zmost of us tsrx 'mera
ccincidsnce.' But what EXACTLY do we mean by 'coincidernce?' The Jungian
Thecry Cf SZynchroricity? The Chinesze concept of Yin and Yang? Or is
there at work here szome 'Force' - an Intelligence that has co-existed
alzongside Mankind, 1in wvarious guisez - which for purpozes that we may
never c¢ome to fully understand, delights in playing tricks upon our
raca? CURSES AND JINXES: Everycne knows of scmesne who claims they'vwve
been scosoco unlucky, they're counvinced either God, or the Devil, that
little old lady whs lives down the lane with notking for compaay but
that damned black cat,” and who once predicted tha Summer of '76 would be
the hottest on record by reading the tea-leaves at +the botiom cf her
. L}

'Magic Roundabout' 'Zeberdes say's; It
sizply ¥UST be a Witch etc...etc, has

themn. ..

e

Mathizz by ncw, you'we got 2 fairly good
scream for my attention, like kids at a Spoile
I've orly Jjust scratched the = a 0
cmalous phencmena that I havan't listad here. De
i
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1900:

THE EILEANY MOR LIGHTHOUSE MYSTERY.

Pl

re Junior Schoaol, seated behind the graffiti
tered desk top in Mrs William's math class the first %time I read of 'The
Tnexplicable Disappearance 0f The Lighthouse Zeepers Cf Eilean Mor' [ remember
it tad been cne of those depressingly grey, winter afterncons when time drags
rminably and the ringing of the 'Home-time' bell seems a billion light

istant. I recall too, we pupils were SUPPOSED to be studyin
joys'a'wonders cf long division and the 12:x table, but much of the excitement(?)
mad lost or ny <Zfellew class-mates, =est of whom were either staring
n*tly into space, thelr thoughts wandering adrift on that far-cff imaginary
z

I was in my final year at Church Dri
+ -

()
t
.=

(]

H

«

]
(s

0
2

-

a ag

ne, the majority of adults can never hope tc perceive, or were busy passin

Tecrst Messages' to one another concerning the hottest topical iz=zuz (the =i:
=) o j

of Jackiz Goodchild's rapidly expanding 'gazangas' were makirg the major
headlines, if I'm not nistaken, back then), or like me, were sneakily engrossed

in reading scmething a damn cight more interesting than a blackboard full of
' and matkematical equatiomns.

ars
T'd been =2a

gerly devouring a crumpled copy of one of the 'Lack and Learn’
magazines Mrs Williams kept stacked in 2 dusty pille orn a desk in the far corner
2f the class-room. I'd cconcealed 1t ben2ath my even MORE dog-eared exercice
bock, and every time our teacher turned her back *to write on tke board sozme
more, I hastily speed read as much as 1 could take in without arousing her
zuspicion
'

Look and Learn', ncow sadly defunct, was cne of those rare publicationsz that
somehow managed to both educate AND ertertain. Its pages were jam-packed with
fascinating, little-known facts and it was lavishly illustrated with wonderful
pictures, covering as it did an almost impcssibly wide spectrum cf subjects.
Everything from ancient history to space age irterstellar travel. From the flora
and fauna of the Amazon jungle to the latest theories of how 1life itself

From detailed bilographies of the rich and farmcus *tc the intricate
workings of the human body. All this and =2 whole pile mcre asszaulizd my young,

ayolved,

inguiring mind like 2 successicn of video *ape images with the caszzette stuck
in tke 'Fazt Forward' mode.

My favsourite articles however, were those that dealt with 'Great Unsolved
Mysterizs', features that were invariably graced with a2 lurid drawing and some

suitably evccative heading such as; 'The Ghost Of The Flying Dutchman Crossed
Our Bows' or 'Did A Fireball From Space Kill Off The Dincsaurs???’
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like faces by the light of the moon as it peered through gaps in the ragged
cloud cover..
'Cur first thought was that they were floating dead from some shipwreck. But
+han we heard the oarlocks and saw the movement of thelr arme’, cne of the
cailors was moved to say when reporting the incident.
ha taver the truth of the matter, the would-te rescuers were unable to ascsist
the 'vessel' and I've failed tc locate any further record of what became of its
'zrew'. If [ subsequently come across ary additicnal information, you can bet
your 'Reeboks' I'l1 refe" to it in a future is
Bzcauce o0f the remoteness of the icland, it wasn't until the 26th of December,
(the light had been extinguished on the evening of the 15th), that any
nvestigations could be undertzken to establish what had happened on Eilean
cr. The supply ship 'JESPERUS' arrived at the silent lighthouse in the mid-
afternoon. And when there was n response to their repeated signals, the crewmen
cet out in a small boat to the landing dock. The eerie quiet filled the air like
living, palpable presence as the men tied up at the dockside. Fo sea-birds
sang. There was no wind. Even *the ocean itself zeemed to have lost 1its eternally
rearing viace. But it wasn't the peaceful =silence born of tranquility. This was
mcre the type of pervasive calm you get in a millicn horror movies...Just before
1%'=s irreparably shattered by the sound cf terrified screaning..
The lighthouse was meant to be =taffzd by thre= men, but no-one rushed cut %o
the crew of the 'HEZPERUZ'. Upcn entering the building it was immediately
rent that there were a0 signs of any degree of violence, and that the
s =upply 2f food and were well stocked. The 1living quarters were
'span. Beds were made up. All the crockery and cutlery were sparkling.
‘ace locked a lot like my mum had been let lccse on one of her infamous
with a brush'n'pan. :
the three lighthouse keepers, there was np trace!!
Only two things struck the investigation team as being in any way peculiar.
Firstly, on the stairway and in a cubby-hole office where the log was usually
kept, they found numerous shreds of a seaweed that cculdn't be identified by

EPEES Rt

And =econdly, there were no oi;sxins or sea-boots in the building, the inference
1 +
~ -

sus.

:<w

w

2ing that the keepers had left the lighthouse together. What made the latter
2ll the more unusual was the fact that pricr to this occasion, no lighthouce

keeper had ever been known to desert his post - Not even in the midst of the
worst storm imaginable.

During the subsequent inquiry into the disappearance of the three men, the log
bock kept by keeper Thomas Marshall, was produced, and when its contents were
read aloud to the inquiry board, an atmosphere of hushed, almost reverant
silsnce descended upon iis members.

‘Dacenber 12th: Gale north by northwest. Sea lashed to fury. Never seen such a
storm. VWaves very high. Tearing at lighthouse. Everything shipshape. James Ducat
irritable’. And later that day, 'Storm still raging. Vind steady. Stormbound.
Cannot go out., Ship passing sounding foghorn. Could see lights of cabins. Ducat
quiet. Donald MacArthur crying’.

'December 13th: Storm continued through night. Vind shifted west hy north. Ducat
quist. MacArthur praying'. And later, ‘Ncon, grey daylight. Me, Ducat and
¥acArthur prayed'.

:
4
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REFLECTIONS IN A GOLDEN EYE:
UNEXPLAINED PENOMENA IN THE 20TH CENTURY:
INTRODUCTION:

The following series of articles are an admittedly flawed
attempt to chronicles as many strange events as possible on a
year-by-year basis beginning naturally enough with 1900 and
working on through to (assuming we're still here) the end of
millenium.

I say it's gonna be 'flawed' with good reason. It must be
pretty obvious to anyone with even a passing interest in
'weird stuff' that the potential volume of “~accounts 1is
enormous and that it would be well-nigh impossible to
catologue completely, every single snippet. Every press

cutting. Every extract from 'Ripley's believe it or not', or
every submission to respected and well-read journals,
especially when your access to such material is limited to a
couple of hundred books, magazines and first-hand eye witness
testimonies.
I'm well aware that there are things that we'll dismiss,
overlook, or ignore entirely. I can only apologise
before-hand and state that should anyone associated with this
'bag of waffle' ....oops, I mean 'serious-minded fan-zine',
come across any ommisions, they will duly include them in
future issues.
There's a second reason (actually there are probably a billion
reasons if you want the honest truth,but hey,let's just stick
to the painfully obvious ones if you don't mind),why these
pieces are 1less than comprehensive and that's the pure 'n'
simple fact even those reports that don't slip through the
net, (and in my minds eye I recall a couple of eager young
boys,perhaps ten years of age,one wearing a 'SPIDERMAN
t-shirt, the other a 'PLANET OF THE APES' iron on transfer rip
off from Birkenhead market,sitting together on the banks of
the River Mersey,in the 1lazy heat of mid-August,hoping to
catch Sea Serpents with twenty pence plastic fishing nets the
size of a childs hand),are at best likely to be tainted with
their authors own bias and interpretation,and at worst could
well be outright fallacy,or the product of an over-heated
imagination.
Still, I guess there's nothing to lose in at least trying to
bring to our readers attention, (all three of 'em), some idea
of the welath of unexplained mysteries there are out there.
Each one a challenge to science and the recognised order of
what is termed 'reality'.
As Charlie Fort, (the late,great grandaddy of investigation
into 'The Unknown',and who along with Johnny Barnes,Ian
Curtis,and Peter Cushing,is one of my all-time number one
heroes) ;once said of the typeof tales you're about to read:
'These are examples of the magic that surrounds everyday
life". ,
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('‘Operaticn Trojan Horse' 'Strange Creatures 0Of Space And Time' etc) makes
ention of a case from Ontario, Canada, in which a Ms. Jane Revers states she
saw a 'Winged Cat' 'Sailing' after a neighbour's mogzie...To use her words, 'It
screamed liks hell. And it tried to get away by making gliding jumps of fifty

start. It could stay a

or sixty feet - wings extended - after a good running

foot or =0 above the zround... :

A 'claw-'tionary note though, lest you accept this report The
2v2r's cal was later shct and buried, and when »»::humr:d Wwas

sund to be 'Tust an ordinary cat with growthe of thick, matied B
o you use your ncggin and make up your OWN mind as to its )

[ONES '/U

(Credit: 'Fortean Times.' # Vol 1. Nc:6. {Page 2}.

2

ATE: April 1st.
LOCATION: Wallingford, Oxfordshire, England.
PHENOMENA: Falls Of Organcic Matter.

How's this for an April Fool's ('Cosmic') joke, folks?

At the abcve location on the aforementioned date, there was a fall of dried
Beach leaves from a clear blue sky, and from a great height. That was strange
enough. What was even more incredble was the fact that there are NO Beech trees
for at least two miles from the area in which these MARY leaves fell to Earth.I
don't know what YOU think, but it's SOME wind that can hold aloft and carry
whole bunches of leaves for a couple of miles, before dropping ‘'em wholesale
like a pile of unwanted irty washing smack into the middle of Wallingford.

And, wkilst we're at it, has anyone thought to inguire why it was that ONLY
dried Beeck leaves had fallen? What about the cther types of treeg?

STelective winde???

L=,
Aah, ¢'mon. Do me a favour...

Credit: "Modern Mysteries 0f The World.' Janet and Colin Bord. {Page 246}. Guild.
1929).

DATE: June.
LOCATION: Augusta Mills, USA.

PHENOMENA: Unexplained Disappeararnce.

On an urspecified date, sometime during the crazy, lazy, days of mid-Summer,
Sherman Church, (Yep. That's his REAL name, I promise), ran (for what reason
isn't clear) into a cotton mill at Auguszta Mills.

He never came back out.

IR



h Morton, Oxfordshire, England.
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cser by the name of Mike Xing, may have the dubicus distinction of

ui

reporting the first 'BIGFOOT' sighting this century in the state. Cl' Mikey,
doubtlezs minding his own business and getting .on with whatever it iz 'Timber
c ' 4 I'r know...Perhapsz a2 smart arse reader can write in
when his jaw dropped wide open like an out of
ted a Big Hairy Monster wasghing roots in the water

¥ piles -
ke's =till ‘cruisin’ arcund?, I can assure hin he
=n't There have been a fair amcunt of similar reperts
rizkling in from the same area of British Cclumbia...lmcluding Albert Qatman's
2 1284..%e¢2 a futurs issue for the {ull details of THAT

)

n at nmidright That's 'The Wiitching Hour' dontcha
tnow) by a caccphony of noise emanating from the kitchen. It scunded li
about every pct and pan in the house was being hurled around wit!
abandon...Not tc mention thelr collection of crockery. After a ccuple

A fanily of Bosrs were wsken
A2

3 + €3 ler £ N
in the family feeling =
z@z what the cause of the dicsturbance was, th
As iz scmetimes tke way in PCLTERGEIST cases,
the family emerged from underneath their bedclot
there was found to be none af the expected d
the oppcsite in fact. Everything was neatly in its

=N
S

boc) =y

.“ a:
- - .. g o1 L + 1r€.1 £ R

however. They should b2 tharkiul for that.

e =
ALWAYS =3 harmless...As we shall scon discover...

3 anount to little more +han brief nctes...I include them
-
c

LOCATION: Varwick, Queensland, Auvstralia.

PHENOMENA: Fish Fall.

it

\pparently *hers was a fall of a species of fiszh called Gudgeon upon the town
1-




ag G | .
It'= 22t roccrded in ay files as to how the 'Poltergeist' was finally laid o
rest,
Maybe 'IT' naver truly was.. »

An unamsd man was apparently knocked cutta his socks by a spate of the
h

mysterious ocl' Ball Lightning...A 'natural’' phenomenon, the reality of wkich Is
gtill tha zubject of nmuch debate amongst metecoroleogists...

= when these floating, spherical lights explcde, they relezse a
e 11y unlike an honest-teo-God THUNDERROLT!Y

(ORI PO N IR % Ll i

LCCATION: Providence, Rhode Island, USA.

During a severe thunderstorm, a variety of £fish, including Parch, reportedly fell
onto the backyards and city streets in their hundreds. )

Credit: 'Modern Mysteries Of The World.' Janet and Colin Bord. {(Page 384}.

DATE UNKNCWN,
LOCATICN: Buffalo, New York, USA.

PHENCMEYA: Fisk Fall,



A group of toys found small fishes in abundance, floppia' about in rain puddles
after a particularly heavy shower. They, act tecc surprisingly, came to the
conclusion that they must've fallen from the sky aleng with the deluge.

Cradit: 'Modern Nysteries Of The World.' Janet and Colin Berd. {(Page 377}.

[ Q- 9 TR = + e, ) 3 3 K

A group of pecple out bob-zleizhing were aminding thelr own bu , having
- — £, PR AR +h = mar A A Tee maes My d 1T a7 2 2 R + A=

scme fun, when thsy suddenly =zaw a 'Gorilla-like animal' running towards them

1i%: '¥odern Mysteriez Of The World.' Janet and Colin Bord., {Page 380Q}.

NATE UNYNOVN
42 VUNLNUVWS,

LOCATICN: May's Landing, New Jersey, USA.

’)'TC\T(WV':IIA . f:

PR R Pyt

ing Umberto I

of Italy, was dining in a restaurant w"znn he gasped with
bvonishmenu as k

he saw that *he propriefor locked exactly like him. When bhe
in conversatica he found that there wsre sven more uncanny




> restaurateur wasz also named Umberis, liks thks King, he'd been borrn in Turin,
anl cn the same day; and he had married a girl called Margherita on the day the
King had wed his Queen Margherita. And it doesn't finish there. The restaurant
oo tha d hat Umberto akd been crowned King of Italy.

nd duly ta iz ‘'double' +5

LCCATION: Galveston Island, Texas, USA.

The Canadian actcr Cha hlan was taken ill in Galveston and later
died. It was considered toc far for his body o be =za2nrt back for burial in his
hom2 town on Prince Edward Island, in t Gulf of S+, Lawrence, (it WAS aftar
] T
H a h

7 the sea route) =o he was laid to res%t in a lzad
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es3 than a year later, a pcwerful hurricane hit the island and Coghlan's coffin

was released from its bounds as the cememtery was totally flocded, amd the

hattered. It floated out into the Gulf of Maxico, and driftsd along the
coastline before entering the Atlantic, where the notoricus Culf Str=am

ent it hurtling norithwards.

in Octgber 1908, some fishermen on Prince Edward Island

now in a terrible, weather-worn =state, floating near the

home.

e local church. The very =zame one he'd been christened in
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it for the last two repcris: 'The Unexplained.' #I2 (Page 5941, and #32 {Page

Charles Coghlan,
whose dead body made an
immense sea journey before
being cast up on the shore
of his home town
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211 accounts were written seperately, a full three months after the events, a
fact that helped give rise>to the usual doubts as to the authenticity of their
stories on the part of the hordes of would-be skeptics.

T2cal legend and tradition however, would tend ic suppert their veracity
Cartain pecple from the nearby village of Verszaillesz had avowed that they'd seen
the GHOST of Marie Antoinette during tke 'dog days' of mid-August, seated in tke

rardant gardens of the Petit Trianon, dressad in a pink dress a
And, just to add =scme historical credenc2 *o the preocesdingsz, the friend went on
d as claiming how the pecple enccuntered znd the pericd dress describad by

¥izs Mcterley and Elesanor, appeared <o be 2aa exact representatiocn cof Triancn on
the fatefuyl date of August 10th, *the day 35f the zazking of *the Tulleries, the
Trzach Royal family's skeedadle fo Paris, and the Queen's impriscnment

w 1

h

e as
ecorded transmissicn that was oaly waiting for the right
people sensitive encugh to recieve its broadcasts.
There was obviously only one way to check the thing out.
Eleanor duly returned to Versailles the following January.
lmost immediately, she senszed the athereal gquality of the area, and certain
pects seemed tctally different from how she remembered tkem from the
pravicus Suxmer. The kiosk, for exanple, appeared not to be the same building,
zrd initially at least, ther no ssnse of the anticipated eeriness. That
=con changed though when, she crossed the bridge to reach the Hameau, the place
where Queen Marie Antoinette and her chums delighted in playing at being
pointless peasents...It was then that she consciously felt that a very REAL line,
‘:-arrzer, zap in the fabric cf time (» 'Shamele ly Sel‘ Indulgzen
' #2. I'm reminded of a children's T ~
in the carly '70's, called 'TWESLIP'...“‘e plot centered rcund a group cf
stumble upcn a hcle in wire mesh fence that once you step through, you
yourself transported either ba"l.warde or forwards in time...My friends and
d to spend many fruitless hours searching in vain for a similar rent in

o®
0
V)

miles of chainlink fence that berders the deckland area where I live. Isn't
zrand when you're blessed with *he capacity for such sinple beliefs???)
it what you will. Anyway, she espied 2 zart in tha process of being filled

e a

izlks by a couple of labourers dressed in cs and hceded capes. She
her head for a second to glance back at the Hameau, and when she faced
on*e nore she saw that the two men and their heavily laden cart had
hed without trace.

Elna“or and Annle decided to immerse themsealves in research in an attenmpt
to understand just what it was they wera dealin g with. They pored over plans of
cf the Vercailles gardens and found that things were very different from swhen
they had walked within its borders. Those flat locking, frighteningly surreal
woods had disappeared entirely. Paths had been removed. Buildings altered. The
creepy kiosk was no more. The little bridze had vamooeed...

One thing was clezr from thke off.

Either the two ladies had been the victims of a shared hallucination.

Or, tkey had genuinely undergone a subjective experience that belies explanatiaon

’
i+
it

within the current scientific concept of what we term 'reality. )
In 1911, Annie and Eleanocr decided to publish a bock (always a good ammunition
vrovider for  those who proclaim leudly  that  pecple who allege  they've




U,

30 sc's they caiz make themszelves a pretty

ex3 otitled 'AN ADVENTURE' (noms-de-pluma). It was
ites pages that the two supposed gardeners were actually
that the woman skeiching away nerrily could well have been
rzelf. Supposition maydbe. But it's"an undisputed fact that the
the Queen did wear 2xactly the zazme <clothes that Miss
Jourdain had stated tkey saw kher attired in that beautiful
zpheric August day iz 1901. What is 2lso a fact, is ihat
a3 wha bad 2 good dsgrae of nswledze abcut dhe palace and its
zrcunds, claimed that there are at least 20 featurss described 5y the iwgo women
“hat were there in 177C...Butl whick are mezt dafinitely FUT thers today!!!
22 211 *the available records of the palac2, *tkare wera never 2any wmenticn
whatscever of any small wooden bridge corossing any gulley/ravins., Well, at least
not until 20 years affer {the pudblication cf ‘AN ADVENTURE', whea the Royal
architacts ‘srizinal plans were discovered in a bricked up chimney of an old
agousz2 in 2 nearby village.
These plars clearly shawed the bridg=s ia all its zlory.
Cbviously, whkatever otkher doubts or reservaticns we may entertain regarding
Anni2 and El=ancr'z tale, we cannct cericusly suggsst it was in ary way
sczsitle for them %o kave ltmown about the 2uistence of these plams...Which begs
tZz gjuasticn, Jow DID they koow 2 bridge onze stoed Ia the palace grzunds if
th2y tada't truly crossed it themselwes???
And =3, what are wa left with?
It dces zeem 2antirely feasible that *hese %wo f(fairly) elderly spinsters may
have drzamt up the whale thing, either consciously or otherwise. Perhaps they
succumbed tg what is, on anyone's account, an oppresive, heavy atmosphers,
frauzht with the residue of historical *ragsdy...Maybe they wers the victims of
zzx=z Tizzare practical Joke...Or m:aybe they made *khe whsle thing up for a
surgcss Sest rnowa *c themzelves...
Sr zavhs thay really did find +ha remt in the zhainlink fence and were
tranzzcred backwards through time, like the' kids in a children's TV
SrogTanna.

ke cranate mansion and former home of Queen Marie
a pessible 'Timeslip...'

Ann*cinetta...And *khe site of

MG *ain

oo b




1904
SPRING HEELED JACK'S LAST STAND?

1
A Victorian Bogey-Man

"Spring-Heeled Jack will get you if you don't watch out"! Such was the
topical admonishment aimed at misbehaved children across Victorian
England, right up to the dawn of the twentieth century and maybe even
beyond. This mysterious entity was formerly on a par with 'Peg Powler'
and 'Jenny Greenteeth' at the top of the charts of childhood bogey-men
(and women). Judging from contemporary illustrations and descriptions,
the invoking of his name most probably had the desired effect (along with
countless nightmares) more often than not.

I guess it's no real exaggeration to say'Jack' was the then literary
equivalent of today's horror fiction characters like Freddie Krueger and
Michael Myers - with one all important distinction;

Whereas the latter are the imaginary creations of film makers, 'Jack's'
origins have their basis purely in fact.

Sure, 'He' was often the subject of 1lurid 'Penny Dreadfuls' (Victorian
versions of 'Tales from the Crypt' E.C Horror comics) and melodramas
performed in cheap theatres, where (sometimes he was cast as the hero,
more often than not as the villian) and it's easy to see why modern day
'realists' have dismissed all references to 'Jack' as being anything other
than a 'real' flesh 'n' blood person. With their customary disdain toward
'Supernatural' hypothesis they threw in their lot with those who blamed
the whole phenomenon on Henry De La Poer Beresford, The Marquis of
Waterford who was admittedly a notorious prankster in his day. But none
of this detracts from the fact that although no-one seems to know his true
identity or even when he made his debut appearance the mystery of
Spring-Heeled Jack is a time enduring example that sometimes science and
logic don't have all the answers.

(above) Contemporary illustrations of 'Jack'
as hero (left) and as demonic entity impervious
to bullets. (right) 22
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‘Tack'zs' incredible to leap into the air, by the way, waz ascribed to a

powerful zet of =priags that were attaiched in scme way to Lis boots.

On2 of the 7 TRULY oublizized swncounters with 'Jack' occured during the
t

' year. Polly Adams, an attractive Zarmers daughter from
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race -ff intc the nizht 2z you might suzect, but instead
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into thke 2ir

about tkRe zams time, by a figure that came boundirg out of the inky dariness,
with eyes glowing like scarlet balls of fire, ( anothker cocomon feature reporte

Animals
h spittinz oranze tonzuez of £flame in the nmid
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in London.
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sday thke 18th ocf February, Lucy Scales, aged 18, and her sister
Marzaret, wer:s on their way home from visiting their brother, a butcher who
lived in one 2f the more respectable parts of the London disirict of Limehouse.

cloak and devilsh beard are recurrent themes
clklore and are symptomatic with ths wva
like entities of yesteryear, and tocday's ceomic strip super-

2%
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A FEW TANTALISING GLIMPSES: 1817-1838.

1817,there came reports of 'a peculizr leaping man' frcm in and
ckirts of Londen. There was howewver,noc REAL "sr‘fica’:ion iY:
ttle more than half-heard rumcurs - Certainly,I've never been able

%o lccate any written documentation that would add weight to 'Jack's' suisternce
oricr tg his 'Big Opening Fight' in 183

A writer named Paul 3Begg,(@ former correspondasnt for A(THE UNEXPLAINED'
mazazine,and a self-avowed skeptic of the first order -~ In 1281 ke almost
cinzle-handedly destroyed 'The Bermuda Triangle' legend),has catergorically
sgtated that it was'nt until tke winter of 1838,that 'Jack' actually 'sprang' f
you'll pardon the pun), to prominence,and hey,who am [ %o dizagres cr take
iSEu2???

On the Oth of Jaruary of that year,the then Lord ¥ayor cf London,Alderman Sir

John Cowan,elected to hold a public session at Tke Mansion House,during which
he produced a letter that he'd recieved several days earlier. It's contents had
previcusly been witheld,not for any degree of censorship or security,but rather
23 allow =fforts to be undertaken toc zee if any further infcrmatican about its
subiect matter could be obtained.
The correspondent had sigred the letter: 'A Resident Cf Peckham',this anonynitiy
1z %o the sense mystaery and intrigue.
ically,what it sald was this;
'As the result of a wager,a person of the highest rank,had adopted several
ening guises and set out to scare thirty people to death.’.
s wheever-it-was,had apparently already succeeded in 'depriving seven ladies
2ir =zenses,two of whom weren't likely %o recover,but become burdens to
ir families'. The letter went on to say, 'The affair has now been gzoing on
ome time, and strange to say, the papers are still silent on the subject.
writer has reason to believe that they've the whole history at their finger-
t through interested motives are induced to remain silent’.
Quite why the Mayor chose to make the specifics of this letter pu
in itself,and the hints at a press cover-up,( an =2
UFO conspiracy buffs will be entirely familiar), ar
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One thing is for sure though, the huge quantity of letters that subseguentl;
poured through to the Mayor's office were testament to 'Spring-Heeled Jack's
'reality’, at least in the poorly-1lit suburbs of the capital.

A= with a predominant number of similar ‘'otherworldly entities' (i.e. The Loch
Ness Mcnster, UFO occupants and =ightings of ghosts and appariticn

was variously described in number of different forms. For example, he is said
to have appeared as a milk-white bull,a similarly ccloured bear, and a gigantic
baboon. When in humanoid form, he was seen wearing a suit of shining brass
armour and on another cccasion, in a suit of burnished steel. In Hackney,
lcndon, he appeared as a ‘Lamp-lighter' who, unlike =imilar employees, had the
bizzare habit of walking upon his hands and carrying his ladder between his
feet!!!
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JACX TURNS IMPRESSIONICT.

Just two days after the attack on the unfcrtunate Ms. Scales, Jane Alsop, also
aged 18, became ‘'Jack's' next victim. Jane sharad a housa2 in Beerhind Lane, in
the East End of London, with her two sisters and their father. One night, Jane,
responding to a terrible banging at the {ront door was confronted by an
extremely agitated man who asserted he was a police cfficer. He was swatked in
a2 long, black cloak and scemed to be conscicusly avolding the.light that shore
from the house by standing in the chadows.

'For God's sake, bring me a light', he cried. 'We have caught Spring Heeled
Jack here in *he lane'.
Jane was wildly excited. She had of course heard the stcries of this legendary
bogeyman befcre, but had always dismissed them as faerie tales or the product
of over-active "imaginations. Without uttering a word, she raced back into the

house to zZrab herself a candle before quickly handing it over to the ‘'police
officer'. Suddenly, the man shrugged off his ccncealing cloak, and te her horror
Jane saw that he was wearing what appeared *tsc be a horned, close-f

tting helmet
itter

ittin
and a skin-tight suit of what lcoked like white oilzkin. In the jittery 1light

cast by the candle, his hideously bulging ey=s burned like fiery coals <(there's
that reference to ‘glowing eyes' again, folks). Without warning, he grabbed hcld
pf &

the pocr girl by her neck and pinned her head under his arm. Scmehew she
:naged to tear herself away Jjust as he began ripping at her dress with talon-
7iAe fingernails. She let out a piercing scream but before help could arrive, her
ascailant vomitted blue and white flames into Jane's face. When her two sisters,
Mary and Sarah came running to her assistance they between them contrived to
drag Jane away from the maniac and into the =anctuary of the house, slaxmring
the door firmly on 'Jack's' fearful countenance.

When further help finally arrived, 'Jack's' would-be captcrs could only stare in
astonished disbelef as he bounded his way back into the ebon darkness from
which he'd emerged.

A week or so later, 'Jack' apparently tried a similar attempt at deception, but
for some undisclosed reason, the inteanded victiim grew suspicicus at the outset,
and ke was forced to flee unappeased. A witness to this abortive attack claimed
that 'Jack' had been wearing an ornate crest embroidered with *he gclden letter
'W' underneath his dark cloak. Could this information provide a clue as to his
true identity?

4
'THE DEVIL HIMSELF'.

In the wake of these and subsequent incidents, the police stepped up their
investigations, possees were organised, and large rewards were offered for
infcrraticon leading to the arrest of 'Spring-Heeled Jack'.

The Duke of Wellington, a national hero if =ver there was omne, elected to dig
out his gun and go and hunt down ‘'the fiend', cn horseback. Like all others
before him however, he failed.

.
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s not surprisingly, as 'Jack’'s' infamy grew, s0 his actaul exploits, 4
London at least), became less and less freguent, although accounts now began to

filtar in from all over the rest of southern England. There were still cne cr

two =ightings deep in the secluded backstreets of the capital, but the vast

majcrity came from tiny, remcte villages in the midst of the Home Countles.

In 1843, 'Jack' appearad in Northamtonshire, Hampshire, and East Anglia, where

most witnesses described him as being 'the wery image of the Devil himself’,

witk his horas and eyes of flame, and who tcok  particular delight in
. : e

ter that same year however, thers was NC obvizus perpetrator forthcomin

[a2]

the only recordad fatality directly atiributed to '‘Spring-Heeled Jack'...

JACY THE LADY-¥IL

1845, at a cheesy, down-trodden slum called Jacob's Island, in Bermondsey,
year old prostitute, Maria Davies, was allegedly killed by 'Jack'. The area
was fcormerly made up of crumbling houses linked by wooden galleries that

[l |
w3

stratched acrces ditches brimming witk all kinds of stinking, disease-ridden
£ilth

It wasz in the midst of these appalling surrcundings, that 'Jack' reputedly
trapped Maria on a2 bridge over a place called 'Folly Ditch'. Without warning,

and as on so many previous occasions, he breathed fire into his vitims face -
This time however, there was toc be no dismissing the attack as an essentially
harnless, i{f over-the-titop prank, This time 'Jack' fturned =murderer.

He threw the hapless yaung girl off the bridge into the clinging sewage below,
whare szhe aveniually drowned. The ditch was dragged by the police and her body

2 wverdict at the iaguest that fo“awesd was cne of death by

Parkaps they k

‘Cpring-Heeled Jack' was alsc forwarded as a possible candidate for the famous
'Devil's Footprints, the marks that appeared overnight in the freshly fallen
sncw right across the West Courntry in February, 1855, (see futurs issue for full
story). The zood folk of South Devon towns awoke to find what loocked like
footprints that ran in sequence along the tops of walls, over roof-tops, and

&

acrcss enclosed courtyards. No satisfactory explanaticn has ever been offered
as to their origin.

Was ‘Jack' once more enjoying anotker of his seemingly never-ending supply of
practical jokes on an unwitting populatign???

4
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'A HAND AS COLD AND CLAMMY AS A CORPSE'

t until the November of 1872, that 'Jack' made the front-page headlines
in '"The News 0f The Werld', once nc
their own wcrds, 'Londcn &

7o use 5 in 2 state of commotion owing to what is
known as "The DPeckham Ghost"... A =nysterious figure, quite as alarming in
appearance as 'Spring-Heelad Jack', who terrorised a past generation.

A% Alderehot Barracks, in early Narch, 1877, a sentry on geard at Yorth Camp,
witneszad a 'peculiar figure' that leapzd and bounded across a nearby ccnmon in
iz direction. Ala ﬂed,the sentry shouted (ir time honoured fashion), 'Who geoes
there?' The challenge went unheeded, and the figure vanished from sight for

sevaral seconds before suddenly re-appearing right next to the soldier and
z=lapped him jn the face with 'a hand as cold and clanmy as a corpsa'.

In the days that followed, there were reports of further attacks on different
oldiers at the barracks. A rumour was prevalent amongst the guards that 'Jack'
was impervious to bullets after the first sentry to encounter him had skot at
the retreating figure. In fact, it transpired that the soldier had only fired
blanks.

Once again, the identity and motive for these increasingly bizzare antics remain
a potentially unsclvable enigma.

Ten years later, 'Jack' made what was to be his (so far as we know), penultimate
appearance at Oxton in Cheshire, when he terrified a number of young ladies, one
of whom was playing the piano in the Drawing Room of her father's house. A
black <lad shape rushed intoc the room and swept all the ornaments off tke
mantlepiece, before vanishing suddenly.

T‘m indomitable Paul Begg, reminds us with that rather cynical attitude of his
that 'The Liverpocl Citizsn', (2 contemporary newspaper), referred to a story
dcing +he roun'*s that 'a number of young swells...Sons of well-known men and

U ".:lly mpersonate ‘Jack'. The bet was accepted...'
Dces the preceding case then provide proof that the wager was indeed won???

Jack's' firal goodbye performance (if indeed that's what it was - This writer
has severe doubts about that now, but we'll deal with this later in the article),
cccured even closer to home.

In Everton, deep in the heart of Merseyside to be exact.

Once again, that paragon of honesty and virtue 'The News of the World', was

quick to report that on September the 25th, 1904, crowds of people gathered to
watch 'Jack' scrambling up and down William Henry Street, whkere he executed.

tremendous leaps, some of which ars said to have excesded 25ft (which is

obviously a height far greater than any ordinary mortal could ever hope to

achieve. Finally, he bounded over the hcuses and vanished...Apparently, never to

4
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te szen again.
Once more, the ever redoubtable Mr Begg, deemed it wise to bring to light the
fact that only four days prior to tha zforementioned repocrt, 'The Liverpool
had contained in’ its pages an article about a house in William Henry
eet that was said to be haunted by a poltergeist. The story reached
nsational dimensions as it was passed on from mouth to mouth.
he same time, there was further e=xcitement being caused by a man afflicted
religious mania (of the type personified by Carrie Whites' mother in Stephen
¥ing's nmel) ho enjoyed notking better than to <limb~onto his roof and
scream to any mterested parties <(and one presumes *o any UNINTERESTED
)
d

s
)
¥
)

) 1y
oo
(

]
ot (D P

a=
e

by

© parties), that his wife was a devil or a witch., Palice and firemen goften tried
to persuade the nutter to come on down, but he somehow managed to give 'em the
clip by jumping from one roof to the

Our dear old friend Beggsy, has sugzested that a combination of these two
factors may have become juxtapcsed with a goodly sized dollocp of exaggeration
and outright fabrication...And thus we have ended uv with a wholly fictitious
ccount of a 'Spring-Heeled Jack' sighting...

S

OF FAERIES,DEMCNS AYD COSMIC JOKERS.

Various theories have been propounded as to the 'real’ identity of 'S.H.J'. Living
2z I dc in the fair county of Merseyside, I've found you only have to mention
'Tack's' name to anycne with fond memories of their parents or grandparents to
*ap into a rich vein of possibilities and potential explanations, sparnning the
whole spectrum from the entirely plausible, to the downright fanciful.

Zcme balieve he was an insane practical joker (or more likely a whole GROUP of
pranksters), who went to totally ridiculous lengths to get his/their kicks.
Someone else suggested the culprit was an acrobat or emnergetic circus clown.
And I've even heard it proposed that a demented animal owner bhad trained a
dressed up kangaroo to scare the pants off the general public.

On the other hand, there are also those who believe 'Jack's' origins are based
firnly in the realms of the supernatural. Certainly, if we are to lend credence
o even a few aof the feats attributed to this maddeningly elusive character,
it's easy to see whky this should be so.

And despite the skeptical attitude employed by many modern researchers, there
at least remains the pcssibility that 'Jack' was/is not of this Earth...

Storles of creatures similar to ‘S.H.J.'" abound throughout the folklore and
superstitions of many widely divergent nations.

Obviously, different kinds of people have different kinds of experiences,but
when it comes to recounting their tales of encounters with unknown entities, the
vast majority seem to see a more-or-less HUMANOID type of figure, which there
are often fairly good reasons for believing is not as 'real' (In the accepted
view of what WE term 'reality'), as it seems *o be. But if that proves to be the
case, is it perhaps 'real' in another sense.

There are of course many definitions used to describe these entities. For
axample; 'BEDRCOM INVADERS' (the products of the darkest childhogd nightmares

(o8



made flesh?).
GHOSTS: (Apparitions, omens of impending death, wandering helpless souls lost in

limbo, projections from the future, recordings from the past, or the spirits of
the dead?).

RELIGIOUS AND HMYSTICAL VISIONS: (Purported sightings of saints, Christ-like
figures and the Blessed Virgin Mary).

HALLUCIANTIONS: (Self explanatory).
DOPPELGANGERS: (Every human beings twin/double).
GUARDIAN ANGELS: (Every human beings protecting spirit).

FAERIES A¥D DENONS: (Not neccessarily the inhabitants of childrens morality
fables or the evil tempters of godly men in biblical theology).

...And lest we forget...EXTRATERRESTIAL UFO OCCUPANTS: (Surely self-explanatory).

Such entities have been reported throughout history, frequently enough to
qualify as a scientific anomaly.

I guess what I'm attempting ¢to postualte here in my own waffling, never-
getting-to-the-point manner, is quite simply this; Vas 'Spring-Heeled Jack’ just
another incarnation - a contemporary Victorian one - of essentially the same
phenomenon?

As I believe I've already stated, DIFFERENT entities appear to DIFFERENT
people...Cne persons ‘Man In Black' sighting is another persons ‘Demonic
Manifestation’. Another persons ‘UFO Occupant®’ is another persaons ‘'Spring-Heeled
Jack'.

That this may indeed be so is perhaps illustrated by something one of my best
friends, (and co-editar of this Fanzine coincidentally enough), Stevie Gee, saw
when he was 12 years old or thereabouts. He was playing with a group of
friends outside his house on Bromborough Road, Bebington, when his attention
was drawn to a figure etched in silihouette standing atop the roof of the house
opposite. All the kids present witnessed the same thing. A ‘'man' not much taller
than themselves, dressed in what they could only describe as a 'Batman' outfit,
with the cape and hood, complete with a pair of ear-like points. Vith the
charming innocence of the very young they didn’'t think to question WHY ‘Batman’
would be crusading in THEIR locality, and they later related this incident with
no more excitement than if it'd been one of their father's up on the roof.

It was only in later years, when logic came a—calling with all the subtlety of a
particularly unsublte sledgehammer, that Steve realised that there was maybe
something a 1little strange about a small guy in a ‘'Super-Hero' costume
clambering across a dangerous stretch of roof-top, without any apparent means
of actually getting up there...Or indeed of getting back down =again.

Vith the benefit of hindsight, but looking back with the slightly more blinkered
eyes of an adult, it is of course entirely possible to assume that some loon

.
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fram God knows where decided to pull a stunt that would have precisely the
effect it ultinmately did have on the witnesses.

I guess 1it's also feasible that the kids, their minds more receptive to the
myraid wonders of an unchained 1imagiantion, shared a kind of 1mass
hallucinaticn...such
think...

Ca.

ointly viewed illusicons aren't as uncommon as ycou may

v

And yep, it's also perfectly rsasonable tc suggest they were all sizply mistaken
in whkat they actually saw, and now time has =xzaggerated all memory to the point
where no-one cfan zay, with any degree of certainty, WHAT they =aw...

o sible...

t
'SPRING-HEELED JACK ¥ILL GET YCU IF YCU DON'T WATCH OQUT!!

o)

A FINAL FCOT <(or should that read HEEL) NOTE:

I couldn't wind up thiz admittedly rather lengthy article, without first making
a brief mention of a spate of (to my mind at least) slightly unsettling
coincidences that surrounded the penning of the said piece.
None of the following has any direct reference to the contents of the article,
o I'll kindly excuse you 1f choose to skip the next page or so.
or theose faithful readers who have elected to stick with me, at any rate long
enough to see if I need measuring out for a nice, comfy, white strait-jacket, let
me just outline what happened the first week I began researching the background
on 'Tack'.
Th2 crely illusrations I had of 'S.H.J' were tucked away in issue 29 of 'The
i M ine 3 1080>. And =c, togethar with the
to the Civic Centre Public L
5 I could use. No sconer had I =zet foot in
, 2ir-ccnditioned building, than I came across a2 bock ( 2 brand new
cquisition by all acccunts - Certainly it was in the 'New Books' section, and a
¥ zlance at the inside jacket revealed that no-cne had yet taken this
zme cut. There was no blue-inked, rubber-stamped date an the frontspiece),
called 'The Unexplained' by an author named Jenny Randles. I browsed briefly
through the contents, the faintly fabulous smell of the pages f£filling my
nostils, and saw that it was a chronological history of strange events of the
th century. And three guesses with no prizes for taking a pop at WHO was
pictursd on the opening page...Yep,that's correct...It was a head and shoulders
pertrait of Jenny Randles...
But cn the THIRD page in, the first illustration of anything remctely welrd
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(ckay, ckay. I krow there's a cheap joke to be had here, but I'll pass if ycu
don't mind), was indeed of 'Jack' being skot at by two police cfficers.

Ncthing particularly strange so far then.

Except maybe inspiring a slightly raised eyebrow or two when y 3
2dds against there being a brand new addition to the treatizes ccnceruning
saranormal phenomena featuring 'S.H.J.' and including a drawing I'd n

i ¥
on *the first time I'd set fgoot in the library for threze or fou

v

zven 2 single MENTICN of 'Jack’.
ollowing moraiang, a Sunday, I discoverad a free magacine with 'The Pegple’,
amaziagly snough, 'The Unexplained'. 4dzd mid-way through the picterial
2dctes on such subjects as Fish Falls, Pisrodactyls sighted over Texas, and
aoblizatcry Allizators being fcund in ithe sewers zf England, thers he was!'!
‘Spring-Heeled -Jack' in all his zlory - and again 1t was a sketch I'd never set

2yes on before.

Doubtless I would have dismissed the above incidents with little more attention
than you'd be likely to lavish upon a particularly boring documentary like, 'How
to Play Snoocker the Terry Griffthis Way'

= 1 ~ o K " o=
However, just cne w22k later, things tock a decidedly nasty turn.

T Fa3 1S -~ ¥ +- +1 -
Two more of my friends were windingz 2ach other up cn2 night abeout what they
il 1+h £ Mo - e 3 T [ vl v N

ould do if either o=f 'z were o 2igh® 'Tack’ leaping frcm a bridge on Magaczine

Forty eight hou later, I was returning home from a wonderfully riveting

rs

evening out in the 'Wirral's Number One Nite-Spot!!!'" (assuming your taste in
music is limited to- 'bloop-bloop, bleep-bleep, squrg-squrg monotoncus drivel,
and your conversaticn level raises no higher than that expected at a 'Pecple
With Full-Frontal Lobotonmy’s Wine And Aanthrax Party").

It was a S0p a pint night, and needless to say, I was nond4e to steady on me
toctsies. Not too far from the bridge were my mates had Jjoked abou
tcunding across the A41 motorway to frighten passing motcrists, ny l=ft foct
ad a bit cf an altercation with somebody's front garden wall. The

as painful as it was inevitable; My left foot (whichk scunds 4o me like a helluvs
. - & < £ —_—— _— <

gocd name for a movie), finished up on the lcsing =ide, with all the

Tocnzeguences that entails...

v

And, cnce again, ycu'wve guessed correctly, you win the ‘Blankety Blank Cheque
£ - -~
- 4 L

or pradicting that it was =y TEEL that borse the brunt

subsaquent injuries
Early the next evening, after having spent most of the day in Arrowe Park's
Accident and Emergency Dept in a state of agony, my Dad's friend Zarl, called

round on the way to 'The Village Ien' for a pint. He tock one lcok at ay
bandaged foot and without a word of a lie, and with no prempting from yours
truly, said; 'Hello, it's Sore-Heeled Jack'

YOQU may not find any of the above even REMOTELY creepy.

You'll pardon me I'm sure, but I guess I DOC.

I recall the werds of a famous investigatcr of sirange phenomena, Jchn Keel,
who warns; ‘Delving into the supernatural can bring about a whcle bunch of
weird coincidences. And sometimes, in EXTREME cases, you can pretiy socn find
yourzelf in dire mcrtal danger as a consequence 0f your investigatio‘n‘S into the

Uk, R

AND SOMETMES .. ECHomé Alane TrE PAssace OF THe... AMGTHERSs Whaevie cAv BE
Herrp As sHe Abtanstes Her FRIGHENED CHILREW . . e

' SPRING - MEELED SAck WILL GeT You IF You Donl WATcH out 1
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TIiME"S DARK [AUGHTER.,

A Seiscticen Of Eecent Weird And Wonderful Press Cuttings.
If vou ever wanted procf that FACT 1is always stranger than
fistion, you only have to take vourself a peek at the
tfollowing snippets from the annals of the great British
newspapers. .

They are usually tucked away right at the bottom of the
pade,(unless of course it’'s the height of the "Silly Season”,
or vou re an avid reader of such pathetic drivel as "The
Sport " so that, unless vou're blzased with perfectly good,
20/20 wvision, you're apt to pass ‘em by withont ever knowing
they were there.

e here at "Dead 0Df Night', howevsesr, are only too happy to
reprint every cutting that we come across...Re it a major Loch
Ness execlusive or, (more likelyy 2 threes lipne UFQ report with
suitably lurid headline...saving vyvog the trouble of straining
your eyesight in the se=araoh for 3 slice of EEAL
news...(although if you SHOULD oome acreoss ANYTHING remotely

‘strange’ in your daily rag, we’'d 2 most appreciative 1f you
4
ture i

could let us have it for use in 3 future issue
So, Constant Reader, grab yourself a hot mug of coffee, take
the phone off the haook, leave the tv sereen blank, and sink

into your comfy-est armchair, and before long you'll discover

"In the Fortean World, the most implaunsible, illogical
things show em ves Lo be 1 A matter hew much thes
t ; show themselvs to be factual. No 3k E he ich they
seem to be mimicking the contents of folk-fiction. "

1991
YZIRD HUMAN BEHAVIOUR.
Gulite honestly, this 1s a

: i I
very difficult case to ¢try "a“dals

and categorize. The

suggestion that the woman I‘“[l e
involved in these quite i

bizzare attacks may have had

- 0 Y WOMAN who
seme sort of mental [ ] ;‘mashes the heads
problem” connectad with off statues of the infant
. AL . N Jesus was being hunted
gabEieish i3 at best yesterday by police.
supposition, and at worst a .:‘hey fear fihe mai
53 . n . R ave a grudge an
wild gZuess based upon  a could attack & real
Sesperate nead to find a2 child.
ratieonal explanation. ol :
Similar acts of graveyard a ic ¢ i
desecration are often biamed @3Lﬂm4mmﬂﬂfg$
on  “3atanists’™ or “Black L [T T TP
Magicians ...And it seems a .mnclﬁd._A w?tman was;
trifle strange that there the attacks. ¢
Was no mention of that
possiblity contained in the Ruath, Cardiff. Daily Manc.

account. 31st January.
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having had tu report
aighting sSomathing that liess
sutzide the accepted sense
2f what passes for reality
Theair apparent reluctance
adds a =lice of credence to
this tale of a haunted fire
station
The resualtant advice sesking
fro a toeal  mediam alsa
acdd Some weight .0 the
fireman ' s - v=racity. After
all, most paople regard
‘Sorit-Sengitives as heing
pradominantly cranks ar
charlatans ouabt ta make a few
haob ' 5 of the
gl £ Follous that
L in 1 b 3F
res vy are noi liksly
bo to calling uapon
such ~ﬁlourful individuals
unless they truly believed
there was no other eoption. ..
The catalyst for the
haunting seems to have been
the building of an extension
to the station which
unearithed an old
well .Disturbances of the
ground and the uancovering of
anclient Sites sften gives
rise to gimiliar ph=ancmena
Just ask Professor BRernard
Quatermass fresh from a run-
in with the DEMONS of Hobb 'S
fane!l!
CURSES.
Any fan of all those classic
late-night horror double
bilils will be more than
familiar with Castle
Dracula The castle is
reputed to be the focus o
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Liverpool Ecno, Thursday, January 3, 1991

By val Woan
FIREMEN have
their own 999 ¢
ghostbusters.

Alarm bells are rm;m at
Liverpool's West Derby Road fire
station because of some
goings-on.

lads on the night shift are
convinced they have got an out-
of-this-world visitor — or two.

Firemen Keith Taylor said: “I'm

7 sceptical about these things
and in our job you see some dis-
turbing sights — but I tell you,
this has really got to me.”

Spiritualists

Various watches claim to have
seen apparitions in their rest
room every night shift.

The main figure appears to be a
Dickensian lool man — who
local spiritualists claim is Edward
Wilson. who used to live on the
site of the fire station.

There has also been another

ut out
... for

’

——

someunnc. Up until recentty we
have all been too embarrassed to
admit to such a

Fireman Tony Jotdu_l reckons
there has been something weird
aboat the station for six years.
" The firemen have called in the

local Splntnhst Church to hel

Church treasurer Coral Mat-

thews, who put them in touch
with a medium, said: “Without
doubt there is some kind of spirit
activity down there,

Fear

“It often happens that people
like hremen. or ambulancemen or

orthe |ood of mankind, have a
compassion and “semsitivity which
makes them susuphble to sens-
mxspmu.
From what' we know about
this case they have nothing to
- fear. The spirit is slmply very
interested in the work the fire-
men do and the led\nol that is
there. He says he is also learning
a whole new Ian;uue

very ull man, and someumes a
group of chil
The firemen have seen t:e
igures waiking up the
room, standing over their bunks
and even feeling as if lhar sleep-
m; bags are being pulled away
3 bs:y it has got worse

smu wor| gan on an
extension to the stam
has unearthed an old water well.

Keith said: “It sounds far
fetched and if it had not hap-
to me I would never have
lieved it.' But the other night I
woke up and .was this bloke,
staring at me.
“It's only now that we have all
started talking about it that we
realise we have all experienced

'M'..-motmmmm

~Ghostgives -
fire crews
the jitters -

Liverpool.

West Derby,
L ord January.

Liverpool Echo.

RACULA HORROR TRIP

TV star Sarah Kennedy told yes-
terday how she was spooked by a
nightnare trip to the land of

The trip to Ramania to film
travel agents taking part in the
show B‘lf:ml!ll Holiday turmed
mwamnl life horror story.

Director Jenny Dodd was bit-
ten by a dog and had to be flown

—gashed

Then Cameraman
nald was
boulds

Strange things kept
Jenny was gushing

ARAH

home with a badly leg.
Transylvania. Romania. Daily
Manc 12th July.

m
cula’'s Castle in Transylvania
miased him inches.

Sarah said: It was very odd.

Andy Mac-!

almost killed whena |

© happening.
tounulnl

of biood but they couldn t treat
her in Bucharest. And we feared
might have been killed.”
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the fact that
shouldn 't Le such
rogming free 1n England.

anlmals

PUMA HUNT
NEAR FERGIE

WORRIED police were
yesterday hunting a puma-
type beast on the loose
near the Duke and Duch-
ess of York's almost-com-
pleted new home.

A -woman walking her
dog spotted the snarling
big cat lurking in the
bushes near Ascot, Berks. |

Eerkshire., The Scum.

STRANGE DISAPPEARANCE.
A mystery of the sea that

aad it oceured anywhere near
the dreaded Bermuda
F:; ngdie, wou ld doubtless
have ‘ad Charlie Berliitz
wetting his trousers...

BOAT MYSTERY

Businessman Clive
Carr, 47, is missing after
his yacht was found
dx'ilf\lngvi thMa}Te Clelest.ej
8t the sails set.
t¥ Salcombe, “Devon. +**

all]

ngland. The Soum.

been charnged from
666 to ussg because
church parishioners
in ~ Central Falls,
Rhode Island,
‘feared the old
number was a sign
of the devil.

HELP, BIRDS ARE

~RESIDENTS " in
"quiet street are facing .
the real-life terror of
Alfred Hitchcock’s
film The Birds.

A .family of crows
swoop down to attack
-every time people
open their doors in

®

Grange Gardens,
Hampstead, north
London.

By an amazing coin-

North

sSunday reuple.

Hampstead,
April 18th.

BITING!

cidence Daphne Du
Maurier,” author of
The Birds, used to live

nearby., ..
“It’s terrifying,”
says Patricia

Abomnes, who was
pecked as she got out
of her car.

fFngland.

HJALLOWZ "EN HORRORS.

svery time the
around,

copes

31lst October
you'1ll hear

ning voices of
christianity
their kill-Jdoy

to youngsters who

have the temerity to engage

in a spct of

this date.

It’s a bit rich,

when you

frivolity on

especially

consider the

christians nicked just about

every pagan
o suil: thelir

festival
own religion.

going

Kids ‘lured
by the devil’

HALLOWE'EN fun and
games are luring Britain's

children into
ship, a top

evil wor-
churchman

warned yesterday.
Bishop of Chester, the

Right Rev
wants the

Baughen,

Michael

spooky festival banned.

And Anglesey vicar
Phil Hughes said: "It is
wrong to view Hallov&een
as harmless fun.”

Fensral.
Qztober.

Daily Maneo.
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e

hing of a2 rarity here.
have a whcle pile of
ts emanating from this
cular country. The
ns and their immediate
neighbours are notoriously
secretive about such
things...Even today

Peeping UFO

GARY — A saucer-shaped UFO escorted a truck driver
2thils home in northeast Hungary and “‘pceped through the
curtains, ihe Hungarian MT] news agency reported today.

The driver, Mr Zoltan Bartus. and a companion said thcy
noticed ihe luminous object as big as a full moon toll_owmg
their truck near the village of Szecsenyfel(alu. The climbe
into Mr Bartus's house through the back window,. hoping to
“shake the UFO, which shone a green beam into the room. —

1

Szecsenyfelfalu, Hungary.
Trish Times 1st CQetober

An account a 1little closer

to home this ftime. ‘pear-
shaped’ UF0 "3 are not as
sncommon as yvou might think,
in fact the traditional

saucer shape 1sn £ guite as

ubigquitous
pelieved

Mystery
light
spotted
in sky

EARLY riser lan
Morrish wondered it
he was secing things
on Tucsday when an
unusual light in the
sky changed from
round to pear shape
and sprouted wings.
“My wifo thinks
I'm mad,” says lan, of
Oxmans Cottages,
Westleigh.

“But I am 100 per
cent sure it wasn'ta
star, the moon ora
plane.” 3

Westleligh,

as is

Ian spotted the
bright light at
5.30am while he was
looking from
Westleigh towards
Eastlcigh. It was at
an anglo of about 30
degrees.

“It was about the
sizo of u fivo ponce
picco — three or four
times bigger than a
stur — with two-
wings and it was a
long, iong way up,”
he says.

“I watched it for
about an hourand a
half until it became
daylight and clouds
obscured it. It wasn't
moving. &

“I thought.it
might be the Russian
space station, but
that wouldn't have
changed shape liko
this did.”

He took some
picturos of the
object, but next
morning was too
cloudy for it to be
scen again.

North Devon.

Flying Saucer Review. 10th

OJetober.

popularly

AILLER ANIMALGS.

Jtories  of Mofher Nature's
creatures engaged in open
revolt against humanity are

.
not the exclusive property
of horror fiction writers.
Even the tiniest o¢f 1insects
can sometimes wreak havoc

‘MY HUSBAND

WIDOW "Hazel Murphey
‘claims her husband was
.bitten to death by hun-
:dreds of fire ants as:they
slept at a motel. - "
. arles awoke -with
nausea and died from an
‘allergic reaction after
staying at the motel in
Houston, Texas. Hazel is

'Suing the owners.,

Houston, Texas. 14th
lctober. Daily Manc.

UFO°3

A sighting that adds weight
to the "Wednesday

Fhenomenon” a term coined by
the famous UFO researcher
John EKeel (3ee future issue
for in-depth feature on this

peculiarity of Ufology)
mostly due to the fact that
it occured on...Surprise,
surprise...A Wednesday.

A MAN says he saw a UFO over
Tunbridge Wells on Wednesday
-night. o g’ :

It had large red rectangular
rotating lights; and hoveredover
parts of the town, he claimed..

Patrick Syder, 28, a geolagist,

. told_the- Courier the he-aud his
friend A Damian~ Paync ~are
convinced they saw a UFO from
a flat in Nevill Park, moving
slowly over Hungershall. - Park
shortly before midnight. - -.

**We saw a single light, then
it dimmed and moved off very
slowly. The light changed to
three rectangular panelled lights
which were rotating.. We could
not believe it,.it certainly wasp’L’
any normal type of aircraft.’”

Mr Syder, who added that he
and his friend. had ‘not® been"
drinking, watched the .rotating
cralt fot about 30-seconds before
it disappeared behind the trees.

But Tunbridge Wells police,
although used to strange hap-.
genings in the night, sajd no-one

ad reported a UFO. -

Tunbridge Wells, . Kent and
Sussex Courier. 27th
September. .
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Here' s an updated version of
the Romulus Ania Remus
ieg

end . <

No taming
DOCTORS have abandoned hope”
of changing a boy brought up by a
paok of wolves into a normal
human. -

The savage, christened Djuma —
Wolf Boy - still walks on all fours
and eats raw meat, 29 years after
he was found by oil explorers in
the wastes of the Soviet Union.

The wolf boy. who was abont
seven when he was found, will stay
in hospital at Ashkhabad. A doc-

tor said: "Djuma will howl at the
moon for the rest of his life.”” - -

Azshikhabad, CI5. Daily Mance.
April.

HFO 'S

The really strange thing
about this report contained
in the popular pi=2s8s, i3
that there WAaS never any

further information
concerning this unidentified
object forthcoming. Was it
duly discovered to be a
harmless chunk of space
debris, or a small

mneteorite?

Or is there a more sinister
reason behind withholding
the facts???

Mystery object
heads for Earth

SCIENTISTS are baffled by a

mystery object due to pass close to

Earth next month.

The object, which measures one

yard across, could be the smallest

asteroid ever seen or a 20-year-

old Apollo moon rocket.

Astronomer Brian Marsden

said: “Unless the military knows,

no one has a clue.” )

High above the Earth. Today.
29th November.

EMONCLOGY
EMONC! Y.

A guites blatant example of
now public hysteria can bhe
whipped up by the sensation-

seeking Sunday Ltabloids.
Whilst there is little doubt

that there exist certain
sicko individuals who
proclaim themselves to be
"Satanists’, the recent

spate of Ritual Child Abuse
cases that were laughed out
of court, prove that
sometimes the media c&n
influence publie opinion to
the extent that they re
ready to  accept the most
ridiculous notions at face-
value.

A SATAN S8quad
has been set up by
Socotland Yard to
tack down. devil-
worshippers who
prey on cohlidren.
The orask deteotive
team—he first of its
kind in Brwin—wif
have natomwide pow-
‘efs to probe Black
Magio rites. ;
Senior Moetropolian |
offMoers set - up the |
group after the
Epping -Forest Satan
ease, which ocoBapsed
at the Oid Bailey last
month. -
the trial It
was - -olaimed little
giris were forced to
eat bables and
humans were -sac-
rifficed.
The ocase, In which
two girls were
ciaimed to have been

their parents, godpar-
ents and a family
friend, ocoilapsed after

m .Y't.m was

Britain. News Of The World.
1dth July.

3%



3 i that even in
the mids the sao-called
erilightened’ scientifie
age, the fear and irrational
belief in the inhabitants of

some dark, imaginary plane,
is still as prevalent as it
was in the middle ages.

E)(III'GISIII
by water
kills mum

A MOTHER killed herself
by swallowing 15 PINTS of
mineral water in a bid to
washaway the Devil.

Her husband, sister and
‘two daughters are in hee™
pital after the bizafre
exorcism ceremony.

Christiane Confrere, 41,
from Halingen, Northern
France, was convinced
sheﬂvlvas possessed by the

When the church failed
to ‘“‘cure” her and her
family, she went to a local
shop and bought all the
mineral water in stock.

Then the family sat
down and began to drink
the water non-stop to
‘‘cleanse’” their bodies.

They guzzled 100 pints.
Christiane flooded her
Inngs and died. The others
were taken gasping for
@reat.htohospital.

Halingen, France. Daily
Manc. Summer.

LAXE MONS
Nebble isn’ 't the only
Monster rearing its head

from the dark depths of
isolated 1lakes to confound
zooliogists. Here’'s evidence
from the former USSR

-A RUSSIAN version
of the Loch Ness

Nsski on

monster has surfaced in a
remote Siberian lake,
says news 3
Rmdent.s 'd.;.a-:be it the prow'
greeu
mke, over gﬂ long, with

a sheep’s head.”
Siberia, Russia. Daily Manc.
Znd November.

WEIRD HUMAN BEHAVIOQUR
Pecplea do the strangsst
things. Talk about total

over-reactions

Shanghai, China. Daily Slur.
7th July.

ANIMAL RIHDNESS
A touching example of the

possibility that "dumb ’
creatures may have real
feelings and emotions...Not

that disimilar to we humans.
This is Jjust ONE of several
accounts we have on file
that seem to 1indicte that
animals are 1indeed capable
of experiencing the feelings
of joy and sorrow.

‘suicide’
FAITHFUL Truadi
the mongrel leapt off a
cliff to her di after
seeing her master die.

She was seen howl-
ing and barking
shortly before jump-
ing.

Her owner’s body
had been found min-
utes before on rocks:

below the cliffs in New
South Wales, Austra-

4

New South Wales, Australia.
Daily Slur. 17th October.
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video nastie. ..l

hor e can o stoma r
writir too much about this
subject.
Wlfe gets
IR RS RN =5,
A
) is” ne 5 T
jold fathen offour - ‘the.|
“bwt meat”. off her: body .
andputltinabucket' of
igalt, aeeordmg}bpoﬂe&
Lithuania. The Scum. Jth
Jetober.

WITCHCRAFT .

Evern today, some people
place more faith in the
oceult than they do in your
average surgeon...

Nigeria. Liverpool Eeho.

Summer.

WEATHER ANOMALY.

Ice ‘bombs’
crash down.

HAILSTONES as hjg, asl
walnuts crashéd down ‘on
a town yesterday: ")z i
“They sounded- like?
bombs dropping on the
roof,” said a- wom -

Bedford. - % T
A sizzling dafy in: t.h.e
south and east o

with temperatures nudg-
ing 90F, ended with tor- |
rential rain. in places,,
bnngmg chaos to roads

England. Daily
1th July.

IC JCRE.

I Know we 've already
coilated twe whole pages of
synchronicity/coincidence
snippets, but I honestly
couldn’'t resist including
this classic.

The Dead Zone and left her paralysed for over an

- ho r.Jennifer, 23,-was saved by the rubber mattress
she was lying on d ring her holiday in Q eensland,
Australia.

HORROR: story fan Jennifer Roberts saw fiction
- turn into fact on a camping holiday. i
She was str ck by lightning while reading a book
featuring bolts of lightning on the cover. It burned
through 291 pages of Ste l1l)h¢n King’s spine chiller

Queensland, Australia. Daily
Slur. 1st November.

RELIGINOUS PHENOMENA.

We may 1live 1in essentially
faithless times, but it
sSeems that mankind is a
ucker for a bout of the ol’

purveyor of miraculous cure-

alls...
Crowds flock
1o healer

§ HOU .lS ANDS of
‘Nigerian lepers, cri
.and other tﬁxsagg

i ople are flocking to
‘the home of a reputed
miracle worker.

Ha) tya Zulai, 35, the
wife of a ngenan secur-
ity guard in, claims to
have cured 1,200 ople
in a week, wnthout
charge.

Nigeria. Liverpool Feho.

Winter.

.And here’s what happens
if you're taken in by
them. ..

SEVENTY-TWO ?‘eo
ple died of alco
‘poisoning in In ia
.after drinkin
"traditional Hmdn
stomach medicine.

India. Daily Manc. 13th
November.



Jne  of

CUT-0OF-PLACE ANIH

the more plausible The ol- Greenhouse Effect
explanations proffered by has taken the brunt of the
the skeptical fraternity 1is blame for reports of
the freguent claim that some creatures being spotted far
mysterious aerial objects from the country of their
are in fact terrestial origin. The fact that
airships...] guess 1it’'s one throughout recorded history

of those

situations were you

animals have been seen where

have to make up your own they shouldn 't seems to have
nind. .. escaped the "experts’. As
Elizabeth Mastrantonio says
A“’Sh'p in the sci-fi film THE
‘ ABYS5S, “"You have to look
with better eyes than
theony chat: !t
claims ARE COMING!
o AN INVASION is expected on Britain's
A BIRDWATSHER beaches this summer-by octopuses up to
claims a “UFO fivefeetlong.
dozens of pcople in Mild winters have led to am-explosion in
ttingham last the numbers of Lesser Octopuses in the
month was sa airship. English Channel.
Marine biologist Amanda Burrows, ‘of the
Mr David Paimer, of Dorset Sealife Centre in Weymouth, sai”
Blrch(leld Road, “People should not touch them. They are—
Arnold, said he spote not usually aggressive, but their beaks a.nd
ted the airship through .suckexscan inﬂict nasty uuuries
nightglasers be  uses e
for waiching owls. Britain’s beaches. Daily
He sald be saw the cnaft M . 7
flying at about SOOft anc. July.
from a friend’s bouse
‘in Amold, os May 22. i
Mer Palmer, 39, said: “I CURSES. |
managed to get =
good look at it More from the by now
through my glasses infamous Castle Dracula
.and yos could make Curse
out the nhship form ~ <o
quite clearly.” i
A »ﬁumn for the '
Miiaods UG VAMPIRES ,
llsmth Organiss-
, contacted alrship own- . :
ers and pooe of them Taklen ot 8 SpoaEy Bt
bad a craft flying at " cal with a series of
that time., bizarre accidents. .
East Midlands Alrport One cast member cut his
say they checked at 3’12?335 T ‘i‘,i’d‘hfn”é’aiﬂi
tho time of the sight- his throat falling on bro-
ings and there was no ken glass.
sirship recorded, but Several others broke le
said  they do not in falls. But Dracula
record glrmmc‘ﬂ;goft? 0131.10at
whlch Qoes lhrouuh S Theatreg pe Iyz
l
Nottingham. Nottingham Transylvania. Daily Slur.

Evening Fost. 14th June. 10th July. o




GREASE MY PALM! | LABOUR MP Rhodri

"A 29-year-old German xﬁﬁe‘?gﬂgﬁf&.

£700.000 S PE Toreon T radio listeners Bri- .
Koblenz after a ong i tain had th_e_worlds:
Kong pa]m read_er cor. bfst elcctrl;::ty sup-
, rectl predlctleg lgus lucky ,g"-z nced by a" 20 ‘;’;5
"numbers -. -
Y wou e 1_7 and ond POWER CUT. .
Koblenz, Germany. 292tk Tanuary. Cardiff, Walecs., 11th Julsy,
Sunday P=ople Daily Mirrar v

DEAD ANNOYED -
A family in Lima chased e - s =

‘hle‘): Videad’ reln}t‘lve 73 ,’am ?today,.,,- -

wit crosses when N A S R

they came home from g u}ggNSU[E?c#::%%gg

hlnl; m"&lro?.“"nﬂi" ) caused seven-mile jams
& ) at Swindon yesterday.

Lima, Peru. 3th America. 10th July. Swindon, England. 10th
The Scum. The Scumn.
ESCAPED pris- THE German city of
oner Alan Wil- Hameln needs a new
liams hurled Pied Piper to deal
himself 40 feet with a sudden plague
from ﬂat{ to flee of rats. Mild winters
police—bui lanadeo. . have brought a popu-
on a cop car in : lation explosion ae€s-
Plymouth, Devon. : pite the use of four

tons of poison a year.

Plymouth, Devon. 7th Tuly. Hameln, CGermany. Tuns. _
Yews 0f The World. The Scum. «f

. e I n
Deadly errer § BURNING PASSION: .
% e A o WENDY Robinson was
‘A POLICEMAN sent.. reading The Burning
to shoot an alsatian Woman in bed — when
with rabies missed — her electric blanket caught
and killed its woman fire! Wendy esca e
owner. He is on trial blaze in Moreton, Wirral —
for manslaughter ‘in and firemen even saved
Arlon, Belgium. T her charred ‘novel. .
4
Arlon, Belgium. Yoreton, Merseyside.

12th October. Daily Manc. 4th October. Daily Manc.
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A MAN who went to a-
clairvoyant ended ‘=
hospital when her

'>cry:tal ball fell fronra
first floogy-windowronto.

" his head. A

Fortune teller Maria
Fortunata left the ball
on a ledge after wash--
ing it. She said yester-
day: “I had -warned
him to be careful.”

Client” Salvatore

Lugaresi, 40, of Syra-i

cuse, Sicily, had!

stitches. He said: “Shel

doesn’t know it yet,

but I'm  suing for
es."

BIKER Alan Collard is,
‘nursing broken ribs —.
after hitting a deer for’
the THIRD time. i

Alan, 47, from Yeovil,.
Somerset, came off his;
"Suzuki after swerving to
avoid an animal near
Langton Herring. He:
came round covered ini
blood ... injured by his
lunchbox and havexsack.

e

+
2 B

0
1
wm
8]

-
e

r

erring,
s 7 [ Y
Daily 21

)
'
[ &
]

SPOKES WOMAN

NORTH West Thames

Health Authority has
appointed a new finance..
controller to run the
region’s wheelchair ser-
vices’ department. Her
name? — Miss Helen
IRONSIDE. "~ """

. SHARX ATTACK .

“A DUTCH docker wag,

+
ner=etT.

A WOMAN killed herself while showing
D neighbours how her sister died. Yooket
Pean, 57, was killed when she slipped in mud at
her farm in Thailand, grabbing a live wire as
she fell. o T ..

Showing how it happened, “Pean’s sister

Yooket Pan, 52, also slipped, touched the

'fied onlookers.

wire and electrocuted herself in front of horri-

ROMANTIC Nigel Dow-
sett prepared a surprise
candlelit ‘dinner. for his
wife Coral — and ~burnt
his house'.down." )

Nigel, -~32, left two
.candles burning while
he collected Coral from,
their garage business in
Portland, rset.

They fell over setting.
fire- to their £200,000)
detached home. =)

9 DIE WATCHING

A ‘SUICIDE’BID

NINE people were killed
and 13 injured®yesterday

os|

Sl R - i

* when“a bridge col]a;::secli
| fractured foot yesterday' under the weight of a

| taken to hospital with-g

crowd who had gathered

after a dead shark feH'on,; to watch a 1 commit,

| him. The 5ft frozen shark SUICIDE. Thgen.g'rl. wh

- fell from a container the had jumped into-a river a

i docker was unloading in Ho Mi City, Vietnam’_

| Amsterdam port. e was later RES -
Anzterdamnm, Holland Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnan.
10th Octsber. Liverpool Echo July., Daily Marns
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ing vict

is unsuspecting

Spring-heeled Jack leaped out at h

REIGN OF TERROR



